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 • Luke 4:18b: “He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners”
  —  In the Gospels, we do not read of Jesus freeing anyone from prison. (In Acts, we do read 

of some who were miraculously set free from jail.) He did not even give freedom to John the 
Baptist when he was in prison, although he certainly would have had the power to do so.

  — So, what prisoners did he free?
  —  Prisoners of the devil—Jesus liberated many people who were possessed by demons. 

Even today there are many people who are prisoners of the devil and his demons.
  —  Prisoners of sin—“Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin” 

(John 8:34).
  —  It wasn’t just the prostitutes, adulterers, and tax collectors who were sinners. The Jews 

thought they were free, but Jesus saw that they were totally enslaved to sin.

 • Luke 4:18c: “recovery of sight for the blind.”
  —  Jesus care for people’s physical suffering
	 	 —	 	The	first	Christian	church	cried	out	to	God	for	miracles	and	healing,	and	God	answered.	

How many of us cry out to God for healing?
  —  Sometimes He heals instantly, sometimes it is a process, sometimes he uses medicine, 

sometimes he only removes the pain; but we can cry out to him and trust in him. 

 • Luke 4:18d: “to set the oppressed free”
  —  Many are oppressed, distressed, weighed down, and grieving.
  —  Socially oppressed—Jesus had compassion on the outcasts (lepers, for example).
   º The prodigal son returned to his father’s warm, loving home. 
	 	 —	 	Oppressed	by	difficult	life	experiences—Many	live	oppressed	by	pain	and	hurts	of	the	

past:	childhood	abuse,	marital	infidelity,	and	financial	injury.

 • Luke 4:19—Good News: Now is the year of the Lord’s favor 
  —  Verse 19—Acceptable year of the Lord = Jubilee
  —  Leviticus 25—50th year settled all accounts. Debt free! Slaves were freed, families 

rejoined, property returned—debts canceled
  —  Insured peoples well-being in spite of themselves
	 	 —	 	We	believe	that	the	time	has	come	where	God	is	manifesting	his	favor.	Like	Jesus,	we	

need the anointing of the Holy Spirit

IV.  The Mission of the Church
The mission of the Church is a continuation of Christ’s earthly ministry (John 14:12). The apostle Paul 
grounded the mission of the Church in the continued ministry of the Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:22-23). 
The Church exists with Christ as the head and as a dwelling place of God in the Spirit (Ephesians 2:22). 

 •  The Church in general refers to the Body of Christ. For the purpose of this study, “the Church” 
refers in general to the Church at large. 

 •  The term is, also, readily applied to local congregations of the Body of Christ. Therefore when 
it is capitalized, it refers to the Church at large; when it is not, it refers to a local congregation. 

2W. A. Elwell, & Comfort, P. W., Tyndale Bible dictionary, electronic version (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers 2001), 
281.
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 •  This ongoing ministry of Christ as the ministry of the Son to the Father will continue, said the 
apostle	Paul,	up	to	the	end	of	this	age,	when	He	will	deliver	the	kingdom	to	God	the	Father,	
after “destroying every rule and every authority and power,” (I Corinthians 15:24-25 RSV).

 •  The Church exists as sent ones—that is its nature. The mission of the Church is to continue 
the ministry of Jesus through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Jesus viewed redeeming 
men’s souls was His whole purpose for coming to the earth, “For the Son of Man has come to 
save that which is lost,” (Matthew 18:11).

  
 •  Before Jesus returned to heaven, He commissioned His disciples to go into the entire world 

and	make	disciples	of	all	nations	(Matthew 28:19-20a). Therefore, Jesus sent the Church 
on its mission to reach people in every place with Himself. 

Interrelated to the Mission of God
	 •	 	There	may	be	varying	opinions	about	the	multiple	tasks	and	functions	of	the	church,	but	the	

following represents what would be its four highest priorities:

 •  1) To proclaim the Gospel throughout the world and make disciples of all kinds of 
people. “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age,” (Matthew 
28:19-20). “And He said to them, Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature,” (Mark 16:15).

 •  2) To worship and fellowship in the context of a relational community—God originally 
made man for His own pleasure, to enjoy his fellowship and worship (Revelation 4:11, John 
4:23). Thus, a part of the Lord’s purpose of the church is to gather His people together and 
facilitate a corporate environment of worship, to express our love toward Him and one another. 

   Jesus described these as the two highest ideals of Christianity: Loving God and Loving People 
(Mark 12:30-31).

 •  3) To mature believers and prepare them to perform works of ministry. “And He Himself 
gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 
for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ...” 
(Ephesians 4:11-12).

 •  4) To represent the interests of the Kingdom of God in the world, and to influence our 
society with the ideals of the Lord. “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its 
flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled 
underfoot by men. You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be 
hidden,” (Matthew 5:13-14).

V. Water of Life Community Church Mission 
Each local Church has a distinctive mission:	It	is	to	fulfill	an	aspect	of	Jesus’	ministry	to	the	Father	on	
behalf of the world. One local church cannot do everything. Here is what we believe God has called 
and raised Water of Life Community Church for:
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