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LUKE 10:1-16 
 
LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 
 

ICE BREAKER 

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

- As followers of Jesus, what is our role and responsibility in bringing others to faith in Him? 
What is God’s responsibility in this? 

- What is the relationship between these two roles? How do we sometimes get these two roles 
mixed up? 

As hard as we try to make our lost friends and family members believe in Christ for salvation, we 
cannot. To become a Christian requires being born again; a feat only God can accomplish. One of 
the distinguishing marks of Christianity is the belief that we cannot convert anyone by ourselves. 
Salvation is a work of God that is received by repentance and faith. Understanding this 
distinguishing mark will help us better understand our role in delivering and demonstrating the 
gospel to our lost friends and family. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Father God, thank you for empowering and equipping us to carry out your mission in the world. 
Jesus, help us be your hands and feet. Spirit, fill us with your power as we carry the gospel message 
to those who do not yet know Jesus. Amen. 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

God calls us to obediently go as He sends us on mission, trusting Him with the results.  We 
are His hands and feet. We carry His possibility to others if we live in the power of the Spirit. 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ LUKE 10:1-16. 

Jesus had just finished teaching on the cost of discipleship with Him. Jesus then sent out 72 
dedicated disciples with stringent requirements. The result was a series of tremendous 
spiritual victories. 

a. How would you describe the work assigned to the 35 pairs in Luke 10:1-4? 

b. What were the disciples to leave behind? How might these things get in the way of fulfilling 
our responsibilities as Jesus’ disciples? 

c. What other things can interfere with fulfilling our responsibilities to Jesus? 

d. What kind of household guests were these disciples to be? Why did that matter? 

The 72 were to trust God to provide for their needs on the journey. Jesus told them not to carry a 
money bag, backpack, or sandals. They were not to weigh themselves down with excess baggage 
but travel light and depend on the Lord to take care of them. We often are willing to follow Jesus only 
if all our material needs are guaranteed. Jesus wants disciples who will serve in faith, believing He is 
willing and able to meet their needs. Fulfilling the responsibilities of being a disciple means serving 
Jesus Christ in faith; trusting Him to care for us in difficult situations and to provide for our needs. 

e. According to verses 8-12, what was the basic message of these disciples? 

f. How do these verses show the urgency Jesus Himself sensed for evangelism? What was 
the reason for this urgency? 

Jesus did not want the 72 to argue, debate, or cajole people concerning the gospel. The gospel does 
not have to be explained so much as proclaimed. Also, the message is not complicated but is quite 
simple: the kingdom of God has come near you. Wherever Jesus comes, people have the choice of 
receiving Him and in doing so, accepting the reign of God in their lives. Showing compassion for the 
people’s temporal needs would help the disciples find a more receptive audience for the eternal 
message of salvation. 

g. Look at verse 16. What is the comfort and the danger of aligning oneself with Jesus? 

Not everyone would accept the disciples or their message. However, they were to minister in Christ’s 
name, demonstrating the power of His love and proclaiming the imminence of His reign. 

2. READ LUKE 10:17-20. 

a. Jesus sent His disciples in His name to serve Him. What advantage, according to Luke 
10:17-20, did that give the 72? 

b. How did Jesus respond to the return of the 72? What did He mean by these words? 



c. What kinds of victories have you seen Christians have over Satan? 

The 72 returned filled with joy. Imagine the scene as this large group lifted their voices with shouts of 
joy and testimonies of wonder! As the 72 reached Jesus, they exclaimed that even the demons were 
under their authority in His name. In that power, the 72 healed people, including those with infirmities 
related to demons. God gave them power to deal with whatever situation they faced. 

Jesus emphasized that the disciples should not focus on their spiritual power, even over the spirits, 
meaning the demonic hosts. Of greater importance was the disciples’ spiritual security because their 
names were written in heaven. This phrase points to the assurance of eternal salvation believers 
have through faith in Jesus. He acknowledged the 72 had participated in great spiritual victories. Yet 
He encouraged them to rejoice in something better than this spiritual power they had exercised; the 
power of God they had experienced in salvation. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

What is the single most difficult part of following Christ for you? What is something you can 
do this week to improve in that area? 

