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SESSION 1: INTRODUCTION TO INTERCESSION
Purpose Statement
To raise up a people who understand God’s love for them and the importance that prayer has in 
their relationship with God. As a result, they will know both the joy and delight in effective and 
fervent prayer.

Vision
A prayer-saturated church, where prayer is part of all that we do and are.

We pray with: 
• Knowledge of who God is (Exodus 34:6, Psalm 86:15, Psalm 108:4, Psalm 145:8-9)
• Knowledge of God’s love for us

• Knowledge of Scripture

• The help of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:26-27)
• Delight as opposed to Duty

• As a lifestyle versus a task or event

•	 The	ability	(or	confidence)	that	we	will	hear	His	voice	and	discern	His	heart	in	a	matter

We are excited about what God is doing in His church in this very hour around the world. We feel 
that there is no price too great to pay to be part of it; our cry is: More Lord!  

“The	effective,	fervent	prayer	of	a	righteous	man	(person)	avails	much.	Elijah	was	a	man	with	a	
nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would not rain; and it did not rain on the land for 
three years and six months. And he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain, and the earth produced 
its fruit” (James 5:16b-18).

Our Core Values
• Love & Honor    • God’s love for us  • Prayer, all types

• Grace & Mercy   • Faith in God   • Private Prayer

• Faith & Hope    • Spirit Led   • Corporate Prayer

• Respect     • Hearing God  • Worship & Prayer

• Safe Place     • God’s Timing  • Scriptural Prayers

•	 Confidentiality		 	 	 •	Waiting	 	 	 •	Praying	Scripture

I.  Overview
  The goal of this class is to help you grow in your understanding and experience of intercessory 

prayer. Just as we did in Prayer 101, we will be using the Bible in class. However in this class we 
will also be referring to a book called “Intercessors,” Regal Books, ©2000, (Authors Tommi 
Femrite, Elizabeth Alves & Karen Kaufman) ISBN-13: 978-0-8307-2644-8 also. You may 
purchase the book if you would like. It will make a great addition to your library and a great 
reference as you grow in intercession. 
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PRAYER 201: INTERCESSION 7

You also, as living stones, are being built up as a spiritual house  
for a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices  

acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 
I Peter 2:5

If you have given your life to God, you have a passion for God and compassion for others, you have 
red	blood	flowing	through	your	veins,	and	you	want	to	pray	more	effectively	for	others,	then	this	class	
is	for	you.	We	will	be	exploring	the	realms	of	intercession,	defining	it,	studying	it,	but	most	importantly	
doing it. We want this class to equip you to “do the stuff” that God tells us to do in the Bible.

II. What is Intercession?
The	American	Dictionary	defines	it	this	way:

1.  The act of interceding; mediation; interposition between parties at variance, with a view to 
reconciliation 

2.	 Entreaty	in	favor	of	another,	especially	a	prayer	or	petition	to	God	in	behalf	of	another

3. Mediation in a dispute

Intercession comes from two Latin words, Inter and Cedere: 
Inter—means between, among, involved, or intervention. 
Cedere—means to go, to yield, to move, or to pay the price of. 

Here are a few examples:

• To go between, as when stepping between someone and his enemy in battle.

• To yield themselves among those who are weak and need assistance.

•  Moving in the direction of involvement, regarding the needs and hurts of others (for example, 
the Good Samaritan found in Luke 10:25-37).

• To pay the price of intervention; for example: Christ and the Cross go between for us.

“Intercession is everyone’s ministry, just as worshiping and witnessing are.  
And we can expect revelation to accompany it.”

—Joy Dawson

 In the International House of Prayer’s Prayer Room Resource Manual, they have this to say about 
intercession: 

Intercession is intimate partnership and agreement with God.

•  Intercession is intimacy. Prayer is an exchange of romance. God speaks to us and it moves our 
hearts. When we speak back to God, His heart is moved. God desires to establish or deepen this 
romantic relationship with us. He desires intimacy with us. He wants us to know His heart and 
more so, to feel the very emotions of His heart, and then He wants to hear us cry out for the 
longings of His heart to come to pass. His longings become our longings. It’s partnership at the 
most intimate level possible.
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•  Intercession is the means by which God’s will is established on earth. God does not act apart 
from human beings partnering with His heart. Intercession expresses the bridal identity of the 
church. There is nothing more powerful that can fuel God’s heart upon the earth than the cry of 
His	bride,	whose	desires	reflect	His	own.

•  Intercession is agreement with God. Intercession is agreement with what God promised to do. 
When we ask God to do what He desires to do, we are declaring that we agree that His desires 
are good, and that His desires have become our desires.

