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Introduction

WELCOME TO THE WATER OF LIFE CHURCH FAMILY
Welcome Everyone!
Thank you for participating in DWOL: Discovering Water of Life. This experience is an inside look at Water
of Life and a guide to help you clarify God’s will for your life. You’ll learn about the history, vision, mission,
values, and key ministries of Water of Life Community Church. We’ll discuss what it means to be a part of
our church and help you decide if God is calling Water of Life Community Church to be your home and if He
is to help you on your next steps to belonging!		

At the end of this experience you’ll have an opportunity to become an Active Member and join us in saying,
“Water of Life is my church home!” We are excited about what God is doing here at Water of Life and about
your desire to know more about Water of Life and how to live a transformed life demonstrated by passion
for God and compassion for people. We hope you feel welcomed and encouraged as you take this journey
with us today. Relax and enjoy your time, let God guide and speak to you.
We have a Water of Life leader assigned to each table group to help you with anything you need. The leader
will be available today to assist you in understanding the material; getting any blanks filled in; and helping
you figure out your calling and the next steps to take to fulfill it. Furthermore, if you believe God has called
you to Water of Life as your church home, they will serve as your connection coach over the next six weeks
to help you get connected. They will tell you more about that. For now, sit back, relax, get to know those
sitting with you around the table, and enjoy yourself!
Touching and Transforming Lives Together,

Dan Carroll
Senior Pastor
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Introduction

WELCOME TO THE DISCOVERING WATER OF LIFE CLASS.
We’re glad you’ve chosen to find out more about Water of Life! This class is an introduction to our church
and active membership. We have designed this experience to help you know and appreciate who and what
our church is all about.

Relationship
The local church is God’s strategy to reach and develop people for him. Water of Life is absolutely committed
to touching and transforming people who then demonstrate passion for God and compassion for people.
It’s not just about getting people to believe in God. When
authentic believers commit to a local church through
membership, it creates a church that is able and willing to go
out into the world and reach people who are far from God. So
we want our regular attenders to become members of Water
of Life Community Church so that they are supported in this
life-long adventure that affects everything we do. Our faith in
Jesus Christ will influence what we think about, the decisions
we make, and how and why we relate to others. Biblical
community is best realized in and through the local church.
This class clearly spells out the specific DNA that God has called Water of Life to be about; and what we
invite you to join into, so together we can partner to touch and transform neighborhoods and nations.

Getting connected with one another
• Mixer

THE GOALS OF THIS CLASS:
MY CHURCH HOME
• Help you discern if Water of Life is ___________________________________________!
TRANSFORMED LIFE
• Help you understand how to live a ___________________________________________.
SPIRITUAL GROWTH
• Provide you with an obvious path of ___________________________________________.
CONNECT
• Better ____________________________
you with our church.
ACTIVE MEMBERSHIP
• Introduce you to ___________________________________________.
NEXT STEPS
• Provide clear _________________________________
in your journey at Water of Life.

Prayer: “God, is this the church that you have called me to participate in?”

DISCOVERING WATER OF LIFE
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Session 1

What we have been?
The heart of our Founder and Senior Pastor
• Meet our Senior Pastor
• The heart of our Senior Pastor
• What makes Water of Life unique?

DISCOVERING WATER OF LIFE
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Session 1

MEET OUR FOUNDER AND SENIOR PASTOR

Dan Carroll is our founder and the Senior Pastor of Water of Life Community Church in Fontana, California,
a rapidly-growing, innovative, non-denominational church dedicated to touching and transforming
neighborhoods and nations.
With more than twenty-nine years of pastoral experience in Southern California, Pastor Dan is highly
familiar with the issues and culture unique to the Inland Empire, and has a passion for communicating lifechanging truth with every-day relevance to this dynamic community.
In particular, Pastor Dan is known for a unique speaking style that combines personal vulnerability, quick
wit, keen insight, and fundamental wisdom to create a safe environment for people to hear and accept the
challenge to go deep with God.
Prior to the starting Water of Life Community Church Pastor Dan was a baseball and basketball coach and
a public school teacher for several years in Southern California and North Idaho before becoming a youth
pastor at a local church in Southern California.
He and his wife Gale have been married over 30 years and have 2 children, Shane and Katie who both serve
regularly in ministry at Water of Life.
Dan graduated from Claremont Graduate School with a MA in education and then continued on to Talbot
Seminary and The International School of Theology receiving an MA in pastoral leadership. He completed
his education at Kings Seminary under the direction of Jack Hayford receiving his Doctorate of Ministry in
2004. Today he serves on the board of directors at Kings Seminary.
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THE WATER OF LIFE STORY

Session 1

Water of Life Community Church was established
on Sunday, October 28, 1990, when a group of
twenty-one adults and eleven children gathered
together to worship at the La Petite Childcare
building in Rancho Cucamonga. It was a fellowship
that had arisen first from a group of men playing
basketball together. It later developed into a men’s
bible study and finally became a group of people
who had grown together, and who were committed
together to seek God’s plan as a church family.
The Lord has blessed Water of Life with people
from a wide variety of educational, economic,
cultural and spiritual backgrounds. We all have
something in common – we love the Lord Jesus and
desire to build His Kingdom and see lives touched
and transformed in a way that demonstrates a
passion for God and a compassion for people.

