
 

 

Water of Life Community Church 
THE WONDER OF GOD 
WEEK 7 
LUKE 9:1-27 
 
LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 
 

ICE BREAKER 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

- Do you enjoy do-it-yourself projects? Why or why not? 

- Have you ever had a project go bad? Briefly share your experience. 

- When you sense God would have you do something for Him, do you typically try and 
accomplish it using your own resources? How do our actions and attitudes reveal our trust, 
or lack thereof, in God’s provision for us? 

When God calls us to accomplish a task, a do-it-yourself attitude results in two things: pride if you 
believe you can accomplish it alone and doubt if you don’t trust He can provide through you. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 
Jesus, thank you for showing us what it looks like to make the most of what we've been given. As 
you have passed the baton to us, help us learn from your miraculous life so that we might walk in a 
manner worthy of that calling. In Jesus' name, amen. 

WORSHIP 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 
Before Jesus’ disciples could represent Him well, they had to understand what following in 
Jesus’ footsteps required. Joining Jesus in His mission requires learning from Him, 
dependence on Him, and sacrificing for Him.  



 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ LUKE 9:1-6. 

a. What decision did Jesus make about His ministry in this passage? Why? 

b. Why are Jesus’ specific instructions to the disciples in verses 3-5 significant? What did 
these actions reveal? 

c. What mission has Jesus given you? How do Jesus’ instructions to His disciples in these 
verses apply to our mission today? 

Jesus empowered the Twelve with divine authority and sent them on a mission to preach, heal, and 
cast out demons. The apostles were to be dependent on whom they lodged with and were to move 
on if a family or town did not welcome them. Upon their return from this successful effort, Jesus took 
the disciples and withdrew privately to a town called Bethsaida. 

2. READ LUKE 9:10-17. 

a.  What’s the difference between Jesus’ response to the crowd and the disciples’? What 
does each response reveal about them? 

b. What obvious solution to the dilemma of hunger did the disciples miss? Why should it 
have been obvious? What did their proposed solution show about their level of 
understanding of who Jesus was? 

Ironically, the disciples had just returned from a mission where they practiced divine power, given to 
them by Jesus, to meet people’s needs. Now they seemed oblivious to the possibility that He could 
provide food where little or none existed. When faced with the crowd, a supernatural solution never 
crossed their minds. Jesus, however, thrived on doing the impossible when it served the higher 
purpose of glorifying God. 

c. How did the miracle of feeding more than 5,000 people demonstrate that Jesus cares about 
every person? 

d. In what ways is Water of Life taking seriously Jesus’ concern for others and reaching more 
people in His name? How can we (as individuals and as a group) join in what our church is 
doing? 

With the attention of the disciples on the seemingly impossible challenge, Jesus showed them that 
He had the power to provide. As fast as the disciples lined up to receive food, Jesus doled it out. 
They served small group after small group. Luke pointed out that everyone ate and was filled. Jesus 
provided more than a snack. Everyone there had all they needed to satisfy their hunger. 

e. What circumstances today tempt us to limit Jesus? 

f. Since little becomes much when placed in Christ’s hands, what is our responsibility? In 
other words, how can we be generous with what Christ has provided for us? 



 

 

3. READ LUKE 9:18-27. 

When Jesus sent out His disciples in Luke 9:1, He helped them see their true identity as servants of 
God. Then with the teaching in verses 18-27, He helped them see His true identity as the Son of 
God. Peter confessed a belief that Jesus was the Messiah. Then Jesus told of His coming death and 
resurrection and warned the disciples that following Him meant personal suffering and sacrifice. 

a. How might the disciples have felt about verse 22? How might this have altered their 
understanding of Jesus’ mission and their part in it? 

b. In your own words, what did Jesus mean by “take up his cross”? Why is doing so a 
necessary part of discipleship? 

c. How does carrying a cross through life affect the decisions we make and priorities we 
have? 

Jesus defined what it means to follow Him: a rejection of self-centered living and total commitment to 
Him. We are to place God and His kingdom’s priorities first in our lives. The idea that one is to take 
up one’s cross emphasizes dying to self, and the words “follow Me” emphasize living according to 
the Lord’s will and direction. 

4. READ LUKE 9:28-36. 

a. What do you imagine the transfiguration looked like?  

Moses represented God’s Law, which he received on behalf of the Jewish people, and Elijah 
represented the Old Testament prophets who foretold the Messiah’s coming. According to Luke’s 
account of the scene, Moses and Elijah discussed with Jesus His coming “departure,” or “exodus” in 
Hebrew. 

b. What was Moses’ exodus experience? What was Elijah’s (see 2 Kings 2:11)? 

c. What would Jesus’ exodus entail? How did it compare to what Moses and Elijah 
accomplished? Why was Jesus’ exodus better? 

