
 

 

Water of Life Community Church 
THE WONDER OF GOD 
WEEK 2 
LUKE 3-4 
 
LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 

ICE BREAKER 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

- When you were a teenager, how did you answer the question, "What do you want to do with 
your life?" 

- How has that answer changed in adulthood? 

One of the most pressing issues all of us face in life is the question, “What do I want to do with my 
life?” In a world filled with ever-increasing options, many of us find ourselves stuck in neutral when 
faced with major life decisions. Jesus relied on the guiding of the Holy Spirit in His life. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 
Father God, thank you for the wisdom that comes only from above. Jesus, we praise you this day 
and bless your holy name. Spirit, lead us to live lives that give all glory to God in repentance from 
sin, commitment to His Word, and full reliance on Your power. In Jesus' name, amen. 

WORSHIP 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 
An important part of understanding Jesus is understanding the key role the Holy Spirit 
played in His ministry. The Spirit’s leading was vital in Jesus’ ministry. Learning to discern 
His leading was necessary for Jesus’ disciples in His early ministry and is critical for His 
disciples today. The Holy Spirit helps us know we must resist the temptation to sin and 
repent from sin when we commit it. 



 

 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ LUKE 3:1-18. 

John the Baptist received God’s message and proclaimed it to the people. He called for people to 
repent of sins in preparation for the Messiah’s appearance. Eventually, John’s public rebuke of a 
political ruler’s sinful behavior landed him in prison (vv. 19-20). 

a. What is the purpose of repentance? How would you explain your experience of repentance 
to an unbeliever? 

b. Why do Christians, though saved, need to live a lifestyle of ongoing repentance? 

Repentance means turning from sin and turning to God. Repentance expresses a sincere, inner 
reorientation of life away from sin and toward God. Spiritual transformation within a person becomes 
evident in that individual’s lifestyle and behavior. Once you have repented and been forgiven of sins, 
you become sensitive to areas of your life that are not in accordance with God’s will. 

c. What do we miss if we turn away from sin without ever turning toward God? 

d. According to Luke 3:15-16, how was John different from Jesus? 

e. Put John’s warning in verse 17 into your own words. Why was this important to note in a 
conversation about repentance and the coming Messiah? 

2. READ LUKE 3:21-22. 

Luke used two accounts in Luke 3:21-38 to describe Jesus’ credentials as the Messiah. First was 
Jesus’ baptism, at which the Heavenly Father audibly affirmed Jesus as God’s Son. Second was a 
genealogical record that traced Jesus’ lineage through the Israelite patriarchs back to Adam, the first 
“son” of God (that is, first human that God created). 

a. Eighteen years had passed since Jesus, at the age of 12, went to the temple and listened to 
the religious teachers. Why would He choose to go to a river to announce the start of His 
ministry, rather than back to the temple? Who did He identify himself with through this 
action? 

b. Why was Jesus baptized, even though He didn’t need to repent of His sins? 

Luke continues to emphasize Jesus’ connection with humble people and he sets the stage for Jesus’ 
work on behalf of sinful humanity. Jesus was not baptized for the forgiveness of sins, as were all the 
other people whom John baptized. Rather, Jesus was baptized to identify Himself and His ministry 
with the ministry and message of His forerunner. By being at the river that day, He associated with 
repentant sinners. 

c. How would you describe to someone who is not familiar with Jesus the importance of Him 
being both human and divine, and His role as mediator between God and us? 



 

 

God’s plan of salvation was centered on Jesus. The Father’s proclamation as well as the Holy 
Spirit’s descension in the form of a dove authenticate His deity and authority as God on earth. We’ll 
see Satan test this deity in Luke 4. 

3. READ LUKE 4:1-13. 

a. Describe a personal wilderness experience from your life, if you feel comfortable sharing. 
What are the dangers of a wilderness experience? What are the potential blessings? 