WHAT MAKES WATER OF LIFE UNIQUE?
Every church has a beginning before its beginning. What it eventually becomes often is born out of the life
experiences of its founder. Water of Life is no exception for you can trace its genesis to some basic beliefs
formed in the mind and heart of our founder. Here is his story…
My Salvation Story:						
BROKEN PEOPLE MATTER

Growing up: 								
BROKEN PEOPLE MATTER

Growing Deeper: 							
SERVE THE POOR

SPIRIT FILLED LIVING
Getting Empowered: 							

DISCOVERING WATER OF LIFE
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Session 2

What we have become?
Who we are
• Our guiding scripture – Luke 4
• Five Core Values

DISCOVERING WATER OF LIFE
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OUR GUIDING SCRIPTURE - LUKE 4:18-19

Session 2

Jesus said:
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.
Luke 4:18-19

This is a defining verse for all Jesus would do and be in His ministry. Water of Life finds all five of our Core
Values here. Healing, Sending, Caring, Equipping and Relationships.

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me”
Jesus’ ministry was built on and driven by the work of the Holy Spirit in His life. He was anointed by the
Spirit to engage in all the Father set before Him. His intimacy, growth, and power were fueled by the Spirit’s
PASSION FOR GOD
work in Him. It’s clear that Jesus had a _______________________________.
We embrace worship deeply at
Water of Life because it is the vehicle God has given us to engage with His presence and power. This is our
first and highest call, to worship our King and Creator.

“Because He anointed me”
Jesus had an anointed life. “Anointed” means deep rubbing; it is literally God moving deep within your
heart and mind so that He can move in you and through you. It is His “rubbing” of His image in us that
COMPASSION FOR PEOPLE
builds His heart of ________________________________________.
At Water of Life we believe Christians are called
to have compassion for one another so all of our teaching has a practical outcome of training people to be
compassionate toward others, especially the “least of these.”

“To proclaim release to the captives”
Jesus announced deliverance to those who were trapped and were unable to release themselves. Originally
this applied to those who were captive in Babylon and to those who had blinded themselves. Jesus is
HEALING
proclaiming that they will find ______________________________
in Him. The Water of Life healing ministry
is designed to set people free so they can be “free indeed”; whether that be physical, emotional, mental,
relational, or spiritual.

“To set free those who are oppressed”
SENDING
Jesus is in business of releasing, meaning He is releasing people from the bondage of sin and _______________
them out from their broken lives to heal and restore others. Water of Life sends teams of people out
for short term outreaches on a regular basis, and at the same time trains and exposes our church to as
many cross-cultural types of ministry as possible. This includes those near to us (neighborhoods) and
12

those far from us (nations). When we go we grow and His touch transforms us. We have sent shortterm teams to many different countries, including Thailand, Cambodia, Malaysia, Hong Kong, Russia, China,
Jamaica, Venezuela, Mexico, Guatemala, Lebanon, Panama, Kenya, Nigeria, Nicaragua, El Salvador, Cuba,
and Honduras.

“To Preach the Gospel to the Poor”
Jesus had a heart for those in need. Jesus’ life always had room for those who were hurting. His life is
CARING
characterized by __________________________
for the poor, the hurting, and the needy. At Water of Life this
caring for the poor takes many forms including our Food Warehouse and Clothing Ministries, both located
at our City Link Campus, our Benevolence Ministry, our Mobile Medial Unit, and our feeding of children
around the block and around the world.

“Recovery of sight to the blind”

Session 2

This recovery would include those blinded both physically and spiritually. A restoring of the life sin had
stolen from mankind. This is a declaration of possibility and life, of mending and restoring lost possibility.
Ephesians 4:12 tells us God gave, “Apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers for the equipping
of the saints.” The word equipping or kartitizo is crucial to understanding what equipping looks like. It is a
term meaning to mend, a broken arm, a fishing net, a broken life. People have been blinded by the world
and need to be ___________________________
so they can enter into their destiny. Water of Life is more than
EQUIPPED
a Sunday morning gathering; we believe equipping is both teaching and training. Study and serving and
healing, it’s a body of believers that gather all throughout the week to attend classes, School of Ministry,
seminars, and small groups to equip them for the work of ministry.

“To proclaim the favorable year of the Lord”
Jesus is announcing that everyone can be fixed in spite of themselves. In the Old Testament, Leviticus
25, it says that every 50 years all accounts were settled and slaves were freed, families rejoined, property
RELATIONSHIPS
returned, debts canceled, ______________________________
were mended, strengthened, and able to function
in health. At Water of Life we nurture, heal, restore, and strengthen relationships through our counseling,
caring, healing, and small group ministries.
These seven statements comprise the mission statement of Jesus, and provide the frame work for all we
do at Water of Life. We believe that God has called us to a transformed life demonstrated by passion for
God and Compassion for people.