What Moses and Elijah began and had waited hundreds of years to see was about to happen. To 
them, Jesus represented promises kept by a faithful God. Moses led God’s people on the exodus 
out of physical slavery. Elijah experienced a personal exodus out of this world on a flaming chariot. 
Jesus’ exodus was better than both of theirs. He died, was resurrected, and then ascended to 
heaven, and through this work He provides all of us with a way out of spiritual slavery. Jesus’ 
“exodus” is our means to salvation and eternal life with Him. 

d. Why is it so tempting to want to stay with God on a mountain-top experience, rather than 
coming back down to serve? 

Peter didn’t miss the greatness of this mountain-top moment. In fact, he loved the encounter so 
much that he wanted to build tents and stay there forever. But staying on the mountain would be an 
abandonment of the ministry to which God had called him. 

e. Read verses 34-35 again. Why do you think God felt it necessary to speak in this particular 
moment? 



 

 

Peter was interrupted by another bright cloud of God’s glory and the voice of God the Father. When 
God spoke in that moment, it confirmed Jesus’ identity and gave authority to His words. 

f. The disciples’ re-entry could be equated to returning from a mission trip when you’ve seen 
God work in ways you never imagined. Have you had an experience like that? If so, describe 
what coming back to “normal” life was like for you. 

Only three disciples accompanied Jesus to the mountain. The other nine had stayed behind. 
Evidently this man brought his child to them while Jesus was on the mountain. These disciples, 
however, couldn’t exorcise the demon from the boy. Again the disciples demonstrated weak faith. 
Jesus previously had given them “authority over all the demons” (Luke 9:1). They failed to use that 
authority. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

What is your mission in life? What does God’s kingdom have to do with it? 

Since little becomes much when placed in Christ’s hands, what is our responsibility? 

What are some practical implications of the fact that Jesus is the Son of God? How can these 
affect the way you live as a son or daughter of God? 

Ask God to help your group step out in faith and trust that Christ will provide for personal needs or in 
serving others. Pray that you would be generous with what you receive, and that through your 
dependence on Him and personal sacrifice you would point others to Christ. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE 
REFLECT 

- Think back to a time in your life where you saw the power of God move THROUGH 
you. How were you a blessing to someone else?  

RESPOND 
- Commit to following the Lord’s prompting to use you this week to bless someone 

else. 

 Also … Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme.  



 

 

MEMORY VERSE 
Luke 9:35, Christian Standard Version (CSV) 

"Then a voice came from the cloud, saying, 'This is my Son, the Chosen One; listen to Him!'”  

COMMENTARY 
LUKE 9:1-45 

9:1-2 After the Twelve had observed Jesus’ ministry for several months, He delegated power and 
authority over demons and diseases to them. Their other mission was to proclaim the kingdom of 
God. In the parallel passage in Matthew 10, the apostles were specifically instructed to avoid the 
Samaritans and Gentiles and to go only to “the lost sheep of the house of Israel” (Mt 10:5-6), but 
Luke did not include this restriction. 

9:3-5 The apostles were to be dependent on whom they lodged with (take nothing) and were to 
move on if a family or town did not welcome them. Shake off the dust from your feet was a gesture 
of judgment against those who rejected the apostles and their message about Jesus. 

9:6 Proclaiming the good news is paralleled here with “proclaim the kingdom of God” in v. 2. The 
message of the gospel of Jesus Christ is the means of entry into the kingdom of God. 

9:7-9 Herod Antipas was at a loss to decide whether Jesus was John the Baptist raised from the 
dead. The parallel passages (Mt 14:2; Mk 6:16) indicate he decided that Jesus was indeed the risen 
John. Others around Antipas, however, thought Jesus was the prophet Elijah (see Mal 4:5). John 
himself had partially fulfilled this prophecy (Mt 11:14). Still others believed that some other Old 
Testament prophet had come back. 

9:10 Jesus and His disciples had retired to a town called Bethsaida. This fishing village was situated 
at the north end of the Sea of Galilee and east of the Jordan River. Capernaum, the city that served 
as an unofficial base for Jesus’ ministry in Galilee, lay nearby on the western side of the river. Peace 
and quiet eluded Jesus and the apostles. The adoring crowds found out their location and followed. 
Jesus welcomed them. 

