
 

 

Water of Life Community Church 
THE WONDER OF GOD 
WEEK 3 
LUKE 5:12-32 
 
LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold.  
 

ICE BREAKER 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

- What is the sickest you have ever been? Did someone help you get better? Who? 

- How did you feel about yourself when you were well again? How had your perspective on life 
changed? 

- How did you feel toward the person who helped you? 

Knowing that Jesus’ ministry of Good News included many good deeds for those in need impacts 
how we understand and relate to Him personally. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 
Father God, thank you for your ultimate healing in our lives through the death and resurrection of 
your Son Jesus. Jesus, we are amazed that you would die in our place to bring us spiritual healing, 
and to know that you care, too, about our physical needs reminds us your lovingkindness and care 
toward us knows no bounds. Spirit, lead us to deeper trust in all things. In Jesus' name, amen. 

WORSHIP 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 
When talking about His mission on earth, Jesus said, “The healthy don’t need a doctor, but 
the sick do. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Luke 5:31-32). 
As the Great Physician, Jesus offers the solution to our spiritual sickness—His forgiveness 
and grace. At the same time, Jesus cares for the total person, as evidenced by His healing of 
the sick in the Gospels. 



 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ LUKE 5:12-16. 

a. What did the leper believe to be true about Jesus (v. 12)? 

b. Based on what you know about leprosy, why is it worth noting that Jesus “reached out his 
hand and touched the man” (v. 13)? Read Leviticus 13:1-2,45-46 for insight. 

c. What do you think Jesus’ touch meant to the leper? 

2. READ LUKE 5:17-26. 

a. What’s the biggest miracle in the story of the paralyzed man? Explain. 

b. Why did Jesus forgive the man’s sins before healing his physical paralysis? How have you 
seen God’s miraculous work of forgiveness in your life? 

If we’re honest, we’d probably be more astonished by the miracle of a lame man walking, but a much 
greater price has been paid for the restoration of our souls. Through the physical and spiritual 
healing of the paralyzed man, Jesus established His authority to forgive sins, a power reserved for 
God alone. 

c. What can we learn about compassion from the paralytic man’s friends? 

d. The paralyzed man’s friends showed great determination in bringing their friend to Jesus. 
How far would you go to meet people’s needs? 

e. Ask a volunteer to read aloud Luke 4:32-36 to recall the kind of authority Jesus had already 
demonstrated. What new realm of authority did Jesus now reveal? How did the Pharisees 
respond to this authoritative act (v. 21)? 

f. Do you find it harder to address someone’s spiritual needs or physical needs? Why? 

g. How might we, like the Pharisees, paralyze ourselves by determining what Jesus can and 
cannot do? What’s the cure for that paralysis? 

Luke’s description of Jesus’ healing a leper and restoring a paralyzed man illustrates the relationship 
of Jesus’ spiritual power to His authority in people’s lives. The leper acknowledged Jesus as Lord 
and left his request for healing up to Christ. Similarly, Jesus’ response to the silent confession of His 
lordship by the paralytic man’s friends demonstrated both His power over the physical as well as His 
authority in spiritual areas. Jesus alone can forgive sins. No other person has the authority to take 
our sins away. 

3. READ LUKE 5:27-32. 

a. What did Jesus do to upset the Pharisees? Why did they react the way they did? 

b. What truth did Jesus teach the Pharisees? What might He say to you because of this truth? 



 

 

c. Who do you relate to more in this story—the tax collectors and sinners or the Pharisees? 
Why? 

We see in the story of the feast of Levi that Jesus valued those times when He connected with sinful 
people. He had an open-handed philosophy when it came to meeting people where they were on 
their life journeys and walking with them. This gives us an unmistakable glimpse of Jesus’ heart for 
people who don’t have it all together. He wants to win the hearts of those looking for a second 
chance at life. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

The friends of the paralytic saw Jesus as their healer. What would change in your life this 
week if you truly saw Jesus as the Healer? 

In what situation might the Spirit be leading you to adopt new vision, hope, or opportunity? 

What could our group do together to meet people’s needs and bring them to Jesus, like the 
paralytic man’s friends? 

Ask God to awaken your group to the needs all around them and to give all of you a desire to make 
a difference in the lives of people outside your individual circles. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE 
REFLECT 

- Has there ever been a time where you prayed for healing, whether for yourself or 
someone else? What happened?  

RESPOND 

- Invite the Holy Spirit to empower you with courage to take risks this week. 

 Also … Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme. 

MEMORY VERSE 
Luke 5:31-32, Christian Standard Version (CSV) 

Jesus replied to them, “It is not those who are healthy who need a doctor, but those who are 
sick.  I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance. 



 

 

COMMENTARY 
LUKE 5:12-32 

5:12 Jesus moved through Galilee at this time as an itinerant Teacher and Healer. Luke did not 
identify all of the places that Jesus went. The healing miracle recorded here took place in one of the 
towns. In Luke’s account (and in Jesus’ ministry approach), the more important emphasis was the 
people Jesus helped, not the places where He went. A man with a serious skin disease all over him 
lived in this town. The Greek word rendered “serious skin disease “is “lepras,” the basis of our 
English word leprosy. The biblical term could apply to a number of different skin diseases, including 
true “leprosy.” Leprosy also had the ugly impact of rendering its victims spiritually unclean. Anyone 
who touched a diseased individual also became unclean. Thus communities isolated lepers and 
expected them to warn others not to come near them. Such isolation heaped psychological damage 
on sufferers in addition to their physical pain. The man recognized that Jesus could make him clean. 
Cleansing represented a number of things in this context. It stood for healing from disease, spiritual 
purification, and a return to normal living. The man entrusted his life to Jesus to make it happen. 