IN SUMMARY – FIVE CORE VALUES
How do you summarize what Water of Life is all about? It’s a Luke 4 Church. A church built on five core
values; Healing, Sending, Caring, Equipping and Relationships.
DISCOVERING WATER OF LIFE
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Where it all begins?
What God has done for us?
Why Do I Exist?
What’s the Problem?
What’s the Solution? Jesus
What Must I Do to Become Christian?
Salvation – God’s Gift Through Jesus.
Symbols of salvation: baptism and communion

Session 3

•
•
•
•
•
•

DISCOVERING WATER OF LIFE
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WHY DO I EXIST?
LOVE ME
• God made me to _________________________
			
		
Ephesians 1:4-5, “Even before the world was made, God
had already chosen us to be His through our union with
Christ…Because of HIS LOVE. God had already decided
that through Jesus Christ He would make us His Children
this was God’s pleasure and purpose.”
• God made me so that I could have an abundant life. When we are in right relationship with God and live
in harmony with His purposes there are great benefits.
John 10:10b, “I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.”

Session 3

Some of the benefits of the “abundant life” are:
A Clear Conscience
(Romans 8:1)

Life and Peace
(Romans 8:6)

Help with our Weaknesses
(Romans 8:26)

Purpose
(Romans 8:28)

Confidence
(Romans 8:31)

Security
(Romans 8:39)

Power and Strength
(Philippians 4:13)

Fulfillment
(Philippians 4:19)

Freedom
(John 8:32, 36)

		

WHAT’S THE PROBLEM??
CHOICE
• God gave us a _________________________.
Genesis 2:16-17, “And the LORD god commanded the man, ‘You are free to eat from any tree in the
garden; but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of it you
will surely die.’”
FELL
• Man chose his own way—As a result, all men ___________.
Romans 5:12, “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in
this way death came to all men, because all sinned.”
Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”
RELATIONSHIP
• Sin breaks ___________________________
with God.
Sin robs us of a close relationship to God, causing fear, suspicion and a lifestyle outside of His will.
Isaiah 59:2, “But your iniquities have separated you from your God; your sins have hidden His face from
you, so that He will not hear.”
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WHAT’S THE SOLUTION? JESUS
Jesus Christ said, “I AM THE WAY, the Truth, and the Life. No one comes to the Father, except THROUGH
ME!” John 14:6
• God Himself came to earth as a human being to bring us back to Himself. If any other way would have
worked, Jesus Christ would not have had to come.
Romans 5:6-8, “You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly
But God demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”
Romans 6:23, “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Jesus has already taken care of your sin problem. Since sin was what kept you at odds with God, a loving
relationship with God is now possible.

Session 3

WHAT MUST I DO TO BECOME A CHRISTIAN?
ADMIT that God has not been first place in your life and ask Him to forgive your sins.
• __________________
BELIEVE that Jesus died on the cross to pay for your sins and that He rose from the grave
• __________________________
on that first Easter morning to give you eternal life.
Romans 10:9, “If you confess with your mouth, Jesus is Lord, and believe in your heart that God raised
Him from the dead, you will be saved.”
ACCEPT God’s free gift of salvation. Don’t try to earn it.
• __________________________
Ephesians 2:8-9, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith and this not from yourselves, it is
the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.”
Our relationship to God is not restored by anything we do, but on the basis of what Jesus already did for
us!

DISCOVERING WATER OF LIFE
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SALVATION
1. Relationship

2. Separation

3. Good Works

God wants to have a
relationship with us.

However, we have rebelled
against Him and broken off
that relationship.

Most of us are aware of this
and try to do things to get
back to God, but it doesn’t
work.

US

GOD

US

GOD

Session 3

SIN
SEPARATES

US

GOOD WORKS
RELIGION
MORALITY

4. Fall Short

5. Bridge

6. Paid

Furthermore, the sins we
have committed deserve
penalty, and that penalty is
death.

But God did for us what
we could not do, and that
is build a Bridge back to
Himself.

He did that by paying our
death penalty when He died
on the cross.

US

US

GOD
DEATH

GOD
DEATH

7. Received
One last thing; it is not enough just to know this. We must act on it by admitting
that we have rebelled and by telling God that we want His forgiveness.

Crossing The Line

US
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GOD

JESUS CHRIST

GOD

Three Questions:
TRUSTING JESUS
1. Have you come to the point of __________________________________________
or are you still in the process of
thinking it through?
RIGHT NOW
2. Where would you say you are ____________________________________
in that process?
FORGIVENESS
3. Is there any reason you wouldn’t want to ask God for His ___________________________
and
LEADERSHIP right now?
________________________________

Pray
• Your heart speaking to God’s heart!
FORGIVENESS
• Ask for God’s _______________________________.
LORDSHIP
• Ask for God’s _______________________________.

