
 

 

Water of Life Community Church 
THE WONDER OF GOD 
WEEK 9 
LUKE 11:1-13 
 
LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 
 

ICE BREAKER 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

- What is the most outlandish thing you have ever asked for as a birthday or Christmas gift? 
Did you get it? 

- When you pray, do you find yourself asking for extravagant things or “small” things? What 
are some of the things for which you ask? How has God answered some of your prayers? 

Many times in our lives we ask for things just because we want them or we want to see if we will get 
them. But today, we will be reminded that beyond needs and requests, prayer is the primary way we 
function in relationship with God, and He wants us to continually approach Him with our requests. He 
delights to give us what we need. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 
Father God, what a privilege it is to come to you in prayer. Jesus, thank you for making the way for 
us to do that. Spirit, remind us daily that your power for daily living and fulfilling our mission in this 
world is found in relationship with you through prayer. In Jesus' name, amen. 

WORSHIP 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 
Many of us have never prayed to ask for the Spirit to move in us. We pray with power when 
we surrender to His work in us and adopt a kingdom mindset. 

  



 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ LUKE 11:1-4. 

a. Verses 2-4 have a prayer usually called the “Lord’s Prayer” or the “Model Prayer.” What is 
your favorite phrase of this prayer, and why? 

b. How does calling God “Father” give power to our prayers? 

For Jesus’ disciples, calling God “Father” would’ve seemed too personal and familiar. Also, praying 
directly to God without the intercession of a priest was a revolutionary concept. Through Jesus’ life, 
death, and resurrection, all believers gained direct access to God, who no longer dwelt solely in the 
temple. We don’t pray to the Great Someone in the Great Somewhere, but to our Father in heaven 
(v. 2). 

c. How has God revealed Himself to you as Father? What attributes of God as Father are most 
important to you? Why? 

d. Why is it sometimes hard to acknowledge our need for God in the role of Father? 

Our view of God determines how we pray. Human fathers are not always the loving and wise 
providers, teachers, and examples their children need; but most of them want to be and try to be. 
God is the ideal Father—all-loving, all-knowing, all-wise, all-powerful, and always present with us. At 
the same time, He is in heaven, which tells us He is greater than we can comprehend; so we 
approach Him as our Father with due reverence. 

e. What does it mean for God’s kingdom to come?  

Before approaching the Father with personal requests, Jesus called for His disciples to acknowledge 
and yield to the rightful reign of God in their lives. “Your kingdom come” is a way of acknowledging 
God as King, and it embraces the desire for God’s rule to come in the lives of God’s people as well 
as in the world. 

f. What do you think Jesus meant by “daily bread” (v. 3)? What is daily bread to us? What 
role does God play in meeting your daily needs? 

Our asking God for daily bread is childlike trust that He cares, supplies, and is reliable. We 
acknowledge that He is our Sustainer and Provider. All we need to ask for is our basic needs for 
today, knowing God will take care of tomorrow’s need then. Effective prayer involves talking to God 
about our need, but not our greed. Nowhere in the model prayer do we find the singular pronouns 
me, my, or I. Love for God and concern for others are bundled together for those who by faith know 
God as Father. 

2. READ LUKE 11:5-10. 

a. According to Luke 11:9-10, how does this parable apply to our communication with God? 



 

 

Asking, seeking, and knocking are activities that should be repeated, indicating constant or 
persistent prayer. Power in prayer is directly related to persistence. The command to keep asking is 
tied to the promise of “good things” to those who ask in verse 13. Jesus tells about the grumpy 
neighbor to contrast how God responds when someone comes to Him. We do not come to God as a 
neighbor but as a child (11:2). If a grumpy neighbor will eventually give the neighbor bread, how 
much more will God, who is a loving father, give us good things when we ask Him? 

b. What did Jesus say the results of asking, seeking, and knocking would be? Share an 
experience when you have found this to be true. 

c. Do you think there’s a catch to this promise? If so, what? 

God has given us many amazing promises in His Word, but the promise of this passage seems too 
good to be true: If we persistently pursue God, He will not give up on us, and He’ll make us into 
kingdom people. When we’re in the mindset of the kingdom, the things we ask for are the things God 
wants us to have—things that bring Him glory—like faith, wisdom, love, grace, strength, and so forth. 
Our prayers will focus less on the stuff we need and more on the relationship we need with Him. 

3. READ LUKE 11:11-13. 

a. Based on these verses, why can we have confidence in God’s answers to our prayers? 

b. What is the ultimate gift God gives His children, according to verse 13? 