“…My	house	shall	be	called	a	HOUSE	OF	PRAYER	for	all	nations.”	(Isaiah 56:7)

What is an Intercessor?
An intercessor is an advocate, one who represents or pleads the cause of another…. An intercessor 
stands	before	God	(sometimes	called	“Standing	in	the	Gap”)	for	a	lost	person	or	for	an	unholy	
situation to request God’s intervention and the working out of His will.

Look	at	how	James	Goll	defines	an	intercessor	in	his	book	“The	Lost	Art	of	Intercession.”	An	
Intercessor is one who:

1.	 Reminds	the	Lord	of	promises	and	appointments	not	yet	met	and	fulfilled.	

  On your walls, O Jerusalem, I have appointed watchmen; All day and all night they will never keep 
silent; you who remind the LORD, take no rest for yourselves; And give Him no rest until He 
establishes and makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth. Isaiah 62:6-7

2. Takes up the case of justice before God on behalf of another.

  Yes, truth is lacking; and he who turns aside from evil makes himself a prey. Now the LORD saw 
and it was displeasing in His sight that there was no justice. And He saw that there was no man, 
and was astonished that there was no one to intercede. Isaiah 59:15-16a

3. Makes up the hedge, and builds the wall of protection in time of battle.

  O Israel, your prophets have been like foxes among ruins. “You have not gone up into the 
breaches, nor did you build the wall around the house of Israel to stand in the battle on the day 
of the LORD. Ezekiel 13:4-5

4.  Stands in the gap between God’s righteous judgments, which is due, and the need for 
mercy on the people’s behalf.

  “I searched for a man among them who would build up the wall and stand in the gap before  
Me for the land, so that I would not destroy it; but I found no one. Thus I have poured out My 
indignation on them; I have consumed them with the fire of My wrath; their way I have brought 
upon their heads,” declares the Lord GOD. Ezekiel 22:30-31

Intercession is frequently linked to people in the Bible who made a difference.

Moses, the greatest intercessor in the Old Testament, who mediated the release of the Hebrews 
from	Egypt,	had	the	greatest	revelation	of	the	glory	of	God.
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Daniel, the man who prayed three times daily and interceded for the Israelites, was given 
remarkable revelation of present and future events.

Anna, the prophetess, who never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying 
(Luke 2:37b), interceding and waiting for the Messiah, was given the revelation that the baby in 
Mary’s arms was the promised Messiah.

Cornelius is described in Acts 10 as a man who prayed constantly to God. He was used by God  
to	first	bring	the	Gospel	to	the	Gentiles	through	Peter.

Peter, who undoubtedly had a life style of praying, was used on the day of Pentecost and also to 
introduce the Gentiles to the Gospel.

Paul,	the	greatest	intercessor	in	the	New	Testament	(save	the	Lord	Jesus),	was	also	the	greatest	
missionary as he traveled and planted churches. As a result, he was given tremendous revelation  
of the Church.

God is calling His bride into agreement with Him. At the end of the age, at the accumulation of all 
human	history,	we	see	the	Holy	Spirit	and	the	Bride	(Church)	in	such	unison	that	they	cry	out	together	
the ultimate intercession:

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.“ 
And let the one who hears say, “Come.“  

And let the one who is thirsty come;  
let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost.

Revelation 22:17

Read through Page 24 in Text.

III. Prayer Clinic
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SESSION 2: ISSUE & LIST INTERCESSION 

The earnest prayer of a righteous person  
has great power and wonderful results. 

James 5:16 NLT

ISSUE INTERCESSION

I. Definition of Issue Intercession 
Issue	intercession	is	when	either	through	experience	or	assignment	from	God,	a	specific	cause	is	
imprinted on your heart. Issue assignments may be for a season or a lifetime. 

When we seek to get closer to Him, we will inevitably begin to hear His heartbeat. In this melodious 
rhythm we will hear His passion for righteousness and justice and become aware of injustices that 
we are able to do something about through intercession.

II. Issues
Many issues that we pray for are birthed out of the desire to right injustices and/or protect 
righteousness. Many or most of these directly affect the family unit and our children. Think about 
the many issues that plague our nation:

• Abortion      • Widows/Orphans

• Sanctity of marriage   • The Lost/Unreached People Groups

• Child pornography   • Alcohol/Drugs/Addictions

•	 Human	trafficking		 	 	 •	 Domestic	Abuse

• Governments/Nations  • Homeless/Poor

• Families/Children

These issues require someone to stand in the gap and pray for His will to be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. As one who stands in the gap, we become a voice for the voiceless and an advocate for the 
forgotten.

The real power in issue intercession comes into play when we can gather like-minded passionate 
people together to create an unconquerable force to abolish a wrong or right an injustice. 

I also tell you this: If two of you agree down here on earth concerning  
anything you ask, my Father in heaven will do it for you.  