Session 3

MY SAVIOR
• Make the Savior _______________________________.
• Give thanks

Sample Prayer
“Dear Jesus, thank you for loving me even when I have ignored You and gone my own way. I realize I need You in
my life and I confess that I have sinned. I ask You to forgive me. Thank You for dying on the cross for me. As much
as I know how, I want to follow You from now on. Please come into my life and make me a new person inside. I
accept your gift of salvation. Please help me to grow now as a Christian.”

“For ‘Anyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.
Romans:10:13

DISCOVERING WATER OF LIFE
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Your Destiny Now…
By receiving Christ as Savior and making him Lord over all aspects of your life, you have responded to the
number one goal of Jesus; which is also the number one goal of Water of Life to help people to say “Yes”
to Jesus.
By saying “Yes” to Jesus, you have positioned yourself for life transformation through the core values of
Luke 4: Caring, Healing, Equipping, Sending, Relating.
How do you know that transformation is happening? Your life will demonstrate greater passion for God
and compassion for people.

DECISION POINT: Life’s most important decision
“Yes, I made the Savior my Savior”

Session 3

____________________________________
Date

1st time Commitment

Recommitment

“For if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
Him from the dead, you will be saved. For it is by believing in your heart that you are made right
with God, and it is by confessing with your mouth that you are saved . . . For ‘Anyone who calls on
the name of the Lord will be saved.’” Romans 10:9-13
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BAPTISM

Session 3

Jesus instructed us to remember His death and resurrection. He gave the church two visible symbols
(called “ordinances”) as reminders of His death. These two ordinances are: Baptism and The Lord’s Supper
(also known as communion).
Why should I be baptized?
EXAMPLE
1. To follow the ___________________________
set by Jesus.
“One day Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee, and He was baptized by John in the Jordan River.” Mark 1:9
COMMANDS
2. Because Jesus ____________________________
it.
“Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and
the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am
with you always, even to the end of the age.” Matthew 28:19-20
DEMONSTRATES
3. It publicly _______________________________
I am a follower of Jesus Christ.
“. . . Many others in Corinth also became believers and were baptized.” Acts 18:8

What Is The Meaning of Baptism?

DEATH
RESURRECTION
1. It illustrates Christ’s _______________________
and _______________________________.
“. . . Christ died for our sins, just as the Scriptures said. He was buried, and He was raised from the dead on
the third day . . .” 1 Corinthians 15:3, 4
“For you were buried with Christ when you were baptized. And with Him you were raised to a new life because
you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised Christ from the dead.” Colossians 2:12
NEW
2. It illustrates my __________________
life as a Christian.
“What this means is that those who become Christians become new persons. They are not the same
anymore, for the old life is gone. A new life has begun!” 2 Corinthians 5:17
DISCOVERING WATER OF LIFE
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Baptism is like a wedding ring. Wearing it doesn’t make you married; not wearing it doesn’t make
you single. Once you’re married, it identifies that you belong to someone else. It is an outward
symbol of the commitment you made to one another

Who Should Be Baptized?
RECEIVED
• Every person who has ___________________________
Jesus.
“Those who believed what Peter said were baptized . . .” Acts 2:41
“But now the people believed Philip’s message of Good News concerning the Kingdom of God and the name
of Jesus Christ. As a result, many men and women were baptized.” Acts 8:12
Children and Baptism: At Water of Life, we wait until our children are old enough to believe and understand
the true meaning of baptism before we baptize them.

Session 3

That is why we do not baptize anyone who has not yet made a personal profession of faith in Jesus Christ
as Savior. Some churches practice a baptism of confirmation for young children, but this is not biblical. In
fact, it did not become tradition of the church until 300 years after the bible was completed. The example
of Scripture is clear and repeated over and over; people where not baptized until they were saved.
Understand it is no crime to be confirmed as a child. In fact here at Water of Life, we practice a similar
public dedication of parents and children.

When Should I Be Baptized?
• As soon as you have believed!
“So Philip began with this same Scripture and then used many others to tell him the Good News about Jesus.
As they rode along, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, ‘Look! There’s some water! Why can’t I
be baptized?’ He ordered the carriage to stop, and they went down into the water, and Philip baptized him.”
Acts 8:35-38
There is no reason to delay if you have never been baptized!

DECISION POINT: Making your decision public
“Yes, I will be baptized”
____________________________________
Date of next class

22

COMMUNION

Session 3

The meaning of the Lord’s Supper

What Is the Lord’s Supper?
SIMPLE ACT
1. It is a __________________________
act, not an elaborate ceremony.
“. . . On the night when He was betrayed, the Lord Jesus took a loaf of bread.” 1 Corinthians 11:23
REMEMBER
2. It is a time to __________________________________
.
“And when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, ‘This is My body, which is given for you. Do this in
remembrance of Me.” 1 Corinthians 11:24
SYMBOL
3. It is a __________________________
of faith.
“In the same way, He took the cup of wine after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant between God and
you, sealed by the shedding of My blood. Do this in remembrance of Me as often as you drink it.”
1 Corinthians 11:25
“For every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you are announcing the Lord’s death until He comes
again.” 1 Corinthians 11:26

Who Should Take Communion?
BELIEVERS
• Only those who are __________________________
.
• Children who have invited Christ into their lives and are old enough to understand the meaning of the
Lord’s Supper are encouraged to participate in the Lord’s Supper.