What do you think could happen in our neighborhood if everyone in our church partnered 
together to follow Jesus with less distraction? 

Thank God for sending Jesus as the ultimate Lamb who willingly suffered on our behalf so that we 
might be saved. Thank Him for saving us by His grace. Pray that we would willingly take the gospel 
to wolves, and, in so doing, learn to trust Him more. Ask God to deepen our affections for Him, our 
passion for His kingdom, and our willingness to share the gospel with others. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE 

REFLECT 

- What would change in your life if you made the decision daily to choose the cross 
over comfort, God’s mission over maintaining the status quo, and sacrifice over 
selfishness?  

RESPOND 

- What needs to happen to make this change? 

 Also … Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme. 

  



MEMORY VERSE 

Luke 10:2, Christian Standard Version (CSV) 

He told them, “The harvest is abundant, but the workers are few. Therefore, pray to the Lord 
of the harvest to send out workers into his harvest.” 

COMMENTARY 

LUKE 10:1-20 

10:1 Though not mentioned in 9:1-6, Jesus had apparently sent out the apostles previously in pairs 
(see Mk 6:7). In this verse He sent out 70 other followers to cover Judea with the message of good 
news in advance of His coming. 

10:2 Christ seems to be saying that, as abundant as the spiritual harvest was, the 70 whom He sent 
out to preach were not enough. There was need for many more to take the message, and prayers 
must be offered to meet this need. 

10:3 Lambs among wolves was a common metaphor in Judaism for being in a dangerous situation. 

10:5-6 Peace (Hb shalom) was a traditional Jewish greeting. But the word actually speaks of 
wholeness or well-being. Son of is a Jewish expression meaning “one characterized by” (Ac 4:36). In 
this context, “son of peace” and “your peace” appear to relate to the 70 followers who were offering 
the message of peace with God through faith in Jesus Christ (Rm 5:1). 

10:7 The worker is worthy of his wages is a basic principle of fairness. This was quoted by the 
apostle Paul in making his case for ministers of God’s Word being paid for their work (1Tim 5:17-18). 

10:8-9 If the 70 disciples were made welcome in a town, it indicated that the hearts of the people 
were open to the gospel message. In some sense, the present tense aspects of the kingdom of God 
were present in the preaching of the gospel and the healing ministry delegated by Jesus to the 70. 

10:12 That day is the day of judgment. Sodom was destroyed by the Lord because of its sin (Gen 
19:23). 

10:13-14 Chorazin and Bethsaida were towns in Galilee near Capernaum. Tyre and Sidon were 
Gentile cities in Phoenicia on the Mediterranean coast northwest of Galilee. Sackcloth and ashes 
were worn by those in mourning, sometimes as an expression of repentance from sin (Neh 9:1; Jnh 
3:5). 

10:15 Jesus spent more time in ministry in Capernaum than anywhere else in Galilee. Yet, in their 
arrogance (exalted to heaven), the people of this city rejected Jesus and, as a result of their unbelief, 
would be sent to Hades (death, the realm of death or punishment beyond the grave). 

10:16 The principle here is that rejection of the disciples is ultimately rejection of God the Father ( 
the One who sent Me), for the Father sent the Son and the Son in turn sent out the 70 disciples to 
preach and heal (vv. 1,9). Since they were commissioned by Christ, to listen to the 70 was like 



listening to Jesus Himself. Likewise, to reject the 70 was to reject Jesus. Finally, to reject Jesus was 
to reject God the Father. 

10:17-20 Part of the healing that the Seventy disciples performed (v. 9) had to do with casting out 
demons. The phrase Satan fall from heaven is probably an echo of Ezek 28:16-17, speaking of the 
initial judgment upon the Devil after he rebelled against God. This passage speaks of a further 
defeat suffered by Satan as Jesus’ disciples were victorious in ministry over the power of the enemy 
(Satan), symbolized here by snakes and scorpions. As awesome as the power to cast out demons 
was, it was even more significant that the disciples’ names were written in the listing of the elect of 
God; the Lamb’s book of life in heaven (see Rev 13:8). 