As Jesus started His ministry there were no “softballs” lobbed to Him; rather, He was led to a point 
where He was physically exhausted and then interrogated by Satan. Many other saints of the past 
had been tested in the wilderness and it didn’t go very well for them. Yet, it is in this condition that 
Jesus shows us something very important about Himself: He succeeds where all others in the past 
had failed. 

b. What did this time of testing prove about Jesus? Why do you think Luke included the 
account so early in his Gospel? (Read Hebrews 4:15 and Romans 5:12-19 for insight.) 

In the Old Testament, faithfulness to God was proven in the midst of testing. How Jesus responded 
to this testing tells us about His ability to bring about God’s plan of salvation. The devil appeared to 
Jesus and challenged Him saying, “If you are the Son of God then . . . ” In each of the three tests, 
Jesus was prompted to “give in” to the flesh (physically by eating bread), power (by being granted 
kingdoms), and importance (by the means of an insidious submission to Satan). Ironically, by His not 
giving in to the temptation to “prove” He is the Son of God, He actually showed Himself to be the 
Son of God. In each case Jesus passed the test, showing His true vocation and divine Sonship. He 
identified with the hunger and frustration of physical weakness, yet He trusted in God’s word at a 
time when “giving in” could have easily been justified. 

c. Why is knowing and obeying God’s Word an effective weapon against temptation? 

4. READ LUKE 4:14-44. 

a. Which phrase from Isaiah's prophecy that Jesus fulfills stands out to you the most 
personally (4:18-19)? Why? 

God assigned the Messiah specific functions. First, He came to preach good news to the poor. 
Second, the Messiah came to proclaim freedom to the captives—those in the prison of sin. Third, 
recovery of sight to the blind took place through the Messiah. While the healing of physical blindness 
brings a new perspective on life, the healing of spiritual blindness brings new life altogether. Fourth, 
the Messiah arrived to set free the oppressed. Fifth, the Messiah came to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favor (see Lev. 25:10-17). This tradition symbolized the new start in life people can 
experience as a result of the Messiah’s mission. The heart of the Messiah’s ministry was 
redemption—righting the wrongs brought on by sin and drawing people back to God. 

b. How did Jesus' hometown respond to Him? How have you seen familiarity with Jesus turn 
into something negative? 

Jesus’ interaction with His hometown demonstrates the danger of letting familiarity with Jesus serve 
as a substitute for actual knowledge of Him. Jesus is confrontational toward those who “think” they 
have Him figured out and placed neatly into a box. “Isn’t this Joseph’s son?” Yet those who pose this 
query are the very ones who need to have their foundations about Jesus reexamined altogether. 



 

 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

Describe a time when God used your lack in a given area to prove His sufficiency. 

What role does the Holy Spirit play in both your daily life and your mission in life? 

In what area of life do you need to rely more on the Holy Spirit in the days ahead? How will 
you do it? 

Spend time in silent prayer, giving your group members the opportunity to voice prayers of 
repentance for sin. After a few minutes, close with a prayer of thanks to God for the power He gives 
us to fight back against the enemy. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE 
REFLECT 

- Think about a time in your life where you felt like there was a spiritual battle 
happening in your life. How did you respond?  

RESPOND 

- Invite the Holy Spirit to come and empower you this week against the battles you’re 
facing. 

 Also … Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme. 

MEMORY VERSE 
Luke 3:8a, New International Version (NIV) 

Produce fruit in keeping with repentance.  

COMMENTARY 
LUKE 3:1-22 

3:1 John the Baptist prepared the way for Jesus by calling people to repentance and faith. In so 
doing John helped prepare people for Jesus’ public ministry. God’s word apparently came to John 



 

 

much as it did to the Old Testament prophets. God used John as a mouthpiece or spokesman at this 
crucial time in history. God commissioned John as a prophet and equipped him for the task. 