When and How Often Should We Observe the Lord’s Supper?
Jesus never said when or how often believers should observe the Lord’s Supper. We normally observe the
Lord’s Supper on the third Sunday of each month and at special services (i.e. Christmas Eve, New Years,
Easter services, etc.).
DISCOVERING WATER OF LIFE
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What we believe?
Beliefs, Position, Structure
• What we believe
• Position Papers
• How our church is structured
Session 4
DISCOVERING WATER OF LIFE
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WHAT WE BELIEVE?

Our belief statements are located in the Appendix located in the back of the book. Please take time on your
own to review these.

TITHING
It is not just an Old Testament concept! We believe the giving of tithes and offerings is an act of worship to
Jesus and is an expression of the relationship between the individual giver and the Lord. At Water of Life we
provide boxes at the back of each venue and throughout the building for your tithes and offerings.

OUR POSITION PAPERS
Our Position Papers are available for your review in our lobby kiosks, and at our website waterofflifecc.org,
navigate to About / Position Papers.

Session 4

HOW OUR CHURCH IS STRUCTURED
•
•
•
•
•
•

Water of Life is a non-denominational church,
Charismatic church
“Interdependent” with the rest of the Body of Christ.
Our pastors and elder board govern our church.
We have relationship with other churches in the Inland Empire
We also co-labor with a number of ministries on a local, national and international level.

How Do We Function?
• Water of Life is a Senior Pastor led
• Staff directed
• Elder Board supported church

How Do We Get Elders?
Elders are appointed after our members and Elders offer nominated names. Titus 1:5, “The reason I left you
in Crete was that you might straighten out what was left unfinished and appoint elders in every town, as I directed
you.” (1 Peter 5:2, Acts 20:17-28)
VOTE
We do not _______________________
for new Elders: voting divides people. We appoint elders because
leadership can’t be based on popularity.

How Does Our Structure Reflect Our Nature?
The bottom line in Scripture is that the church’s structure must:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
26

Promote relationships – with God and people
Promote opportunities of growth and discovery
Provide a place for healing and recovery
Provide opportunities to serve
Promote unity and harmony

Staff Structure
Elders

Senior Pastor

Executive Director of Operations

Executive Pastor of Ministries

Leadership Team

Staff Personnel

Session 4

Exodus 18:21-26 establishes a model for how to operate as a staff.
But select capable men from all the people—men who fear God, trustworthy men who hate dishonest

21

gain—and appoint them as officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens.

Have them serve as

22

judges for the people at all times, but have them bring every difficult case to you; the simple cases they can
decide themselves. That will make your load lighter, because they will share it with you.

If you do this and

23

God so commands, you will be able to stand the strain, and all these people will go home satisfied.”
Moses listened to his father-in-law and did everything he said.

24

He chose capable men from all Israel

25

and made them leaders of the people, officials over thousands, hundreds, fifties and tens.

They served

26

as judges for the people at all times. The difficult cases they brought to Moses, but the simple ones they
decided themselves.

Matthew 18:15-19 establishes how to maintain harmony within the church.
”If your brother sins against you, go and show him his fault, just between the two of you. If he listens to

15

you, you have won your brother over.

But if he will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every

16

matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’

If he refuses to listen to them,

17

tell it to the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the church, treat him as you would a pagan or a tax
collector.

”I tell you the truth, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you

18

loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.

”Again, I tell you that if two of you on earth agree about anything

19

you ask for, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven.

For where two or three come together in my

20

name, there am I with them.”
DISCOVERING WATER OF LIFE
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How do you fit in?
Finding your place in the body
• Luke 4 activates Acts 2 Community
• Connecting in a Small Group							
• What it means to be an active member

Session 5
DISCOVERING WATER OF LIFE

29

LUKE 4 ACTIVATES ACTS 2 COMMUNITY
In Luke 4:18-21, we are presented with the mission statement of Jesus. As a result of his life, death,
resurrection, the church was born. We see how his mission affected people in Acts 2:41-47, in that:
Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three thousand were added to their number

41

that day.

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of bread

42

and to prayer.
apostles.

Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the

43

All the believers were together and had everything in common.

44

goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.

Selling their possessions and

45

Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.