Matthew 18:19, NLT

From Text, Page 31: “The Issue Intercessor prayer-power mix often combines mercy and/or warfare 
to fight for those who cannot fight for themselves...Only when love is the driving force behind issue 
intercession is there enough passion to finish the assignment.”
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PRAYER 201: INTERCESSION 13

III. Examples
In	the	first	chapter	of	Nehemiah	we	see	him	passionately	praying	for	the	issue	he	was	called	to:	
“rebuilding the walls around Jerusalem.” In fact, the whole book of Nehemiah is about his issue 
intercession until he saw the completion of his assigned issue.

Take	the	gathering	of	Christians	at	the	LA	Coliseum	a	few	years	ago	led	by	Lou	Engle	at	“The	Call”	
Azusa. Thousands of people came together to fast and pray for revival in our nation and unity in the 
church.	At	another	“Call”	event	led	by	Lou	Engle,	Christians	rose	up	across	the	nation	to	fast	and	
pray for the right of the unborn and for the sanctity of marriage. As a result, the mostly liberal state 
of	California	voted	to	protect	the	definition	of	marriage	as	being	between	a	man	and	a	woman.

IV. Pitfalls
• Frustration at others who don’t share your conviction for the issue

• Making your issue the most important issue

• Receiving an identity from the issue or allowing pride to enter into it

• Allowing the issue to consume you

• Not distinguishing the difference between Spirit leading and soulish love

•	 Exceeding	the	boundaries	God	gives	you

• Becoming negative or critical around the issue

• Isolating from others, when you should be aligning with them

• Looking to people instead of God to resolve the issue

“Men may spurn our appeals, reject our message, oppose our arguments,  
despise our persons, but they are helpless against our prayers.” 

—Sidlow Baxter

V. Personal Reflection
• Do injustices against others cause you to mount up in prayer?

• What are some of the issues that you are passionate about?

• Where did your passion for this issue begin?

• How do you or how could you pray for these issues?

LIST INTERCESSION

I. Definition of List Intercession
List intercession is made simple by using a tool or a list to organize or arrange your prayers, in order 
to make your prayer time more effective. A list pray-er is someone who will pray about any subject 
you provide, but he or she prefers to have a list to follow. Many associate intercessory prayer only 
with this type of intercession. However, it is just one way that some people intercede. Others are 
turned off to intercessory prayer because of their negative concept of sitting around praying from  
a list. However, there are many different ways and levels of list intercession that can take place. 
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List pray-ers are dependable and they strengthen us with their unwavering love and loyalty. List 
intercessors persevere in prayer.

You	are	not	disqualified	as	an	intercessor	if	you	don’t	pray	from	a	list.	

On persevering prayer:  
“I look at a stone cutter hammering away at a rock a hundred times without  
so much as a crack showing in it. Yet at the 101st blow it splits in two. I know  

it was not the one blow that did it, but all that had gone before.”
 —Jacob Riis

II. Types of Lists 
List praying can take many different forms and shapes. It can be as simple as jotting down your prayers 
on a slip of paper, using a pre-published prayer card, or using different tools or objects to remind you 
to pray for different people or things.

III. Examples
There are many examples of individuals having prayer lists or routines in their prayer life. For example, 
Job prayed for all his family members (Job 1:4-5) and Daniel would pray systematically three times a 
day (Daniel 6:7-13).

Some people like to jot or write down their prayers and pray them until they are answered. One 
example	is	George	Mueller,	a	famous	British	pastor	who	ran	orphanages	in	England	in	the	1800s	
during the black plague. Mueller kept a diary of his private prayers for his orphanages; he then would 
also	record	how	God	answered	his	specific	prayers.	George	Mueller’s	diaries	were	later	published	and	
have been a great encouragement to many.

Another	example:	Ministries,	pastors	or	missionaries	often	produce	lists	of	specific	things	that	others	
can pray to help their ministries be more effective. These lists may include people groups, opportunities, 
provision and personal needs.

Pray!	Magazine	and	other	publishers	produce	prayer	cards	(lists)	to	encourage	people	to	pray	for	various	
things. Some of the topics covered by Pray! Magazine include: government leaders, our military, your 
family, your church, your pastor, public schools, people in authority, Hollywood, institutions of higher 
education, your children, your wife, your husband, prodigals, missionaries and praying for revival.

Lists are sometimes used to organize the topics, but not necessarily the content of the prayers. We can 
do that in our personal prayers, or when we have corporate times of prayer together. Prayer ministries 
like	International	House	of	Prayer	(IHOP),	dedicate	certain	types	of	prayer	(e.g.	justice	issues,	the	nations)	
to different days, or hour segments, which is another example of list intercession.