3:2 With the phrase “son of Zechariah,” Luke identified John as the one born to prepare the way for 
the Lord (1:13-17). Obviously the desert played a significant role in John’s life. Luke also mentioned 
John’s life in the desert in Luke 1:80. The reference to the desert not only indicated John’s location; 
it also helped identify John as the prophetic voice promised in Isaiah 40:3. Desert places held 
significance for others mentioned in the Bible, including Moses and Jesus. 

3:3-6 John proclaimed a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. He performed this 
ministry in preparation for Jesus. John associated baptism with repentance. The Greek word 
translated “for” in the phrase “baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins” also could be 
translated “with reference to” or “as the result of.” God’s forgiveness was the result of the people’s 
repentance and was symbolized in baptism. Submitting to John’s baptism demonstrated evidence of 
repentance and willingness to participate in the coming kingdom of Christ. John preached a baptism 
that followed repentance and was a sign of that repentance. Repentance literally means “a change 
of mind” toward something. John called for a change of mind toward sin. He called people to confess 
and turn away from their sins and to turn to God. Baptism, then, was intended to symbolize publicly 
that repentance already had occurred in a person’s life. 

3:7-9 Verses 7-9 record the clear warning John sounded. Luke noted that John preached to the 
crowds. Matthew mentioned that John preached to the Pharisees and Sadducees (Matt. 3:7). John’s 
message from God was for everyone. All people need repentance. The harsh words of these verses 
indicate John’s awareness of the insincerity of some who presented themselves for baptism. How 
did John know that members of his audience had not repented? He saw that they had produced no 
fruit in keeping with repentance. John saw no evidence of changed lives. Many Jews considered 
themselves in right standing with God simply because they descended from Abraham. John 
reminded them of their individual accountability to God. They could rely neither on an outward 
ceremony of baptism nor on a physical descent from Abraham to save them from God’s wrath 
against sin. Instead they must individually turn to God in repentance and demonstrate that 
repentance by changed lifestyles. 

3:15-18 John illustrated his inferiority to the Messiah in verse 16. The Coming One would be more 
powerful than John. True humility surfaced as John expressed his unworthiness to untie the sandal 
thongs of the coming Christ. Only the most menial of slaves was required to untie the sandals of his 
master. John did not view himself as worthy to perform the duty of the lowliest slave for the Messiah. 
John the Baptist demonstrated genuine humility. As the forerunner of the Messiah, John 
demonstrated an appropriate attitude. He focused on Jesus instead of drawing attention to himself. 

3:21-22 Jesus was not baptized for the forgiveness of sins, as were all the other people whom John 
baptized. Rather, Jesus was baptized to identify Himself and His ministry with the ministry and 
message of His forerunner. Prayer, especially Jesus’ praying, is a strong emphasis of Luke’s 
Gospel. This is a relatively rare scriptural passage in which all three persons of the Godhead are 
mentioned: (1) the Father who said, You are My beloved Son, (2) Jesus the Divine Son, who was 
being baptized, and (3) the Holy Spirit who was in physical appearance like a dove. The words “You 
are My beloved Son” echo Psalm 2:7, while “I take delight in You” looks back to a key prophecy of 
the messianic Servant in Isaiah 42:1. 

LUKE 4:1-44 

4:1-2 Jesus’ temptations recorded in Luke 4:1-13 follow His baptism and precede the beginning of 
His public ministry. Between the record of Jesus’ baptism and His temptations in the wilderness, 



 

 

Luke inserted a genealogy of Jesus (Luke 3:23-38). Matthew recorded the temptations immediately 
following Jesus’ baptism (Matt. 4:1-11). Significantly, Jesus’ temptations followed God’s strong 
affirmation of His Son at His baptism. Jesus’ responses to the temptations clarified how He would 
approach His public ministry. Satan’s temptations were directed at Jesus as the Son of God, a 
reminder of God’s affirmation: “This is My beloved Son” (Matt. 3:17). Since Jesus uniquely was fully 
human as well as fully divine, He was subject to the devil’s temptations. 

