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LEADER NOTES 

ICE BREAKER 

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

 In each of the following pairs, which do you fear the most: snakes or heights, closed spaces 
or rejection, failure or spiders, public speaking or death? 

 How do you typically handle your fears (i.e. give in to them, power through, pray, etc.)? 

 Fear can steal our good judgment. Fear can steal our dreams. Fear can rob you of 
relationships. In your experience, what else can fear steal? 

Saul was anointed by God to lead Israel as king. At first, Saul was reluctant (1 Sam. 10:22), but at 
his first test, God’s Spirit came on him and he faithfully led Israel (1 Sam. 11). However, just two 
chapters later in 1 Samuel 13, we quickly see an opposite response as fear got in the way of Saul’s 
faithfulness. His fear led to impatience, and his impatience led to disobedience and disaster. 

We all know what it’s like to be fearful. How can you tell when you’ve let your fear of people or things 
become greater than your fear of the Lord? 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Father God, you alone are worthy of our reverence and awe. Forgive us for often fearing other, 
lesser things more than we fear you, and, as a result, acting in faithlessness. Spirit, show us who we 
are today and lead us to greater faith. We pray together in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

1 Samuel 12 shows us the importance of fearing the Lord. Chapters 15 show us what 
happens when we fear people or things more than we fear the Lord. 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ 1 SAMUEL 12:19-24. 

a. What was the Israelites’ plea? What was Samuel’s response? 

b. How would you describe the difference between godly fear and sinful fear? 

No one denied what Israel had done was wrong, and there was no taking it back. However, God is 
forgiving and redeems our bad decisions. The Israelites would need to do two things. First, they 
should remain loyal to God and not turn away from following Him. Sometimes, our sin can so 
discourage us that we give up entirely. People abandon the faith not because they are angry at God 
but because they are convinced that their guilt is so terrible that they cannot possibly come back. 
They should resolve to continue to serve God and to do what is right even though their actions make 
them feel unworthy. Second, they should shun all idols. If the people would simply place their trust in 
God, He would continue to watch over them and sustain them, king or no king. 

c. Read Psalm 112:7 and Proverbs 3:25-26. What does God say about the fear of bad news in 
these verses? How can we avoid succumbing to the fear of the unknown? 

d. Knowing Samuel was frustrated with the Israelites for demanding a king, consider 
Samuel’s final remarks to the people of Israel. How did Samuel show grace to the Israelites? 

e. Describe the balance between God’s judgment and His grace. When can they complement 
each other? When do we see both working simultaneously? 

Even very big, very bad decisions do not mean that our relationship with God is forever ruined. To a 
great extent, it is not changed at all. God forgives, and the clearest picture of His heart of 
forgiveness is seen in the crucifixion of His Son, Jesus Christ. What God wants both before and after 
our bad decisions is that we fear and serve Him, that we grow in faith and grace, and that we love 
one another. 

The Israelites made a bad decision that changed their nation forever. Nevertheless, God’s marching 
orders for them—that they keep the Sinai Covenant—remained the same. No matter what we have 
done, God’s marching orders for us remain unchanged: that we should believe and obey the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 

2. READ 1 SAMUEL 13:1-15. 

a. Where was Saul’s focus when he went ahead with giving up burnt offerings and sacrifices 
on his own? What caused him to lose patience? 

b. What does impatience reveal about our hearts? What does it communicate about our 
relationship with God? 

Samuel had instructed Saul, by the Word of the Lord, to wait at Gilgal until Samuel arrived to offer 
sacrifices to the Lord on behalf of the Israelite army. Saul’s focus was not on the Lord, but on the 
present circumstances of his life. Instead of responding to the Israelite’s desertion by patiently 



trusting the Lord, Saul took matters into his own hands. Saul fell prey to his own pride and offered 
sacrifices he was not authorized to make. 

3. READ 1 SAMUEL 15:1-35. 

a. How clear were God’s instructions to Saul through Samuel? 

b. What did King Saul do right in these verses? What did he do wrong? 

c. What lessons should you and I draw from Saul’s example and God’s and Samuel’s 
reactions? 