The last type of prayer lists use objects:	Many	people	use	markers	(not	pens…lol!),	whether	they	are	
prayer	beads	or	other	objects,	to	remind	them	to	pray	for	a	specific	issue	or	cause.	Both	Moses	and	
Joshua set up altars to remind Israel to pray every time that they saw them. Many people use pictures 
of their family or friends on their refrigerator or bathroom vanity as a reminder to pray for them. I heard 
of one person that used their cell phone address book to pray for their family and friends when they 
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found themselves having to wait for an appointment. Jack Hayford’s front yard has a block fence that 
has	12	towers.	Every	morning	he	goes	out	on	his	front	porch	to	pray,	and	he	uses	each	one	of	the	
towers	to	remind	him	to	pray	for	specific	people	or	groups	of	people.

IV. Pitfalls
• Believing that this is the only way to pray

• Judging others who deviate from list praying

•	 	Becoming	too	dependent	on	lists,	instead	of	listening	to	God	(be	flexible,	God	may	want	to	add	
to	your	list!)

• Lacking compassion over prayer lists

• Putting their lists ahead of what God is doing in the moment

• Feeling condemnation for missing a day of not praying their list

• Becoming overwhelmed by allowing their lists to grow too large

• Lacking boundaries to know who or what should go on their list

• Not knowing when to remove an item from their list

As a list pray-er, extend grace to yourself. Your heart attitude is always more important to God than 
your performance in prayer.

“Prayer does not change the purpose of God.
But prayer does change the action of God.”

—Chuck Smith

V. Personal Reflection
• Do lists help or hinder your prayer times?

•	 Do	you	find	freedom	in	structure?

• Have you recorded the dates of your prayer requests?

•	 What	places	should	you	rethink	your	opinion	of	prayer	lists	(lack	of	use	or	over-dependence)?

• What ways could you use lists or reminders to improve your effectiveness in prayer?

• Would regimented prayer inhibit you or release you?

• Do you pray over the same people consistently?

• When called to pray for someone, do you start by making a list?

Read through Page 53 in Text.

VI. Prayer Clinic
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SESSION 3: SOUL & PERSONAL INTERCESSION

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them  
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  
and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.

Matthew 28:19-20

SOUL INTERCESSION

I. Definition of Soul Intercession 
Soul intercession is prayerful travail1 for those who have not been born again through a relationship 
with Jesus as their Lord and Savior. While praying for the lost is part of the great commission that all 
believers are called to, there are men and women who the Lord calls as soul intercessors who pray 
especially for the lost. It gives them great joy to see someone prayed through the birthing process 
into the Kingdom of God; into the family of God.

In the same way, I tell you, there is rejoicing in the presence  
of the angels of God over one sinner who repents. 

Luke 15:10

One of the things that soul intercessors understand is the condition of those who are outside of 
Jesus Christ. They have a keen awareness of what it means for someone to spend eternity in hell. 
This motivates them to pray and to persevere. Soul intercessors understand that those that are 
outside of Jesus Christ are eternally separated from God, under His wrath, and facing an eternity of 
misery and damnation. They realize that lost people have no true hope or peace and are fully aware 
of their bondage to sin. This understanding burdens them in a good way for those who are lost. 

Soul intercessors long for others to experience true hope and peace through the Lord Jesus Christ. 
Soul intercessors yearn for others to be set free from bondage to sin.

II. Types of Soul Intercession
The foundational principle of reaching people with the Gospel of Jesus Christ is that we must pray 
for them. If we want to see lost people enter into a personal relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ, 
we must pray for their salvation. This is absolutely crucial. We also need to be open to sharing the 
gospel with them if the opportunity arises. 

There are different types and ways to pray for souls:

1. Pray Scriptural prayers and promises for others.

2. Pray for unsaved family and loved ones.

3. Pray for friends, acquaintances and business associates.

4. Prayer walk your neighborhood, city or community.
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5.  Location Intercession: going to a particular location and praying for souls; for example: local 
schools, universities, gates or entry places of cities, governmental buildings.

6. Visit different businesses or restaurants and pray for the people there.

7. Prayer map your city or region and pray. 

8.	 Pray	for	nations	and	people	groups	using	a	map	or	globe	(10-40	window).

9.  Study about a particular nation or people group looking for keys to unlock the gospel to them 
(e.g.	David	McDaniel	and	Japan).

 
What do you do when you realize someone is lost? The following are some biblical principles that 
you can put into practice to help you with this burdensome load:

•	 	Realize	(know	it!)	that	there	is	hope	(Acts 16:15, 29-34). In these texts, God saved whole 
households.

• Ask God to grant you patience and persistence (Luke 18:1). 
•	 Pray	for	the	influence	of	other	Christians	(I Corinthians 3:5-8).
• Plead that your loved one will be radically transformed by Jesus Christ (John 3:16). 
• Ask Him to transform your loved one through the power of the Spirit and the Gospel. 