5:13-14 Jesus’ reaction to the leper broke from the norm. Reaching out His hand, He touched him. 
Physical contact with such a person resulted in the clean person becoming unclean. Jesus’ 
compassion overrode Jewish law. Jesus did not seek to purposely undermine the law. Instead, He 
responded based on the higher law of love. He acted to reinstate the man to a normal life. Jesus 
ordered him to tell no one. Too much misunderstanding about the Messiah existed already. More 
publicity about miracles brought insincere people to Jesus. They often came for the wrong reasons. 
So He asked the healed man not to spread the word about his healing. Jesus commanded the man 
to do two things. First, “Go and show yourself to the priest.” Legal requirements existed to verify 
healings. Priests certified any healed skin disease by visual examination. They held the authority to 
release a person back into society (see Lev. 14:1-32). Second, Jesus instructed the man to “offer 
what Moses prescribed for your cleansing.” A thank offering took place after the priest’s examination. 
This sacrifice followed the declaration of cleansing as an expression of gratitude to God. 

5:15-16 After this healing, the news about Jesus didn’t diminish but rather spread. Large crowds 
sought to hear Jesus teach. Possibly He shunned such crowds because the curious missed the 
deeper purpose of His message. Additionally, many rushed to Jesus to be healed of their 
sicknesses. This reason, too, missed the point of Jesus’ ministry. Physical healing without the 
greater result of spiritual healing failed to develop genuine believers. In order to protect Himself and 
His mission, Jesus often withdrew to deserted places. Separation from the crowds allowed Him to 
hear from the Heavenly Father. 

5:17-20 The Pharisees were the legalistic Jewish religious party. The teachers of the law of Moses 
were also known as “the scribes.” They functioned essentially as lawyers who worked closely with 
the Pharisees. These leaders had heard about Jesus’ preaching and power to heal, and they 
decided that He needed to be observed carefully. The persistence of the paralyzed man’s friends to 
get him into the presence of Jesus reflects strong faith. But Jesus focused on the man’s greatest 
need—forgiveness of sins through faith in God’s Son. 

5:21-25 The scribes and Pharisees understood that Jesus was acting as if He were God when He 
claimed to forgive the sins of the paralyzed man. Not only did they not believe He was God, they 
viewed His claims as blasphemies. Jesus was perceiving their thoughts because He knew what is in 
man (Jn 2:25). In verse 23 Jesus expressed the heart of their doubt. It was much easier to just say 
your sins are forgiven than to heal a paralytic since there could be no visible proof of whether sins 
had been forgiven. To demonstrate that He had power to do the invisible miracle of forgiving sins, 



 

 

Jesus performed the visible miracle of healing the paralytic. The man got up immediately and went 
home glorifying God. 

5:26 The Pharisees and scribes together with everyone else in the crowd were astounded at Jesus’ 
miracle. The “they” of “they were giving glory to God” apparently included unbelieving scribes and 
Pharisees. There was simply no denying the wonder of what Jesus had done, but submitting to 
Jesus and the far-reaching implications of His claims was another thing altogether. 

5:27-28 Although Jesus appeared to see Levi in passing and beckoned him, “Follow Me,” Jesus 
never did anything without forethought and purpose. Doubtless He had seen Levi the tax collector at 
his station at the tax office before this time. The focus of Luke’s account is Levi’s response to Jesus’ 
command. Just as the fishermen left all (5:1-11), even so Levi left everything. 

5:29 Levi was elated that Jesus would invite him to join His company and was grateful Jesus had 
given him a new life. He asked Jesus to be the guest of honor at a banquet at his house. Levi 
naturally invited those who had been his friends and business associates. Other Jews shunned tax 
collectors because they were employed by the Romans to collect taxes from their fellow citizens. 
The tax collectors were allowed to keep for themselves any amount they could coerce above the 
required tax. Unscrupulous men became rich from the disreputable trade at the expense of their 
countrymen. However, Jesus extended a hand of acceptance to those rejected by others. 

5:30 The response of the Pharisees and scribes may not have occurred at the banquet. Otherwise 
they would have been guilty of the same impropriety of which they accused Jesus and the disciples. 
They did not approach Jesus directly but complained to His disciples. These self-righteous religious 
leaders saw socializing with tax collectors and sinners as improper behavior and thus shunned such 
people. 

5:31 In His response, Jesus was not equating the Pharisees’ self-righteousness with spiritual health. 
Rather He was focusing on those who knew they had spiritual needs—the same tax collectors and 
sinners at the banquet in need of His love and forgiveness. Unfortunately, the Pharisees did not 
recognize they had the same malady and also needed the Great Physician’s help. 

5:32 Again, Jesus was not suggesting the Pharisees were spiritually healthy. The use of “righteous” 
probably touched a nerve with the religious leaders. Jesus saw and exposed their self-righteousness 
in a single sentence. Only people who are willing to acknowledge they are sinners can repent. Jesus 
wants us to recognize we have sinned and to come to Him in repentance. As we receive His 
forgiveness, we become more aware of our unworthiness of His love. We then are more forgiving 
and accepting of others. 