Just as children should expect good gifts from their earthly parents in response to trusting requests, 
we can pray expectantly, knowing our Heavenly Father will give us His best. Jesus promised that the 
Father will “give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him.” God gives His children His own indwelling 
presence. His presence and power assure us we can expect to receive that for which we pray. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

What are some of the things you typically ask for in prayer? Do you think you typically 
request good things? What do you think you should start praying for? 

How can you pray with power this week? 

To close today’s group time, quote the Lord’s Prayer together. End the prayer by asking God to keep 
prayer at the forefront of everyone’s minds this week, and for a new appreciation of His power. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE 
REFLECT 

- We can see God as our friend. In the past, how have you often viewed God? (I.E. 
as a Father? A ruler? A disciplinary? A judge?)  



 

 

RESPOND 

- This week, come to God in prayer with the mindset of Him as your friend. See if the 
way you pray changes. 

 Also … Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme. 

MEMORY VERSE 
Luke 11:10, Christian Standard Version (CSV) 

For everyone who asks receives, and the one who seeks finds, and to the one who knocks, 
the door will be opened. 

COMMENTARY 
LUKE 11:1-13 

In response to one disciple’s request, Jesus taught His followers the Model Prayer, in which He 
demonstrated how prayer is to begin with God and to include others. Too many times prayer is 
focused on the one praying and his or her own interests. Believers must see themselves as part of 
the corporate body of Christ as they converse with the Father in prayer. 

11:1. Luke used a simple declarative phrase to describe an important aspect of Jesus’ life. “He was 
praying in a certain place.” For Jesus prayer was not unusual but was a normal part of His daily 
activities. The location where one prays is not important, so Luke did not focus on the place of 
prayer but on the fact of prayer. The disciples were with Jesus, but Luke did not indicate they had 
joined Jesus in praying. Nevertheless, Jesus’ powerful prayer life inspired the Twelve to want to 
know more. The one requesting this help did not seem to understand Jesus’ uniqueness as he 
compared Jesus and His disciples with John and his disciples. Just as indicates a desire for a 
relationship with Jesus of the same manner that John had with his disciples. The Lord’s disciples 
would learn much more than they expected. 

11:2. Jesus was the master of the teachable moment. He did not waste time correcting this 
erroneous analogy but used this opportunity to further the disciples’ understanding of how to relate 
to God in prayer. Often called the Lord’s Prayer, what followed was a model the disciples might use 
to shape their prayers. Jesus took for granted they would pray. He did not argue for them to pray but 
merely began “Whenever you pray.” Each part of the Model Prayer demonstrates an aspect of the 
believer’s relationship with God as Father. The believer does not approach the throne of God with 
fear but with the familiar anticipation of a child crawling up on a father’s lap. 

Yet believers should not take God for granted or treat prayer casually. Immediately after addressing 
God as Father, Jesus’ prayer acknowledged the holy nature of God’s name. The name of God was 
so sacred to Jews that they would not even pronounce the Lord’s proper name. This phrase 
indicates more than reverence for the specific name of the Lord. It shows respect for His character 
and Person. The word “holy” describes the sacredness of God, worthy of veneration and worship. 



 

 

Before approaching the Father with personal requests, Jesus called for His disciples to acknowledge 
and yield to the rightful reign of God in their lives. “Your kingdom come” is a way of acknowledging 
God as King, and it embraces the desire for God’s rule to come in the lives of God’s people as well 
as in the world. 

11:3. Jesus encouraged the disciples to ask the Father to meet their needs, but in doing so they 
were to display faith in His provision. Believers may ask for bread, representing whatever material 
needs they might have. The inclusion of the words “each day” and “daily” suggest that the Lord can 
be trusted to provide what is needed every day. 

Prayer for excess is never appropriate because it betrays a heart of greed and a lack of faith. 
Believers are not to beg for their bread, nor are they to demand it. Give us carries the sense of a 
person in prayer sharing a need with the full expectation the Father will gladly hear and provide. 
When we pray, we are not to focus solely on our needs but are to offer our prayers inclusively. The 
use of terms such as “give us” and “our daily bread” demonstrates the collective nature of Christian 
prayer. 

11:4. This verse does not appear to be a separate section but is part of the previous request as 
shown by the conjunction “and.” Jesus thus tied the request for forgiveness to the request for daily 
needs. The implication is that the efficacy of one’s prayers for sustenance is directly linked to one’s 
request for forgiveness. Daily, believers should ask God to forgive. Again, the use of the pronouns 
us, our, we, and ourselves indicate the inclusive nature of believers’ prayers. We are personally 
guilty of sin but we are also collectively guilty. The phrase “forgive us our sins” is an admission of 
wrongdoing against God and the need for God’s forgiveness. 