• Ask God for opportunities to demonstrate love to your lost loved one (Matthew 5:13-14).
• Pray tenaciously (Isaiah 62:2-7).
• Don’t lose heart (Galatians 6:9). 

III.  Examples
Apostle Paul—was a soul intercessor and as a result many came to Christ and churches were 
birthed. Look at some of the things Paul wrote:

“My dear children, for whom I am in the pains of childbirth until Christ is formed in you…”  
Galatians 4:19

“Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for the Israelites is that they may be saved.”  
Romans 10:1

“Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God — even as I try to 
please everybody in every way. For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that 
they may be saved.” I Corinthians 10:32-33

Church Fathers—many church fathers both past and present are dedicated soul intercessors. Here 
are a few examples:

• Patrick—Missionary to the Irish

• Columba—Missionary to the Scots

• Martin Luther—Reformer, salvation by grace

• George Fox—The Quaker Movement

• John Wesley—Evangelist	and	Methodist	Movement
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• William Carey—Father of modern missions

• Charles Finney—Evangelist/Great	Awakening	
• D.L. Moody—Evangelist	and	revivalist
• Jim Elliot—Missionary

• Billy Graham—Evangelist
• Greg Laurie—Pastor/Evangelist
• Randy Clark—Revivalist

• Heidi Baker—Missionary to Mozambique

IV. Pitfalls
• Can be overwhelmed by the number of the lost

• Discouraged by lack of praise reports

• Judging rather than identifying with the lost

• Apathy can set in

• Judged by others

• Become fatigued from praying without seeing immediate results

• Failure to follow through with those who are saved

V. Personal Reflection
• Do you often think about the unsaved?

• When you meet people, do you wonder if they are saved?

• Do you or have you thought about serving on the altar ministry team?

• Are the lost drawn to you?

• Does a seeker-sensitive church align with your call?

VI. Prayer Clinic
Examples	of	Prayers	for	the	Lost

•  Father, in the name of Jesus, I plead that You will draw ________________ to Jesus Christ in true 
faith and repentance (John 6:44).

•  In the name of Jesus, I ask You, Father, to quicken ________________ who is dead in sins and 
trespasses (Ephesians 2:1).

•  Father, I ask You to bind and remove Satan’s work among ________________ and that You would 
open their eyes to the truth of the gospel (II Corinthians 4:4).

•  Holy Spirit, I pray that You would convince ________________ that they are lost, separated from 
God, and headed to hell (Romans 3:23).

•  Holy Spirit, in the name of Jesus, I pray that You would destroy any false ideas that 
__________________________ has about Jesus Christ and salvation through Him (Proverbs 14:12).
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•  Lord Jesus, I plead that You will seek out ___________________ and save them from their sins and 
eternal condemnation (Luke 19:10).

•  Father, I pray that You will open ___________________ hearts so that they will receive and believe 
the gospel (Acts 16:14).

•  Holy Spirit, I ask You through Your power and __________________ circumstances to prepare them 
to hear and receive the Word of God (Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23).

•  Holy Spirit, I plead that ______________ will understand the gospel when it is presented to 
them so that the devil cannot snatch it away (Matthew 13:5, 9).

•  Holy Spirit, in the name of Jesus, I plead that the Word of God will take root in ________________ 
and bring about true salvation for ________________ (Matthew 13:6, 20-21).

•  Father, I ask that the pleasures of this world and the pressures of life will not choke the Word of 
God that has been sown into ________________ (Matthew 13:7, 22).

•  Father, I plead that You will deliver ________________ from the kingdom of darkness and place 
________________ into the kingdom of Your dear Son (Colossians 1:13).

•  Father, I pray that ________________ will receive the free gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ 
our Lord (Romans 6:23).

•  Lord Jesus, I ask that ________________ will not trust in themselves, but that ________________ will 
completely trust in You as their Savior and Lord (Galatians 2:16).

•  Holy God, I pray that You would grant genuine repentance to ________________ , a repentance 
that will cause them to hate sin and to turn from it (Acts 11:8; Luke 13:1-3).

•  Lord God, I plead that You would grant ________________ genuine faith, a faith that trusts in 
Jesus alone and surrenders to Him as Lord and Savior (Ephesians 2:8-10).

•  Holy Spirit, I pray that You would stir ________________ out of their indifference and complacency 
concerning their condition and their need of the Lord Jesus Christ (II Corinthians 6:2).

•  I ask in the name of Jesus Christ that ________________ would surrender themselves to the Lord 
Jesus Christ (Romans 14:9).

•  Father, I pray that You will send people continually into ________________ who will share the 
gospel with them (Romans 10:14).

•  Father, I plead in the name of Jesus that You will put a new heart in ________________ and that 
You will place Your Holy Spirit in them (Jeremiah 42:30; Ezekiel 11:19-20).

