
 

 

Water of Life Community Church 
CHRIST IN THE FEAST OF PENTECOST 
Guest Speaker, David Brickner 
DEUTERONOMY 16:9-12; 1 CORINTHIANS 15:20-28 
 
LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

What do you consider to be the “essential elements” of your life? What would happen were you 
to remove one? 

What are the essential elements of Christianity? What would happen if you removed one? 

Many people today are willing to accept that Jesus was a good man and gifted teacher, but unwilling 
to believe He physically rose from the grave. However, like a puzzle with missing pieces, Christianity 
without the resurrection is not the entire picture. An incomplete picture of the gospel is a false 
gospel. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 
Father God, thank you for offering Jesus as the ultimate and final sacrifice for our sins. Jesus, we 
celebrate who you are and what you have done. Let us not neglect to freely share the Good News of 
your gospel to all people. Spirit, we ask that you move in the lives of religious people who do not 
know or believe in the name of Jesus, who is the one and only means of salvation. In Jesus' name, 
amen. 

WORSHIP 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 
The resurrection of Christ guarantees the future resurrection of all believers and motivates us 
to live for the greater cause in the present. We must share the Good News of Jesus with all 
people so they might know Jesus, be cleansed from their sins once and for all, and spend 
eternity with Him in Heaven. 



 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1.  READ DEUTERONOMY 16:9-12. 

The Feast of Weeks later became more commonly called the Feast of Pentecost. It began exactly 
seven weeks from the start of the corn harvest. The third annual major festival was the Feast of 
Tabernacles (“Booths”). It was celebrated for seven days after the people had harvested grain and 
grapes. The purpose of this holiday was to become clean and be with the Lord. God called for two 
goats—one goat was a sin offering for Himself and the other goat served as the vehicle to remove 
the sins from the people.   

a. What did God want His people to remember through the festivals described in these 
verses? Why? 

b. Read Isaiah 53:6. How would you explain to someone that Jesus serves as the ultimate and 
final scapegoat for all humanity? 

2. READ LEVITICUS 23:17. 

a. What offering were the people to bring to the Lord? 

Yeast (leaven) is often used in Scripture to denote sin and corruption. In this Feast of Weeks, the 
offering of bread required yeast, while offerings for other celebrations required bread baked without 
leaven. The leaven in these loaves represents us, sinners whom God receives. The two loaves 
represent both Jews and Gentiles. Even in the Old Testament, God was communicating to us that 
salvation would come for all people! 

b. How might this passage be helpful as we seek to reach Jewish people for Jesus?  

c. Read John 6:22-35. What connection do you see between the Feast of Weeks and Jesus? 

3. READ 1 CORINTHIANS 15:20-28. 

a. What events does Paul describe in these verses? Consider making a timeline. How do 
these verses describe the whole history of man? 

b. Read Romans 5:12-14. What did Paul mean when he said Adam was a type or pattern of the 
one to come? How is Christ the new Adam? 

c. Paul wrote Christ is the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. What are first fruits and 
how do they help us understand this passage? 

d. Christ is a firstfruit offering for us. How are we also a firstfruit offering for him? 

In farming, firstfruits are the initial yield of a field or crop. They indicate to the farmer what he can 
expect from the rest of his crop. In the same way, followers of Jesus can look to Him as an example 
of what is to come.  



 

 

e. What does it mean to be subject to someone or something? How is death subject to 
Christ? What will Jesus do upon destroying death? 

These verses describe the grand sweep of human history from the fall of Adam to the consummation 
of God’s kingdom. Every Christ follower’s story ends with resurrection and eternal communion with 
Christ. Because Christ has been raised from the dead, all believers have unwavering assurance that 
they too will be raised. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

What stood out to you in this week's message? Explain. 

What would it look like for you to live as a firstfruit for Jesus this week? 

What effect does the resurrection of Jesus have on you today? What difference does it make 
in your relationships? in your work? in your recreation? 

How does the resurrection of Christ motivate you to share the gospel with others? What 
reactions can you anticipate when you do? How can you respond to those reactions? 

Though it may seem counter-intuitive, living focused on eternity is the best way to produce fruitful 
living in the present. What we believe about the resurrection affects every aspect of our faith. 
Resurrection is the hope of every Christian. Living life for the greater cause of the gospel means 
living with our eyes on eternity. 