46

They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts,

praising God and enjoying

47

the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved.
When Luke 4 is active within the lives of believers it will have a profound affect upon bringing people into a
relationship with Jesus, and seeing their lives transformed. Not only did Jesus demonstrate passion for God
and compassion for people, his followers demonstrated that as well. In Acts 2, Luke describes the actions
of the believers as they came together for the first time. It is here that we see the characters, behaviors,
and priorities of the followers of Christ. We as believers should expect to see these characteristics present
within our church body as well.
What are the characteristics that Luke 4 produced within the fellowship of the believers?
COMMUNITY
1. There was _________________________________.
The community of faith is crucial to our spiritual well-being
because…
It is where believers continually devoted themselves to the apostles teaching (Acts 2:42). “Devoted”
means to “continue steadfastly”, “attend continually”, “and give (one’s) self continually”. They were
devoted to be equipped in God’s word.
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It is where believers experienced fellowship. In the Greek language of the New Testament it’s the word
“Koinonia” as in community, joint participation. They were in relationship with one another.
It is where believers restored themselves through meals; communion, and conversation (2 Samuel 9:7;
Psalm 23:5; II Kings 25:29).
It is where believers prayed together; seeking God corporately.
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MINISTRY
2. There was _______________________.
The community of faith is crucial to our spiritual well-being because…
It is where they found a place for opportunities to minister using their spiritual gifts and sharing their
resources. Verse 44 says, “All the believers were together and had everything in common.”
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It is where they shared material goods with one another. Verse 45 says, “Selling their possession and
goods they gave to anyone who had a need.” This is still God’s plan for meeting needs today. If we don’t
minister to one another through community, then many needs get unmet and people make the mistake
of thinking perhaps God doesn’t care about them.
Transformed lives reflect His love and become a blessing to others.
SPIRITUAL GROWTH
3. There was _________________________________.
They were united in Christ into a community of faith for
continuous spiritual growth. In Verse 46 is says, “Everyday they continued to meet together…”
It is where they found the “mind of Christ”.
It is where they found strength for the journey
It is where they were in a position of being led by the Holy Spirit to think and act like Jesus. The fellowship
of believer was a source for guidance, direction, and even correction.
It is where they experience gladness and sincerity of heart. Acts 2:46 says, “…with glad and sincere heart.”
SALVATIONS
4. There was _______________________________________.
In verse 47 it says, “….Praising God, having favor with
all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.”
It is where favor rested upon them.
It was where they saw the fruit of their generosity by seeing more and more people cross the line of
faith and receive Jesus as Savior.
DISCOVERING WATER OF LIFE
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CONNECTING IN A SMALL GROUP
At Water of Life we encourage active participation in a
small group. It’s where the Acts 2 experience happens
– community, ministry, generosity, spiritual growth,
service, and salvations.
Remember the front porch? That place just outside
your front door where families sat after dinner to talk to
neighbors and sip a glass of lemonade? It was the place
where discussions happened between families and
neighbors. They gathered to talk about life, family, the
future, politics, the latest trend and what was happening in the coming weekend. It was the place where
you really got to know your neighbor. Well, the front porch has all but disappeared.
Living with the realities of life today and at the same time understanding that we love and serve a God who
has called us to be in community causes us to stop and contemplate the challenge. How do we accomplish
being in one? The answer is by participating in a small group. As we learned from Acts 2, the first church
was large; with thousands gathering in fellowship. They responded by not only meeting together as one
big family; they broke the big church down into small churches where community and care could happen.
Water of Life is a supersized church as well; where thousands gather weekly; so we follow the Acts 2 model
and break our big church down into small groups of believers. That’s were community happens. But it
wasn’t the first church’s idea. In Genesis 1:26 God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness…”
God expresses plurality, “Us and Our.” The Trinity is revealed and community is birthed. Throughout the
Old Testament God has been calling out a people for Himself beginning with Israel and continuing with the
Church. God’s heart is that we live together not alone.

What is Our Small Group Vision?
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• To make disciples through a relational environment

How Do We Define a Disciple?
GOD’S
• One who knows _________________________
WORD and uses it correctly
• One who _______________________________
SERVES
SPIRIT-LED
• One who is _______________________________				
CHRIST-LIKE
• One who is becoming more _______________________________
REPRODUCES
• One who _______________________________
themselves in others
• One who has a _______________________________
world view
BIBLICAL
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What Happens in a Small Group…
• Relationships
• Spiritual Growth
• Encouragement
• Ministry and Generosity
• Salvations
• To know and be known!

How to Connect into a Small Group?
• Fill in your Decision Point.
• wolgroups.com

DECISION POINT: Joining A Small Group
“Yes, I will join a small group”
____________________________________
Date
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WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO BE AN ACTIVE MEMBER?
The difference between “Attendee’s” and “Members” can be summed up in one word: Commitment