•  Holy Spirit, I pray that You will cause ________________ to hate sin and that You will break the 
power of those sins that are hindering them from coming to Christ (Mark 9:43-47).

•  Lord Jesus, I ask that ________________ would surrender to You, deny themselves, take up their 
cross, and follow You (Luke 9:23).

•  Father, I plead that ________________ will understand that their only hope for forgiveness and 
acceptance with You is through Jesus’ work on the Cross (I Corinthians 1:18).

•  Father, I pray that ________________ would not neglect the glorious salvation that is available 
through Your Son (Hebrews 2:1-3).

•  Lord Jesus, I pray that ________________ will feel and know the burden of their sin and will come 
to You for forgiveness and salvation (Matthew 11:28-30).

•  Father, I plead that ________________ will make a genuine commitment to Jesus Christ as the 
Lord and Savior of their lives (Luke 14:24-33).
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•  Lord Jesus, I plead that ________________ will not be content with the appearance of 
righteousness but will seek You for the transformation of their whole lives (Matthew 23:27-29).

•	 	Father,	I	pray	that	________________	will	see	that	their	good	works	are	as	filthy	rags	in	Your	sight	
and that they cannot save themselves (Isaiah 64:6).

•  Father, I ask that ________________ would believe and trust Your Son that You sent to be the 
Savior of sinners (John 5:24).

•  Lord Jesus, I ask that ________________ would not die in their sins but would trust You and 
receive eternal life (John 8:24).

•  Because You came into the world to save sinners, I plead with You to save ________________ who 
are sinners and in need of Your grace and mercy (I Timothy 1:13-16).

•  Holy Spirit, I pray that You would humble ________________ so that they see their need of Jesus 
Christ (Psalm 18:27; Proverbs 8:13, 29:23).

PERSONAL INTERCESSION

I. Definition of Personal Intercession
A personal intercessor is simply someone who undertakes to intercede for someone else’s personal 
needs. Personal intercessors are simply individuals who have been entrusted by God to carry 
confidential	information	in	and	out	of	God’s	throne	room	for	another	in	order	to	partner	in	that	
person’s protection, provision and prayer priorities. 

“Give me 100 preachers who fear nothing but sin and desire nothing but God,  
and I care not a straw whether they be clergy or laymen, such alone will shake  

the gates of hell and set up the kingdom of Heaven on earth.  
God does nothing but in answer to prayer.”

—John Wesley

II. Types of Personal Intercession
Most personal intercession is focused on leaders, missionaries, other intercessors, or others doing God’s 
work; however, they do not necessarily have to be focused on any one category of people. For example, 
personal intercessors may come around an individual experiencing tragedy, sickness or other life events. 
Another type of personal intercession is for business leaders or governmental leaders.

Usually when God assigns one person to another as a personal intercessor, a heart response occurs. 
A godly love and desire for this person to succeed is the motivator. 

Pastors Need Intercession
Every	Christian	needs	intercession.	However,	pastors	and	other	Christian	leaders	need	intercession	
more than ordinary members of the Body of Christ. This may sound strange to you, but let me 
propose	five	reasons	I	believe	this	to	be	true.
 
1. Pastors have responsibility and need accountability.
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2. Pastors are more subject to temptation. 

3. Pastors are more targeted by spiritual warfare. 

4.	 Pastors	have	more	influence	on	others.	

5. Pastors have more visibility.

There	are	roughly	three	types	of	intercessors.	This	is	not	an	unconditional	classification,	rather	a	
realistic differentiation to explain the matter. 

Category 1
General intercessors: Omar Cabrera, leader of one of the largest churches in Latin America asks his 
congregation to pray for him every time they say grace. This is general prayer. But just think what 
happens when 145,000 people present you to the throne of God three times a day! Information 
passed on to the congregation by the minister in a newsletter is another way of generating prayer. 
General matters that can be common knowledge can be announced weekly on Sundays. You can 
request intercession at venues where you are a speaker. A missionary asks for general prayer by 
means	of	a	monthly	newsletter	with	specific	requests	to	a	few	hundred	people.	This	type	of	
intercession is more like general prayer. 

Category 2
This category mostly deals with the second tier of intercession: Depending on the number of 
personal intercessors or prayer partners that the spiritual worker needs, it is a select group of 10-100 
intercessors. Determining numbers is not easy. John Maxwell has 100 personal intercessors. Peter 
Wagner, former professor of Church Growth at Fuller Theological Seminary School of World 
Missions, Founder of Global Harvest Ministries, author of Prayer Shield, and co-founder of World 
Prayer Center, claims an average of 18 personal intercessors. We ask all our pastoral staff to have at 
least 3 intercessors. It is suggested that a pastor or spiritual leader should have somewhere between 
10-40	personal	intercessors	(total	from	all	three	categories).	We	must	be	careful	of	the	idea:	“more	
intercessors, more fruit.” Before you know it, numbers have become important and we become 
important again. The question is not how many intercessors there are, but rather, how effective and 
faithful is their intercession? 