Thank God for the love He has shown you in Jesus Christ. Pray for those around you who do not 
have the hope of the resurrection. Pray the resurrection would motivate you to live a faithful and 
vibrant life in the present. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE 
REFLECT 
  

Take a moment and think about how the power of God has moved in and through your 
life. Posture yourself in a spirit of Thankfulness! 

RESPOND 
 

Commit to allowing God to move not just IN you this week but THROUGH you. Each day, 
pray for ways to be a blessing to others! 



 

 

Also … Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme. 

MEMORY VERSE 
Deuteronomy 16:11, New International Version (NLT) 

“And rejoice before the Lord your God at the place he will choose as a dwelling for his 
Name—you, your sons and daughters, your male and female servants, the Levites in your 
towns, and the foreigners, the fatherless and the widows living among you." 

COMMENTARY 
EXODUS 16:9-12 

16:9-10. Passover/Unleavened Bread marked the first religious festival of Israel’s year. The second 
was the Feast of Weeks, or, as it became more commonly called later, the Feast of Pentecost. It 
began exactly seven weeks from the time corn began to be harvested. It, too, was a celebration; not 
of deliverance, but of blessing. Worshipers were to bring a freewill offering that was in proportion to 
the blessings of the harvest. 

16:11-12. The Feast of Weeks, like the other festivals (except the Day of Atonement, which involved 
mourning for sin), was above all a time to rejoice before the Lord. God intended that the corporate 
life of the nation and the individual life of the believer be driven by joy. Only as Israel rejoiced in God 
could they show the world his sufficiency and greatness. In fact, God insisted that Israel’s rejoicing 
be all-inclusive. Sons, daughters, menservants, maidservants, the Levites, and aliens were all to 
participate in the celebration that recognized God’s blessing upon them all. As they rejoiced, the 
people of God were also to remember that they had been slaves in Egypt. Those memories would 
serve to reinforce their joy as they contemplated the contrast between what they were and what they 
had been. 

In the same spirit, Christians are to rejoice continuously as we consider the changes that God brings 
into our lives. The joyful life is a winsome life and a solid recommendation of the faith we represent. 

LEVITICUS 23:17 

23:15-22. The Feast of Weeks (Pentecost) was to occur seven full weeks after the Feast of 
Firstfruits; thus it was named “Weeks” (23:15-16a). The worshiper was to present a wave offering of 
two loaves of bread composed of two-tenths of an ephah of fine flour. In addition, along with seven 
male lambs, one bull and two rams were to be presented as a burnt offering to the Lord (23:16b-18). 
A male goat was to be sacrificed as a sin offering, and two male lambs were given for a fellowship 
offering (23:19-20). No work was to be done on this day (23:21). During the celebration of this feast 
the Israelites were to remember the poor, for they were reminded to leave the corners of the field for 
the poor and the alien to glean (23:22; see 19:9-10). 

  



 

 

1 CORINTHIANS 15:20-28 

15:20. Christ’s genuine, well-attested resurrection is the guarantee of our future resurrection. 
“Firstfruits” refers to the guarantee that Christ’s resurrection is the first-of-a-kind resurrection that 
promises others will follow in the end time. In this instance, the phrase “those who have fallen 
asleep” refers specifically to those who have died in Christ.  

15:21-22. Paul presents a parallel of necessary effects. Through one man, Adam, death came to 
humanity. If this is ever to be reversed, it must be done so through like kind: a man. God has 
appointed just such a man: Jesus Christ, who is fully divine and fully human. Through His 
resurrection, the promise of resurrection comes to a new humanity “in Christ.” The second 
occurrence of the word all refers to all those who are joined to Christ through faith. 

15:23. Jesus’ resurrection precedes and makes certain the resurrection of those who belong to 
Christ at His coming. 

15:24-28. The Son, as the resurrected Messiah, will conquer and subdue everything, including the 
last enemy— death. By saying “He must reign,” Paul touches on the set-in-stone divine plan that 
assures us that history will end in just this way: with God triumphant over all evil and God’s people 
reigning with Christ forever. 