Samuel was quite clear with Saul—there is no sacrifice we can offer God that outweighs or 
substitutes our obedience to Him. We have no skill, ability, or resource that God needs. Why, then, 
would we ever think that offering Him that which He doesn’t need could in any way make up for 
withholding from Him that which He wants—our obedience? In response, Saul confessed his sin 
twice (vv. 24,30), but we have no evidence that he repented of the sin. The remainder of the biblical 
account of Saul shows him either being ineffective or attempting to kill David, his God-anointed 
successor. Had he repented, the Bible is clear that God offers forgiveness and cleansing (Isa. 1:18; 
Acts 3:19; 1 John 1:9). 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

What fears tend to rob you of the joy of saying “yes” to the Lord? 

How would your life look differently this week if you were to fear disobedience more than any 
other thing? 

Thank God that He brings beautiful things out of desperate situations. Invite Him to show you where 
your fears get in the way of fullness in relationship to Him and to give you the courage to choose 
faithfulness. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE 

REFLECT 

 Think about a time in your life where your pride got the best of you. What happened? 

RESPOND 

 Write out the things that you feel God is calling you to do in this season, and commit 
to obedience. 

  



Also… Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme. 

MEMORY VERSE 

Psalm 56:3, Christian Standard Bible (CSB) 

When I am afraid, I will trust in you. 

COMMENTARY 

1 SAMUEL 12-15 

Samuel’s Final Warning (12:1-25). With the installation of Saul, Samuel retired as Israel’s civic 
leader. His final sermon defended his leadership and reviewed God’s favor in the past. He indicted 
the people’s sinful choice of a king because they had set aside the kingship of the Lord. Samuel 
proved his charge by calling upon God to send a thunderstorm. It came during the dry season of the 
year (May-June) when a thunderstorm was unexpected. After the people confessed their sin, 
Samuel reminded them that they had nothing to fear from God if they continued in the Lord. If they 
failed to obey the Lord, however, they and their king would be swept away. 

Saul’s Foolishness (13:1-14:52). Saul’s son, Jonathan, bravely initiated a war with the Philistines. 
However, the troops of Israel feared the numerous Philistines gathered at Michmash. 

Saul awaited Samuel for seven days at Gilgal to offer a sacrifice to entreat the Lord’s blessing. 
When Samuel did not come at the appointed time (see 10:8), Saul’s army began to defect. Saul 
acted foolishly because of impatience. Out of desperation, he disobeyed the prophet Samuel’s 
instructions and offered burnt offerings. Samuel arrived and rebuked Saul for his disobedience. 
Because he acted foolishly, Samuel prophesied that Saul would lose his kingdom. God would 
choose “a man after his own heart.” Samuel’s rebuke of Saul set the pattern for future relations 
between the leaders of God’s people—prophets and kings. The future history of Israel and Judah 
illustrates that their kings disobeyed God’s prophets to their own peril. 

Although Israel had no weapons and were greatly outmanned, Jonathan courageously attacked the 
Philistines while Saul waited behind in Gibeah. The Philistines fell into disarray because of an 
earthquake, and Saul called for the ark to consult the Lord’s guidance. Yet after he saw the 
Philistines panic all the more, he abandoned the inquiry and hurried to attack. In spite of Saul’s 
impulsive actions, God gave them a great victory. 

Saul’s pride and hasty decision to restrict Israel from eating during the battle jeopardized his armies’ 
strength and his son’s life. Saul built an altar and inquired of the Lord, but the Lord did not answer 
him because of his unbelief. By casting lots, Saul discovered that Jonathan had unknowingly broken 
Saul’s ban of eating. The men of the camp refused Saul’s order to execute Jonathan, saving him 
from Saul’s foolish oath. 

Because of his disobedience, Saul never totally defeated the Philistines. In spite of his sin, God 
graciously gave him victories and a large family. 



Rejection of Saul (15:1-35). Saul’s pride and desire for economic gain fueled his continued 
disobedience. Saul went so far as to build a monument for himself. The Lord “grieved” that he had 
made Saul king over Israel. The Lord instructed Saul by the prophet Samuel to put to death the 
Amalekites and all their possessions because of their past sins (see the law of holy war, Deut. 
20:16-18). Saul, however, permitted Agag, the Amalekite king, and the best of the spoil to live. The 
Lord rejected Saul because of his sin, and Samuel wept for him. 

When Samuel confronted Saul with his sins, Saul tried to justify his actions by explaining that he 
wanted to make a sacrifice of the spoil to the Lord. Saul had failed to learn that God does not accept 
ritual without obedience. Samuel refused to support Saul any longer because God had torn away his 
kingdom. Samuel himself executed Agag in accordance with the Lord’s command. Samuel, as the 
prophet of God, never advised Saul again (see 19:24; 28:11). 