4:3-4 Satan tested Jesus at the point of His physical weakness—hunger (“tell this stone to become 
bread,” v. 2). The phrase “if you are the Son of God” expresses no doubt that Jesus is God, and is 
best understood as, “Since you are the Son of God.” The Devil tried to bait Jesus into satisfying His 
extreme hunger by exercising His divine powers. Jesus’ duty, however, was to suffer and patiently 
endure hardship as a perfectly obedient human who waited for God’s deliverance and empowerment 
(v. 1). Jesus answered by citing the written Word of God (Dt 8:3). The context of this citation deals 
with Israel’s needs being met in the wilderness for 40 years, physically through the manna and 
spiritually by the presence and Word of God. 

4:5-12 The order of the second and third tests is reversed in Luke 4 from Matthew 4. The obvious 
reason would be that the wider structure of the Gospel of Luke depicted Jesus moving toward 
Jerusalem, with the final test in Luke taking place on the pinnacle of the temple in Jerusalem. 

4:5-8 As Messiah, Jesus will rule over all the kingdoms of the world at the end of the age (see Rev 
11:15). The Devil tried to entice Jesus with a shortcut to that kind of world-wide authority. Even 
though Satan is called “the ruler of this world” (Jn 12:31), his claim that the world was given over to 
him and that he can give it to anyone he wants is untrue. The Devil is a usurper of God’s realm. It is 
no surprise that he did not tell the truth here, for he is “a liar and the father of liars” (Jn 8:44). Jesus 
quoted Deuteronomy 6:13 to make clear that only God is worthy of worship, a point that echoes the 
first of the Ten Commandments (Ex 20:3). 

4:9-12 After two failed tests (vv. 3-8), the Devil attempted to catch Jesus off balance by quoting 
Scripture. In challenging Jesus to throw Himself from the pinnacle of the temple (from which the fall 
may have been over 100 feet), the Devil referred to Psalm 91:11-12, claiming that angels would rush 
to the rescue if Jesus jumped. Jesus did not deny the truth of the Scripture the Devil quoted, just the 
application he gave it. In clear contrast, He cited Deuteronomy 6:16, which recalls the tragedy of 
Israel’s complaining and testing God at Meribah and Massah (Ex 17:1-7). 

4:14-15. The same power of the Holy Spirit by which Jesus countered every test thrown at Him by 
the Devil, was present in His teaching in the synagogues throughout Galilee, bringing initial 
acceptance by virtually everyone. 

4:16-17. Jesus lived (was brought up) in Nazareth in Galilee from the time He was a small boy 
(2:39,51) until He began His public ministry, when He was “about 30 years old.” When Jesus lived at 
His family home in Nazareth, He always worshiped in this synagogue on the Sabbath (the Sabbath 
lasted from Friday night at sundown to Saturday night at sundown). From what is known about 
synagogue services of that era, the reading from the Mosaic law (Hb torah) was usually prescribed, 
while the person chosen to read from the books of the Prophets (Hb nebi’im) had the latitude to 
choose any passage he wished. When Jesus was given the Isaiah scroll, He unrolled it and began 
reading from Isa 61:1. 

4:18. Jesus’ ministry throughout Galilee demonstrated that the Spirit of the Lord was on Him (v. 14). 
As Messiah, He was anointed as the rightful king of Israel. But here the anointing was as a prophet ( 
to preach good news). Even though the message Jesus preached was first to those who were 



 

 

captivated by sin, the mention of the poor... the captives... the blind, and the oppressed is in keeping 
with Luke’s emphasis on the poor and downtrodden. 