The word “for” links what comes after with what has gone before, so that we acknowledge our plea 
for forgiveness with forgiveness of others. Does this mean God will not forgive us if we do not forgive 
everyone who is in debt to us? The commentary about mutual forgiveness found in Matthew 6 
suggests God judges the sincerity of our pleas for forgiveness by the way we offer mercy to those 
who have offended us. Understanding our sinfulness, we should be more sympathetic and forgiving 
of others. 

The final part of the Model Prayer focuses on the disciple’s desire to live in a way pleasing to God. 
That we should ask God to not bring us into temptation somehow seems illogical. Since God is holy 
and does not tempt anyone to sin (see Jas. 1:13), why should anyone have to ask Him to do what is 
already in His nature. We are to ask God for personal strength and spiritual direction to avoid 
temptation, to help us keep from doing evil. Just as God’s name is holy, even so His disciples also 
need to be separate from that which is evil. The use of the plural us indicates our mutual 
responsibility to pray not only for our direction in holiness but also for God’s help for one another. 
Interceding for other believers is part of the inclusive nature of Christian prayer. 

11:5. Jesus often used narratives to illustrate spiritual principles. Jesus told about a hypothetical 
man who interrupted a friend’s sleep and received what he requested because of his persistence. 
Offering an imaginary situation, Jesus personalized it by including His hearers to heighten the 
impact. The idea of someone approaching a friend at midnight to ask for three loaves of bread may 
seem improbable to us. Jesus used the inconvenience that a late-night interruption might produce to 
make His point about the effectiveness of persistency. 

11:6-7. The reason for the unusual request involved a traveler who showed up unexpectedly while 
on a journey. The scene that Jesus set depicts someone traveling, arriving in the town late at night, 
and needing a place to stay and something to eat. Jewish hospitality, as well as the expectations of 
friendship, required the neighbor to provide both. Not having been prepared for company, the 



 

 

neighbor came to his friend, even though it was very late, and asked for help. Jesus described the 
reaction of the awakened friend in terms that made his response understandable. He and his family 
had gone to bed and he did not want anyone to bother them. This scene is obviously not completely 
analogous to prayer in that God does not respond to our prayers like someone whose sleep has 
been interrupted and who does not want to respond. 

11:8. Jesus did not detail the neighbor’s persistence but gave it as the clear reason the friend would 
get up and give him as much as he needs. Again, Jesus was teaching the importance of praying 
persistently and was not giving us a direct portrait of God’s response to our prayers. God does not 
have to be begged or cajoled into answering our prayers. The issue of persistency says more about 
the sincerity and fervency of the one praying than it does about the One who hears the prayer. God 
does not have to be persuaded to answer our prayers before He will give us what we request. 
Instead, the illustration of persistence in prayer shows our dependence on God and our trust that He 
will grant our requests. 

11:9-10. Jesus closed His object lesson on persistent prayer with an exhortation that disciples 
should continue asking, searching, and knocking that they might receive, find, and have opened. 
Jesus did not give any qualifications concerning the subject of the prayers or the worthiness of the 
prayerful requests. Instead He focused the disciples’ attention on the promise that God hears and 
answers prayer. By repeating in verse 10 the same point already made in verse 9, Jesus highlighted 
the principle of persistent prayer. The use of “everyone” indicates the merit of persistent prayer does 
not depend on the person praying but on the One who hears and responds. No one has special 
power or deserves to get God’s attention more quickly than others. The tense of the verb places the 
emphasis on continued prayer so that every person who keeps on asking, searching, and knocking 
receives the positive response of God. 

11:11-12. Jesus concluded these teachings on prayer by comparing human relationships with those 
between God and believers. Jesus used hyperbole, or deliberate overstatement, to evoke an 
emotional image in the disciples’ minds. Calling on the paternal instinct of a father, Jesus noted that 
for a loving parent to give a dangerous snake or scorpion to a son who requested a fish or an egg 
would be ridiculous. Jesus knew the disciples immediately would see the folly of such a suggestion. 
The nature of good parents is to care for their children and to provide what is needful and desirable. 
No decent parent would deliberately abuse the trust of or harm their children. 

11:13. Jesus drew the emotional net tight by demonstrating the superior care the heavenly Father 
has for His children. Again, Jesus increased the emotional content of the analogy by personalizing 
the final point. He used the phrases “if you” and “your children” to make the hearers examine their 
hearts and apply love for their children to the principle. If they, with their bent toward evil, did well for 
their children, the Father by comparison would do much more. 

Just as children should expect good gifts from their earthly parents in response to trusting requests, 
we can pray expectantly, knowing our Heavenly Father will give us His best. “Give the Holy Spirit” 
refers to the Spirit’s continuing presence and power in believers’ lives. His presence and power 
assure us we can expect to receive that for which we pray.  

 