What is expected of me as a Member?
At Water of Life we never ask our members to do more than the Bible clearly teaches. These responsibilities
are spelled out in the Membership Covenant.
DISCOVERING WATER OF LIFE
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Water of Life Ministry Covenant
“Having received Christ as my Lord and Savior and having been baptized, and being in agreement with
Water of Life’s statements, strategy, and structure, I now feel led by the Holy Spirit to unite with the Water
of Life family. In doing so, I commit myself to God and to the other members to do the following:
1. I will protect the unity of my church
a. By acting in love toward other members
b. By refusing gossip
c. By following the leaders, doesn’t mean you can’t disagree or question issues
Biblical references: Romans 5:5, 19; 1 Peter 1:22; Ephesians 4:29; Hebrews 13:17
2. I will share in the mission of our church – transforming lives
a. By praying for its growth
b. By inviting the un-churched to attend
c. By warmly welcoming those who visit
Biblical references: 1 Thessalonians 1:2; Luke 14:23; Romans 15:7
3. I will serve the ministry of my church
a. By discovering my gifts and talents and using them
b. By connecting in a small group
c. By being equipped to serve by my leaders
Biblical references: 1 Peter 4:10; Ephesians 4:11-12; Philippians 2:3-4, 7
4. I will support the testimony of my church
a. By attending faithfully
b. By living a godly life – I will not cohabitate with someone who is not my spouse.
c. By giving regularly – time, talent and financial resources
Biblical references: Hebrews 10:25; Philippians 1:27; 1 Corinthians 16:2; Leviticus 27:30
* If it is your intent to commit to the Water of Life Family, please fill out the “Membership Covenant”
and sign it at the bottom. Then turn that sheet in to your connection coach at your table.
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** If you need more time to think about it that is okay. Just fill it out when you are ready and turn it in to
the Water of Life office and we will take care of it for you.

Finally, what are the benefits of active membership?
1.
2.
3.
4.

Provides a spiritual family for support and encouragement
Places you under spiritual protection of godly leaders
Provides accountability for growth through relationships in your small group
Certificate of “Active Membership” and a “Key” to your church home

The primary reason to become an active member is not to gain personal advantage or benefit, but to
identify ourselves with the characteristics, or marks, of biblical maturity. Active membership is a reminder
and symbol of our responsibility to participate in the life of the church and to demonstrate a transformed
life through passion for God and compassion for people.

DECISION POINT: Becoming A Member
“Yes, I will become a member of Water of Life Church”

To become a member:
• Complete your New Member Information Sheet and Family Covenant today.
• Turn in your completed information sheet and signed Covenant to your Connection Coach.
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Helpful Information
• What we Believe
• FAQ’S										

Appendix
DISCOVERING WATER OF LIFE

37

WHAT WE BELIEVE?
Statement of Faith:
WE BELIEVE that there is one living and true God, eternally existing in three persons, the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit, equal in power and in glory; that this triune God created all, upholds all and governs all.
WE BELIEVE that the SCRIPTURES of the Old and New Testaments are the Word of God, fully inspired and
without error in the original manuscripts and infallible rule of faith and practice.
WE BELIEVE in GOD THE FATHER, an infinite, personal Spirit, perfect in holiness, wisdom, power and love;
that He concerns Himself mercifully in the affairs of men; that He hears and answers prayer; and that He
saves from sin and death all who come to Him through Jesus Christ.
WE BELIEVE in JESUS CHRIST, God’s only begotten Son, conceived by the Holy Spirit. We believe in His
virgin birth; sinless life; miracles and teachings; His substitutionary atoning death, bodily resurrection, and
ascension into heaven; perpetual intercession for His people; and personal, visible return to earth.
WE BELIEVE in the HOLY SPIRIT, who came forth from the Father and Son to convict the world of sin,
righteousness, and judgment, and to regenerate, sanctify and empower for ministry all who believe in
Christ. We believe the Holy Spirit indwells every believer in Jesus Christ and that He is an abiding Helper,
Teacher and Guide. We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit and in the exercise of all the
Biblical gifts of the Spirit.
WE BELIEVE that all MEN are sinners by nature and choice and are therefore under condemnation, that
God regenerates by the Holy Spirit those who repent of their sins and confess Jesus Christ as Lord; that
Jesus Christ baptizes a seeking believer with the Holy Spirit with power for service, often subsequent to
regeneration.
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WE BELIEVE in the universal CHURCH, the living spiritual body of which Christ is the Head and all regenerated
persons are the members.
WE BELIEVE that the Lord Jesus Christ committed two ORDINANCES to the Church, Baptism and the Lord’s
Supper. We believe in baptism by immersion, and communion open to all believers. We believe also in the
laying on of hands for the baptism of the Holy Spirit; for ordination of pastors, elders and deacons; and for
receiving gifts of the Spirit or healing.
WE BELIEVE in the personal, visible RETURN OF CHRIST to earth and the establishment of His Kingdom;
in the resurrection of the body; the final judgment; and the eternal blessing of the righteous and endless
suffering of the wicked.
WE BELIEVE in what is termed “The Apostles Creed” as embodying the fundamental facts of Christian faith.
WE BELIEVE the human race was created as male and female by a direct act of God to fully reveal His image.
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WE BELIEVE marriage is a sacred covenantal union between a man and a woman that limits sexual relations
to monogamous, heterosexual marriage.
WE BELIEVE that the solemnizing of a marriage is a sacred and profound event that shall be entered into
only where the proposed covenantal union is in compliance with the Word of God.
WE BELIEVE that the solemnizing of a marriage between men or women of the same sex is contrary to the
Word of God and is a sin before God.
WE BELIEVE that legitimate sexual relations are exercised solely within marriage between a man and a
woman and that sexual activities outside of marriage, including but not limited to, adultery, premarital sex,
homosexuality, pedophilia, lascivious conduct, transgender behavior, and the creation and/or distribution
and/or viewing of pornography, are inconsistent and incompatible with the Word of God.