9:11 Consistency dominated Jesus’ approach to ministry. He related to this multitude as He did in 
other situations. Jesus taught them about the kingdom of God. He explained the need for God to be 
enthroned in human hearts. Like any good teacher, Jesus repeated this message often in hopes of it 
hitting home with His hearers. 

9:12 This encounter lasted until late in the day. Day’s end meant the approach of mealtime. The 
disciples demonstrated their practical side when they insisted that Jesus send the crowd away. The 
verb “send” is an imperative, suggesting that the apostles ordered Jesus to dismiss the crowd 
instead of suggesting that He do so. He had spent the day teaching and meeting the needs of the 
multitude. The disciples, however, never considered His ability to address the pressing need for 
food. 



 

 

The disciples suggested that Jesus send the people into more populated areas nearby to find food 
and lodging. The Twelve felt the crowd ought to take care of their own hunger. Being in a deserted 
place meant there would be little to no possibility of the crowd’s finding hospitality from residents. 

Ironically, the disciples had recently returned from a mission in which they practiced supernatural 
power bestowed on them by Jesus to meet people’s needs. Now they seemed oblivious to the 
possibility of His ability to provide food where none existed. Give the Twelve some credit, however. 
They did notice the hungry and called Jesus’ attention to them. 

9:13 Jesus turned the tables on the apostles when they wanted Him to send the hungry away. Jesus 
identified a disconnect in the disciples. They had met the needs of people on their recent training 
mission. When faced with the crowd, however, a supernatural solution never crossed their minds. 
Jesus, however, refused to dismiss the people so quickly. That’s why He suggested the disciples do 
something themselves. 

The Twelve, however, failed to “get it.” Their minds considered only the logical solution of food they 
had on hand. Five thin pieces of bread and two small fish would not go far. Furthermore, they 
possessed insufficient resources to go and buy food for such a crowd. 

9:14-15 The estimate of 5,000 men in the crowd overwhelmed the disciples. This number probably 
did not include the women and children also on site. The situation represented an insurmountable 
task. Jesus, however, thrived on doing the impossible when it served the higher purpose of glorifying 
God. Jesus instructed the disciples to have the people sit down in groups of about 50 each. 
Organization of the large crowd into more manageable-sized groups allowed for an orderly 
distribution of food. 

9:18-20 These verses are another example of Luke’s emphasis on prayer. The answers the disciples 
gave to Jesus’ question about His identity prove that Herod Antipas was not the only person who 
was perplexed on this point. When Jesus asked the disciples their personal opinion, Peter answered 
as spokesman for the group. His answer, that Jesus is God’s Messiah, is the conclusion to which 
everything in Luke’s Gospel points. 

9:21-22 Jesus was not ready to present Himself openly as the Messiah. In popular Jewish views of 
that time, Messiah was expected to overthrow Roman rule and, in a wave of popularity, take over as 
king of Israel. Contrary to this, Jesus’ mission was to suffer and be rejected by the Jewish leadership 
before being killed and raised from the dead. This was the first of several predictions by Jesus of His 
death and/or resurrection. 

9:23 To be a true disciple of Jesus requires self-denial. The cross was the most painful and 
humiliating form of execution of the Roman era. Thus, to take up one’s cross daily is to expect 
painful situations every day because of allegiance to Christ. 

9:24-25 The principle that one must lose one’s life to save it as opposed to living only for this world is 
Jesus’ most common refrain in the Gospels. To follow Him, we must lay down our devotions to this 
world and live for Christ and His mission. No matter how wealthy a person is in this life (gains the 
whole world), he will be bankrupt eternally if he dies without Christ. 

9:26-27 To be ashamed of Christ and His words indicates unbelief, which will bring eternal judgment 
at His second coming. It is also possible for believers to temporarily cower in fear around unbelieving 
peers and act “ashamed” of Jesus, as Peter did in his denials of Christ. In such cases a believer may 
suffer loss of heavenly reward, but not suffer eternal punishment. The statement in verse 27 refers to 
the next event in the book—the transfiguration. Some standing here indicates Peter, James, and 



 

 

John, who were with Jesus at His transfiguration (v. 28). See the kingdom of God apparently means 
that the glorious appearance of Jesus (vv. 29,32) was a preview of the coming kingdom. 

9:28-29 The traditional candidate for the mountain in these verses is Mount Tabor, six miles east of 
Nazareth and about 1,900 feet in elevation. However, it is more likely that it was Mount Hermon, 
located between Caesarea Philippi and Damascus, which rises to 9,000 feet above sea level. We 
are not told in what sense the appearance of Jesus’ face changed. His clothes are described as 
dazzling white (gleaming, like a bolt of lightning). There may be an intended similarity here to Moses 
after he was with God on Mount Sinai (Ex 34:29-35) or to the vision of the Son of Man in Rev. 1:13-
16. 