Category 3
The third tier of intercessors includes one or two, at most three people to whom you can entrust 
extremely	personal	and	confidential	information.	The	choice	of	intercessor	is	once	again	extremely	
important. The wrong choice can ruin your whole ministry. I dare to say that the gift of intercession 
is a prerequisite at this tier. Interceding for the spiritual worker should be an important priority in the 
intercessor’s life. 

In Peter Wagner’s book “Prayer Shield” he suggests three different types of personal intercessors 
for pastors and other leaders. 

•	 I-1	intercessors	(Inner	Circle—close	relationship)	

•	 I-2	intercessors	(Middle	circle—casual	relationship)

•	 I-3	Intercessors	(Outer	circle—remote	relationship)	
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Bill Johnson, a senior leader and internationally recognized speaker has a system where he has 3 
“I-1” intercessors; then he has three intercessors that pray for each of his personal intercessors; last 
of all he has three intercessors that pray for each of the intercessors that are praying for his personal 
intercessors. It looks something like this:

Three Intercessors, prayed for by nine intercessors, prayed for by 27 intercessors = 39 total 
intercessors.

III. Examples
There are many examples in the Bible of personal intercessors. Here are a few:

• David and Jonathan

•	 Mordecai	and	Esther

• Jesus and Mary, Martha and other women

Other Historical Leaders
Charles Finney
The Year:   1830
The Place:   Rochester, New York
The Results:  1,000 of the city’s 10,000 inhabitants came to Christ
The Intercessor: Abel Clary—personal intercessor 

D.L Moody
The Year:   1872
The	Place:		 	 London,	England
The Results:  10 days—400 converts
The Intercessor: Marianne Adlard—a bedridden girl

Billy Graham
The Year:   1949
The Place:   Los Angeles, CA
The Results:  A great revival and new way to do mass evangelism
The Intercessor: Many personal intercessors

Resistance to Personal Intercession
It seems odd that many spiritual leaders resist the idea of personal intercessors. It is not without 
reason that many missionaries and spiritual leaders hesitate to pass on personal prayer requests to 
members. However, if handled carefully, much fruit and blessing can result from personal intercession 
for spiritual workers. 
 
Here are some reasons for this resistance that spiritual workers might consider prayerfully: 

•  Privacy: It seems that spiritual leaders do not want the congregation, and in this instance the 
intercessors, to get too close to them. Many spiritual workers put such a high premium on their 
privacy that it is to their own detriment. 

SE
SS

IO
N

 3



PRAYER 201: INTERCESSION 25

•  Ignorance:	Many	spiritual	leaders	are	merely	ignorant	about	the	effect	and	profit	of	personal	
intercession for their ministry. On the other hand, many do not know how to look for personal 
intercessors and retain them. 

•  Individualism: Some spiritual workers have an attitude of “I can do it all.” They cannot delegate 
and do not trust others to help them. These ministers and missionaries still operate on the 
shepherd-flock	system	and	do	not	give	the	body	system	a	chance.	

•  Fear: Other spiritual workers are driven by fear – fear of exposing themselves and becoming 
more vulnerable by sharing personal matters with their intercessors. Sometimes this fear is 
justified,	especially	if	one	takes	into	consideration	how	often	the	privilege	and	responsibility	to	
pray for a spiritual worker is abused. 

•  Pride: Sometimes pride prevents a spiritual worker from asking “ordinary people” to pray for him 
and this is, of course, also to his detriment. These spiritual workers have an attitude of: “I’m the 
spiritual leader. If God is going to do something, He will do it through me. I don’t need anybody.”

•  Excessive/Extreme Humility: There are spiritual workers who feel that they abuse people if they 
ask them to pray for them. They feel guilty for being apparently important enough to be prayed 
for! Doesn’t everybody need an equal amount of prayer? They believe it to be presumptuous and 
selfish	to	request	personal	intercession.	This	is	a	lie	from	hell	and	it	defrauds	spiritual	workers	from	
much	spiritual	blessing.	Each	spiritual	worker	must	personally	make	a	decision	on	this	matter.	If	this	
matter is handled with maturity and responsibility, the spiritual worker will then be able to reap 
positive spiritual fruits. It is good to be aware and careful, but we must take care that the devil 
does not cheat us out of abundant blessing just because of anomalies in the past. If someone 
drives a car recklessly, it would be unrealistic to have all cars banned from using the road. Rather, 
it is the duty of each individual to handle it responsibly.