Appendix
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FAQ’S: FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
What is a Nondenominational Church?
A Nondenominational church is a church that is not affiliated with a particular denomination (such as
Baptist or Lutheran). We do support and partner with many other Christian churches and organizations
that share similar vision, mission and values. We believe that the Bible is the inspired word of God. As a
Bible-based church, we are committed to teaching weekly from God’s word.
Why is Water of Life Church so big?
The size of Water of Life Church has not been determined by our staff or elders, but by the people in our
community who visit and choose to belong here. We began 20 years ago as a small group meeting in a
local home. This group believed we were called to touch our neighborhoods and nations. God is clearly
accomplishing that! Water of Life Church is a family and through our various ministries and small groups,
our big church becomes small as you find the place where you belong. We like to say, “Big isn’t good, small
isn’t good, but good is good!”
How can I find out where I belong?
You’ve taken the first step by coming to this class. You now understand the structure of our church,
and have identified a ministry or two that you would like to explore. It’s kind of like moving into a new
neighborhood - you need to meet the neighbors and get to know them. As you spend time at Water of Life
you will find ministries you want to get to know. You may also move through different stages and want to
try different ministries as you go along.
How can I talk with a Pastor if I need to?
Once you find out where you want to belong at Water of Life, you will be connected in a ministry and a small
group which is where you will build relationships, including knowing the leaders and Pastor of that ministry.
You can call them directly, or make an appointment to meet during the week. If you have an emergency
and cannot reach the pastor you know, you can call the church and ask to speak to the Pastor of the Day.
Every day a different pastor on staff is accessible to anyone needing help. This pastor will talk with you,
meet with you, pray with you, make hospital visits and is accessible 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.
Is assistance available if I have a financial need?
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We know that sometimes unexpected financial problems arise, and we believe your church family should
be able to help you in those times. Water of Life Church has a wonderful ministry called the Benevolence
Ministry for that purpose. This ministry provides temporary short-term financial assistance for utility bills,
help with rent, food and other basic necessities for those who are members and actively participating in
Water of Life Church. We also give assistance to our community through our local outreach called “City
Link.”
Why does Water of Life have so many big events?
We believe that God loves it when we gather and laugh together as a church family - it brings Him great
joy! We also know that God doesn’t want church to be a scary place for people. We provide outrageously
fun opportunities, from our Anniversary to our Trunk or Treat, for you to invite friends and family as a safe
first step introduction to Water of Life Church. So many lives have been transformed through these times
of celebration. We know that when we put together fun events, God faithfully impacts people’s lives! It is
wonderful to belong to a church family that values celebrating together and reaching others as the same
time.
Why is it so important to get connected into a small group?
We believe that life change happens in a small group. If you read about the early church you’ll see a model
for meeting together and sharing lives together.
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“They worshiped together at the temple each day, met in homes for the Lord’s Supper, and shared their
meals with great joy and generosity.” (Acts 2:46)
In this fashion we encourage everyone to be in a small group where you can connect regularly with a group
of believers, where you are known, cared for, can grow spiritually and are prayed for.
What if I don’t fit with the people in my small group?
No problem, not everything works out as we plan. We encourage you to get to know the people in the
group, but if it is just not going to work, let us know and we will find another group for you. We often find
that it takes a few weeks to get to know people in a group especially if they have already been meeting
together and you are new. But be assured you will find the right group for you.
Why do you have so many classes?
One word really, “Transformation.” These ministries are designed to meet your needs at different stages of
your life. Our classes provide the teaching, coaching, healing, equipping and support so that your life can
be transformed through the core values of Water of Life.
Why don’t you pass an offering plate?
Water of Life Church does take a weekly offering….we just don’t pass a plate. There are boxes in the back of
the worship center where you can place your offerings each week. We believe giving should be from your
heart, and is between you and God.
Who is responsible for the church finances and where does my money go?
Being a good steward of the resources God gives us is a top priority. We have a Finance Manager and a
team of accountants that are responsible for our budget and the way resources are allocated at Water of
Life. Our elders review the finances monthly. Our accounts are audited annually by CAP in Crouse LLP.
Is there a translation guide to understand what things are around here?
Creativity has advantages and its challenges. We do have some unusual names for our Water of Life
activities, events, and ministries. To that end, see the next section entitled, “Glossary of Terms.”
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OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday | 9:00am - 5:00pm
909.463.0103

LOCATIONS
Administration Office
14418 Miller Ave. Suite K
Fontana, CA 92336
Fontana
7625 East Ave.
Fontana, CA 92336
Rosena Ranch
17825 Sycamore Creek Loop Pkwy.
San Bernardino, CA 92407
Upland
1020 West 8th St.
Upland, CA 91786
Townsville, Australia
BCC Cinemas Townsville Central

waterofl ifecc.org

