
Water of Life Community Church 
JEREMIAH 
THE BATTLE TO OBEY 
WEEK 2 
JEREMIAH 11 
 
LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 

• What was the best lesson you have ever learned?  Describe the situation. 

• When was a time that you completely changed your mind on something?  What was it? 

 
Discipline is about learning. Learning takes practice, and it takes sacrifice. When we are unwilling to 
invest in learning, we shorten our ability to advance and grow into our potential.  Sometimes, 
unwillingness can be deadly. Yielding to discipline is a good thing, even when it hurts.  We grow, and 
we can become more than we could imagine.   

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Father God, You are always faithful to me. I thank you for Your heart of love for me, and I ask that 
You help me to keep my heart soft to You. I want to keep your commandments but I need help.  
Search my heart and remove any hardness and replace it with a tender heart that responds to You.  
I pray this with a sincere heart and with gratitude for your blessings and love.  In Jesus’ Name, 
Amen. 

 WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

Discipline is such a negative word for us, but not for God.  His discipline involves 
correction… Who doesn’t need that sometimes? His discipline involves training us to live 
right. That is what all sports teams deal with; correction and training…for an outcome.  It is 
no different with God. There is a desired outcome. Hebrews 12:11 says, “For the moment, all 
discipline seems not to be pleasant, but painful; yet to those who have been trained by it, 
afterward it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness.” 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ HEBREWS 12:5-6. 

a.  We are told in Hebrews to not make light of the Lord’s discipline.  What does that mean to 
you? 

b. We are also told to not lose heart when God rebukes us.  What does that look like to you? 

God’s discipline is a part of growing in our faith. It is what He does for the children he loves. We 
cannot accept it as optional, or as destructive.  His outcome is always for our good. We can learn to 
lean into His discipline, and learn from it.  God’s will for us is always to heal, grow, and become more 
like Christ. There is a saying. “God loves you just the way you are.  And He loves you so much, He 
won’t leave you like that!” 

c. Read Jeremiah 11:19. What was the price Jeremiah had to pay for delivering the message 
that God was going to discipline Israel?  Do we react the same way when we receive an 
unwanted message? 

2. READ JEREMIAH 7:8-10. 

a. How do you think the Israelites were able to commit these actions, yet then stand in the 
temple and declare that God is for them?   

b. In Micah 6:8, God outlines what is expected of a believer.  How can we live this every day? 

The passage in Jeremiah 7 declares why Israel became disciplined. They lived as they chose, and 
bragged that God was on their side. They did not recognize the mercy of God and they took the 
prophet’s warnings for granted.  Because God showed them favor, they considered themselves 
privileged.  We must take care that we do not do the same. 

c. In Jeremiah 7:22-26, God speaks to Israel and explains what He expects, which is to obey 
his voice and walk in His commandments. Why did this become so hard for the Israelites? 

3. READ JEREMIAH 7:22-26 AND EZEKIEL 36:26-27. 

a. These verses challenge us to live in obedience to God’s commands.  Why is this so hard? 

b. How does God assist us in following his commands? 

We find it hard to obey when our hearts have grown cold. We have stepped away from the warmth 
of other believers or the warmth of God’s love to us. Asking God to remove our stubborn heart and 
replacing it with a soft heart is His plan to bring us back to Him. 

c. Romans 6:17-18 declares that we “have become obedient from the heart.” This is what 
Pastor calls “love before laws” and “relationship before rules.” How does this fact impact the 
way you view God’s plan for you? 



d. Jeremiah 31:1-2 is a recounting of God’s mercy for Israel and is a message of hope.  How 
does this verse help you in your journey to trust God? 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• Walking in obedience can be very hard.  How can you depend on God to assist you in 
walking in obedience? 

• What can you do if your heart has become hard? 

God does not condemn us for a hard heart if we are trying to change our ways.  He offers his 
assistance in removing a heart of stone and giving us a heart of flesh.  Ask Him now to soften your 
heart and ask for His help in guarding your heart to keep it soft to Him. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

• Do you take time daily to listen to God’s voice?  

RESPOND  

• Take some time this week to be quiet before God.  Ask Him to speak to you. 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme.  

MEMORY VERSE 

Micah 6:8 

"…And what does the LORD require of you but to do justice, to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God?” 

  



COMMENTARY 

JEREMIAH 11:1-5 

“The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD, saying, 2 “Hear the words of this covenant, and 
speak to the men of Judah and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem; 3 and say to them, ‘This is what the 
LORD, the God of Israel says: “Cursed is the one who does not obey the words of this covenant 
4 which I commanded your forefathers on the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt, from 
the iron furnace, saying, ‘Listen to My voice, and]do according to all that I command you; so you 
shall be My people, and I will be your God,’ 5 in order to confirm the oath which I swore to your 
forefathers, to give them a land flowing with milk and honey, as it is this day.”’” Then I replied, 
“Amen, LORD.”  