4:19-21. Jesus stopped reading from Isa 61 in the middle of verse 2 and sat down (the normal 
posture for reading Scripture was standing; teaching was done while sitting). He ended the reading 
precisely at the phrase to proclaim the year of the Lord’ s favor because this is exactly what His 
preaching proclaimed: the season of God’s grace had come in Messiah’s ministry. The very next 
phrase in Isa 61:2, which Jesus did not read, is “and the day of our God’s vengeance.” This refers to 
the second coming of Christ and His judgment of the world (Rev 19:11-21). Thus Jesus read in the 
synagogue the part of Isa 61:1-2 that was being fulfilled at that time, but held off on reading the 
portion that would not be fulfilled until the time of judgment. 

4:22. The immediate response to Jesus’ message in the synagogue was mostly positive, as it had 
been elsewhere in Galilee. But knowing Isa 61 was a messianic prophecy, it greatly troubled the 
people that the young preacher whom they thought of merely as Joseph’ s son was claiming to be 
the long-awaited Messiah. 

4:23-24. The people in Jesus’ hometown of Nazareth, motivated by curiosity rather than genuine 
spiritual interest, expected to see Him heal, as they had heard about Him doing in nearby 
Capernaum. Instead of satisfying them, Jesus illustrated a principle that often proved true in OT 
times: A prophet (see 4:18; Isa 61:1) is not accepted in his hometown. 

4:25-27. Jesus’ first example of a prophet being rejected by his own people was Elijah, who was so 
unpopular in Israel during the three years and six months of a drought that he had to seek refuge in 
the home of a widow in the Gentile town of Zarephath in Phoenicia, on the Mediterranean coast, 
northwest of Galilee (1Ki 17:1-24). The second example was the prophet Elisha, who skipped over 
all the lepers of Israel in his time and only healed... Naaman the Syrian, a Gentile general (2Ki 7:1-
19). 

4:28-30. The crowd in the synagogue was enraged because Jesus’ examples implied God’s 
acceptance of Gentiles and His rejection of Israel. Jesus foiled their attempt at mob violence by 
walking right through the crowd, an odd circumstance that may imply a miracle. Alternatively, it may 
only indicate that Jesus’ presence was so forceful that the people, though angry, willingly stepped 
aside and let Him through. 

4:31-32. Luke does not elaborate on the exact nature of the authority that Jesus demonstrated 
through His teaching in Capernaum on the Sabbath. Most likely the authority derived from the fact 
that Jesus’ message was directly from God, not merely from the religious authorities of earlier 
generations whom Jewish teachers typically cited. 

4:33-36. This is an example of the far-reaching authority Jesus displayed in Capernaum. He cast out 
an unclean demonic spirit that had possessed a man in the synagogue. Jesus did this simply by the 
rebuke, Be quiet and come out of him. The crowds wondered about Jesus, His message, and His 
power over the demonic realm, but the demon knew exactly who Jesus was— the Holy One of 
God—a title that Simon Peter also used of Jesus (Jn 6:69). 

4:38-40. Jesus’ authority also extended to physical illness. As He had done with the demon, Jesus 
rebuked the fever, and Simon Peter’s mother-in-law was immediately healed. As a result, word of 
Jesus’ authority over sickness spread through Capernaum. He laid His hands on many people with 
various diseases, healing all of them. 



 

 

4:41. As He healed the physical diseases of many people in Capernaum, Jesus also cast out more 
demons. This leaves the strong impression that demons were able to cause some diseases. As with 
the demon in the man in the synagogue (vv. 33-36), the demons identified Jesus as divine. Jesus 
rebuked the demons for revealing that He was the Messiah because they were attempting to assert 
control over Him by revealing who He was before the appropriate time. 

4:42-44. This is the first of more than 30 times that the kingdom of God is mentioned in Luke’s 
Gospel. A full-blown concept of the kingdom includes: (1) the King (ruler), (2) the rule itself 
(sovereignty to rule), (3) the realm being ruled (this world), and (4) those ruled (individuals who 
believe the good news of Jesus Christ). In addition, some passages in the Gospels present the 
kingdom of God as already present in at least some senses (Mt 12:28) while others speak of it as 
being still future (Mt 6:10). 


