
Water of Life Community Church 
JEREMIAH 
WEEK 1 
JEREMIAH 1-6 
 
LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 

• Have you ever found yourself giving a message to someone you knew did not want to hear 
what you had to say?  How did you do it? 

• What “tells” you that you have made a wrong choice?  What do you do when that happens? 

Jeremiah was a young prophet when he started and had to deliver an unpopular message. He 
continued delivering his message for 40 years even though the people he spoke to were stubborn 
and did not want to change. God warns us about being stubborn. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Dear Jesus, thank you for watching over us.  We ask that you would help us to open our hearts to 
Your Word.  As we study Jeremiah, teach us to be obedient and grateful, not selfish.  Holy Spirit, 
wash us and walk with us as we learn to trust you first.  Bless us, and bring us into your Kingdom.  In 
Jesus’ Name, Amen!  

 WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

Jeremiah prophesies in the final stages of this terrible period of decline. He declares the 
coming destruction of all the visible, tangible evidence of God’s presence with the 
people: the land, the city, the temple, the throne of David. In common with nearly all the 
Old Testament prophets, Jeremiah had three main points to his message: 

• God’s people (in this case, those in Judah) have sinned grievously against the 
Lord. 

• The Lord will judge his people for their sin, in this case through the onslaught of 
the Babylonians. 



• Yet God is both unfailingly faithful and bountifully merciful and will bring 
restoration and salvation. 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ 1 KINGS 11:1-6; 29-34; 38-40 

a. From this chapter, who introduced the Israelites to the worship of other gods? 

b. What was the outcome of Solomon’s choice? 

According to verse 6, 33, 34 and 38, David had followed God and kept his commandments. Solomon 
had turned to the gods of his 700 wives and 300 concubines, setting up idols in Israel. The people of 
God continued to worship these idols until the time of Jeremiah; thus, Jeremiah’s message to them 
was to turn from this sin and repent, turn, and come back to worshipping God. 

c. The prophet Ahijah found Jereboam and prophesied over him.  What did this mean for 
Israel? 

d. What did Solomon do when he heard about the prophecy?  Why do you think he did not 
repent? 

2. READ JEREMIAH 2:11-13. 

a. Why do you think God sent Jeremiah to preach this message to Israel? What was God 
hoping for from His people, Israel? 

b. Read Jeremiah 1:4-9; 17-19. What are God’s promises to Jeremiah as he delivers God’s 
word to his people? 

It was not easy to preach judgment on your own people; not popular either!  God promised to be with 
Jeremiah and to rescue him.  Prophets in Israel were no longer honored; the people worshipped 
other gods and the king kept only the prophets who spoke what he wanted to hear.  Yet, Jeremiah 
was given an unpopular message to his own people, and he gave it!  

c. Read Jeremiah 2:13 and John 4:7-14. The Israelites abandon the living water, and Jesus 
brings it back.  Why do we walk away from living water for a mirage?  

d. What places do we often go to save us instead of to God? 

3. READ JEREMIAH 6:13-16. 

a. In what ways are we often stubborn with God?  Can you name other Biblical characters 
who were stubborn with God? 

b. What does God say in verses 13-15, to his people who are unashamed of their actions? 



Being unashamed of sin is a dangerous place to be.  People who have no shame for their 
wrongdoing are far from God’s heart.  While shame can become toxic, shame can also save.  Once 
a person finds themselves ashamed of their actions, they are in a place to repent, turn, receive 
forgiveness, and move into the right path. 

c. According to Jeremiah 6:16, what did God want his people to do? 

d. For believers today, what do we need to do if we have chosen the wrong path? 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

• In what ways have you chosen the wrong path or listened to the wrong message? Ask 
God to forgive you, and turn onto the right path. 

• Whom do you know has chosen the right path? How can you take their example and 
apply it to your life? 

We all make wrong choices at one time or another.  Letting the Holy Spirit remind us by making us 
ashamed of our wrong actions, is something we should be open to.  Ask the Holy Spirit to warn you 
when you are making a wrong choice, and listen to Him when He speaks.  Repent, and turn from 
your choices to the faithful ways of the believers who have chosen the right path before you. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE  

REFLECT  

• Ponder the times you have made a wrong choice.  What did you do to turn it around? 

RESPOND  

• Ask the Holy Spirit to guide you and help you. When you make right choices, you will 

find rest for your soul. 

Also ... Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme.  

  



MEMORY VERSE 

Jeremiah 6:16 

"…ask where the good way is, and walk in it, and you will find rest for your soul…" 

COMMENTARY 

Jeremiah 1:5-8. “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, And before you were born I 
consecrated you; I have appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”6 Then I said, “Oh, Lord GOD! 
Behold, I do not know how to speak, Because I am a youth.”7 But the LORD said to me,  
“Do not say, ‘I am a youth,’ Because everywhere I send you, you shall go, And all that I command 
you, you shall speak. 8 Do not be afraid of them, For I am with you to save you,” declares the LORD.” 

This word came to Jeremiah by means of inspiration, and is neither the product of a reflective 
musing as to what his calling was to be, nor the outcome of an irresistible impulse, felt within him, to 
come forward as a prophet. It was a supernatural divine revelation vouchsafed to him, which raised 
his spiritual life to a state of ecstasy, so that he both recognized the voice of God and felt his lips 
touched by the hand of God. 

Jeremiah 2:13 “For My people have committed two evils: they have abandoned Me, the fountain of 
living waters, to carve out for themselves cisterns, broken cisterns that do not hold water.” 

But the true God claims to be worshipped in spirit and in truth, and does not permit the nature and 
manner of His worship to depend on the fancies of His worshippers; He makes demands upon men 
that run counter to carnal nature, insisting upon the renunciation of sensual lusts and cravings and 
the crucifixion of the flesh, and against this corrupt carnal nature rebels. Upon this reason for the fact 
adduced, Jeremiah does not dwell, but lays stress on the fact itself. This he does with the view of 
bringing out the distinction, wide as heaven, between the true God and the false gods, to the 
shaming of the idolatrous people; and in order, at the same time, to scourge the folly of idolatry by 
giving prominence to the contrast between the glory of God and the nothingness of the idols. 

Jeremiah 6:16 “This is what the LORD says: “Stand by the ways and see and ask for the ancient 
paths, Where the good way is, and walk in it; Then you will find a resting place for your souls. 
But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’” 

The Lord has not left any lack of instruction and warning. He has marked out for them the way of 
salvation in the history of the ancient times. It is to this reference is made when they, in ignorance of 
the way to walk in, are called to ask after the everlasting paths. This thought is clothed thus: they are 
to step forth upon the ways, to place themselves where several ways diverge from one another, and 
inquire as to the everlasting paths, so as to discover which is the right way, and then on this they are 
to walk. עולם נתיבות  are paths that have been trod in the hoary time of old, but not all sorts of ways, 
good and bad, which they are to walk on indiscriminately, so that it may be discovered which of them 
is the right one. 
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