The words of this covenant" are, as is clear from the succeeding context, the words of the covenant 
recorded in the Pentateuch, known from the reading of the Torah. The call to hear the words thereof 
can only have the meaning of: to give ear to them, take them to heart. Hence Chr. B. Mich. and 
Schnur. have referred the words to the Jews: Listen, ye Jews and ye citizens of Jerusalem, to the 
words of the covenant, and make them know to one another, and exhort one another to observe 
them. But this paraphrase is hardly consistent with the wording of the verse. Others fancied that the 
priests and elders were addressed; but if so, these must necessarily have been named. Clearly, it is 
to the prophets in general that the words are spoken, as Kimchi observed; and we must not take 
"hear ye" as if the covenant was unknown to the prophets, but as intended to remind the prophets of 
them, that they might enforce them upon the people. Taken thus, this introductory verse serves to 
exalt the importance of the truths mentioned, to mark them out as truths, which God had 
commanded all the prophets to proclaim. If it be the prophets in general who are addressed in 
Jeremiah 11:2, the transition to "and say thou" is easily explained. Jeremiah, too, must himself do 
that which was the bounden duty of all the prophets, must make the men of Judah and Jerusalem 
call to mind the curse overhanging transgressors of the covenant.  

JEREMIAH 7:8-10 

“Behold, you are trusting in deceptive words to no avail. 9 Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, 
swear falsely, offer sacrifices to Baal, and follow other gods that you have not known, 10 then come 
and stand before Me in this house which is called by My name, and say, ‘We are saved!’—so that 
you may do all these abominations? 

In Jeremiah 7:8 there is a recurrence to the warning of Jeremiah 7:4, under the form of a statement 
of fact; and in Jeremiah 7:9-11 it is expanded to this effect: The affirmation that the temple of the 
Lord affords protection is a sheer delusion, so long as all God's commandments are being 
audaciously broken. הועיל לבלּתי  , lit., to no profiting: ye rely on lying words, without there being any 
possibility that they should profit you. The query before the infin. absoll. is the expression of wonder 
and indignation; and the infinitives are used with special emphasis for the verb. fin.: How? to steal, 
kill, etc., is your practice, and then ye come....Breaches of almost all the commandments are 
specified; first the eighth, sixth, and seventh of the second table, and then two commandments of 
the first table; cf. Hosea 4:2. Swearing falsely is an abuse of God's name. In "offer odours to Baal," 
Baal is the representation of the false gods. The phrase, other gods, points to the first 
commandment,, Exodus 20:3; and the relative clause: whom ye knew not, stands in opposition to: I 
am Jahveh your God, who hath brought you out of Egypt. They knew not the other gods, because 
they had not made themselves known to them in benefits and blessings; cf. Jeremiah 19:4. While 
they so daringly break all God's commands, they yet come before His face in the temple which 

https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=jer+7:4&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=jer+7:9-11&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=ho+4:2&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=ex+20:3&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=jer+19:4&t1=eng_nas&sr=1


Jahveh has chosen to reveal His name there. ' נקרא אׁשר  is not: which bears my name (Hitz.); or: on 
which my name is bestowed, which is named after me (Graf). The name of Jahveh is the revelation 
of Himself, and the meaning is: on which I have set my glory, in which I have made my glorious 
being known; see on Deuteronomy 28:10 and Amos 9:12. We are saved, sc. from all the evils that 
threaten us, i.e., we are concealed, have nothing to fear; cf. Ezekiel 14:16, Ezekiel 14:18; Amos 
3:12. The perfect denotat firmam persuasionem incolumitatis . Chr. B. Mich. By changing נּצלנּו into 
וגו עׂשות למען ' .as Ewald, following the Syr., reads, the sense is weakened , נּצלנּו  is neither: as regards 
what we have done, nor: because = while or whereas ye have done (Hitz.), but: in order to do that ye 
may do. למען with the infin., as with the perf., has never the signif., because of or in reference to 
something past and done, but always means, with the view of doing something; English: to the end 
that. The thought is simply this: Ye appear in my temple to sacrifice and worship, thinking thus to 
appease my wrath and turn aside all punishment, that so ye may go on doing all these (in Jeremiah 
7:9 enumerated) abominations. By frequenting the temple, they thought to procure an indulgence for 
their wicked ongoings, not merely for what they had already done, but for what they do from day to 
day. 

 

https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=de+28:10&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=am+9:12&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=eze+14:16&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=eze+14:18&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=am+3:12&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=am+3:12&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=jer+7:9&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
https://www.studylight.org/study-desk.html?q1=jer+7:9&t1=eng_nas&sr=1
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