9:30-31 Jewish tradition expected Moses and Elijah (see Mal 4:5-6) to return before the arrival of the 
kingdom of God. Like Jesus, their appearances were almost blinding in this special appearance. The 
word translated “death” (Gk “exodos”) means “departure,” though it can also refer to the Old 
Testament exodus from Egypt. The choice of this word may be an association with the presence of 
Moses. In Jerusalem makes it clear that the “exodus” would be Jesus’ death on the cross. 

9:32-33 It is not clear whether Peter, James, and John were in a deep sleep because it was in the 
middle of the night, or if they were caused to fall asleep as Daniel was when angels came (Dan 8:18; 
10:9). Peter spoke as Moses and Elijah were departing in an attempt to prolong the glorious scene. 
But his idea was shortsighted for two reasons: (1) to make three equal tabernacles (temporary 
structures for housing) was to place Moses and Elijah on a level with Jesus, and not to worship Him 
exclusively; and (2) Jesus’ discussion of His coming “exodus” in Jerusalem meant there was no 
room for delay in God’s plan of redemption. 

9:34-35 The cloud that overshadowed the scene recalls the cloud that came over the tabernacle in 
the wilderness (Ex 40:34-35). The voice from the cloud combines an echo of 3:22, at Jesus’ baptism, 
and an allusion to Dt 18:15, where Israel was told to listen to the prophet like Moses who would 
come (the Messiah). 

9:36 Luke did not state why the three apostles were silent about what they had experienced, though 
Matt. 17:9 states that Jesus commanded them to tell no one until after His resurrection. In 2 Peter 
1:16-18, Peter recalled his experience at the transfiguration. 

9:37 The next day, or the day after His transfiguration experience on the mountain, Jesus came back 
to face yet another demanding circumstance. He encountered a large crowd. They wanted 
something from Jesus. 

9:38 As Jesus met the crowd, a man cried out. This voice within the crowd addressed Jesus as 
“Teacher.” Use of this respectful title indicated the man’s acknowledgement of Jesus’ special nature. 
As with so many from the crowds that pressed Jesus, this man sought His help. The word “look” 
specifies a sincere concern such as God might show toward someone. A sense of urgency filled the 
man because this son was an only child. This fact highlighted even more the importance of the 
situation at hand. 

9:39 While the father didn’t indicate the oppressive spirit was demonic, the larger context reveals 
that it was. The sudden shrieking was associated with demonic activity. Other symptoms resemble 
what we know about certain types of epileptic seizures, including convulsions accompanied by 
foaming at the mouth. The child suffered from more than just an illness; he suffered from a relentless 
demon-caused affliction. The father explained, “It hardly ever leaves him.” 



 

 

9:40 The other nine had stayed behind. Evidently this man brought his child to them while Jesus was 
on the mountain. These disciples, however, couldn’t exorcise the demon from the boy. Again the 
disciples demonstrated weak faith. Jesus previously had given them “authority over all the demons” 
(Luke 9:1). They failed to use that authority. 

9:41-43 When He heard this report, Jesus rebuked not only the disciples but all present. They 
missed a key principle. God bestows His power on those who believe that He can deal with issues 
that seem impossible to humans. Jesus served among them for a limited time. Soon they would be 
left without His human presence to pick them up when their faithlessness rendered them 
incompetent. Although He showed frustration with those present, Jesus’ compassion toward the 
needy never waned. When the father brought the child closer, the demon knocked him down. In a 
last desperate attempt at control, the demon afflicted the boy again. The child collapsed from severe 
convulsions. 

At this point, however, Jesus rebuked the unclean spirit. This classic confrontation between the 
healing power of God and the destructive power of the demon brought the incident to a head. Jesus 
won. He cured the boy. In a poignant demonstration of compassion, Jesus gave him back to his 
father. The drama of this event caught the attention of all present. They came away astonished at 
the greatness of God. 

9:44-45 In the aftermath of the healing of the demon-possessed boy, Jesus shifted gears and 
announced that He would soon be betrayed (Gk “paradidomi;” “to be handed over, delivered”) and 
captured. The disciples were confused by Jesus’ words. Luke stated that it was concealed from 
them until after Jesus’ death and resurrection. Meanwhile, their fear of Jesus’ talk about betrayal and 
death kept them from asking Him what He meant. 