IV. Pitfalls
•	 Bragging	or	name	dropping	the	person(s)	for	whom	they	are	interceding

• Seeking that person’s approval

•	 Sharing	confidences	without	permission

• Giving words at inappropriate times

• Getting angry when a leader doesn’t understand or follow a direction

• Interpreting a word or direction with your own understanding

•	 Neglecting	to	speak	the	truth	in	love;	or	using	flattery

• Fearing disapproval for giving a word that doesn’t make sense

Now I beg you, brethren, through the Lord Jesus Christ, and through the love  
of the Spirit, that you strive together with me in your prayers to God for me.

Romans 15:30
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V. Personal Reflection
• Do others seek you out to pray for them?

• Does God repeatedly bring someone to mind to pray for him/her?

• Do you have a special insight or burden to pray for a leader?

• Would you rather pray for an individual or for the masses?

Read through Page 89 in Text.

VI. Prayer Clinic
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SESSION 4: FINANCIAL & MERCY INTERCESSION

“The Church has not yet touched the fringe of the possibilities of intercessory prayer.  
Her largest victories will be witnessed when individual Christians everywhere come  

to recognize their priesthood unto God and day by day give themselves unto prayer.”
—John R. Mott

FINANCIAL INTERCESSION

I. Definition of Financial Intercession 
Financial	intercessors	have	been	anointed	(empowered)	by	God	to	pray	for	and	see	the	release	of	
funds	for	ministry	and	the	promotion	of	the	Gospel.	The	amount	of	money	that	financial	intercessors	
have	is	irrelevant	to	their	ability	to	believe	God	for	financial	miracles	to	occur.	Financial	intercessors	
often activate those around them with the gift of giving.  

Like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property  
to them. To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and  

to another one talent, each according to his ability. Then he went on his journey.  
The man who had received the five talents went at once and put his money to work  

and gained five more. So also, the one with the two talents gained two more.  
But the man who had received the one talent went off, dug a hole in the  

ground and hid his master’s money.
Matthew 25:14-18

Because	the	enemy	often	attacks	finances	as	a	means	to	discourage	believers	and	to	hinder	the	work	
of	the	Gospel,	financial	intercessors	are	very	important	to	the	body	of	Christ.	They	believe	God	for	
provision, where others see no possibility. They are able to pray for breakthrough and then experience 
results.	God’s	financial	intercessors	are	called	to	be	rich	in	faith	for	the	funding	of	the	dreams	of	others;	
by	doing	so,	they	often	realize	their	own	dreams	fulfilled.

II. Types of Financial Intercession
There	are	several	ways	God	uses	these	intercessors	to	release	finances	to	the	body	of	Christ.	The	first	
is to pray and then see the funds made available—George Mueller had this ability. A second way is to 
enlist others to pray with them and then experience large-scale participation and results. The funding 
of church expansion plans, and meeting justice causes around the world, are two examples. 

Another way is the ability for an individual to get a heavenly download for an idea, invention, or even 
a business that, in turn, produces wealth that can be used for the funding of ministry and promotion 
of the Gospel of the Kingdom of God. 

There are many ministry needs that need funding to further their effectiveness. Here are some 
examples of things ministries need funding for: 

• Facilities and their operational costs
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•  For human need: for pastors, missionaries, the poor, victims of disasters or injustice (i.e. human 
slavery	or	cruelty)

•	 Materials	for	spreading	the	gospel	(Bibles,	tracts,	radios,	projectors,	etc.)

• Supplies such as vehicles, small planes, wells, medical equipment and medication

But remember the LORD your God, for it is He who gives you  
the ability to produce wealth, and so confirms His covenant,  

which He swore to your forefathers, as it is today.
Deuteronomy 8:18 

III. Examples
We can read in the Old Testament the story of Joseph (Genesis 37-41) and how he received a dream 
when he was yet a young teen. He did, however, experience much hardship and many years delay 
before he realized the fruitfulness of the promise he had received. His trust and faith in the Lord was 
built during those tough times.  

In the New Testament, even from the beginning of the church forming, we see that individuals like 
Barnabas, a businessman, had been given the ability to raise money through real estate. In fact in 
Acts 4:36-37, we see him selling a piece of land and giving it to the apostles for whatever the need 
was	at	the	time.	Later	we	see	Barnabas	taking	Paul	with	him	on	the	first	missionary	trip.	It	is	highly	
likely that Barnabas funded this entire trip, because Paul said later he didn’t take any money from 
those that they went to see.

Kraft	Foods,	Hershey’s,	and	Welch’s	are	examples	of	companies	that	through	financial	intercession	
were created, or have been used to help fund the spread of the Gospel globally.

Bill Johnson tells the story of a man that he knows that was given the plans for a better archery 
compound bow. His bow is now the most sold bow, and the funds from this invention are being 
used to expand the Kingdom of God.

Akiane’s Story

Akiane Kramarik is a young prodigy from Sandpoint, Idaho, who has been drawing and painting 
lifelike	artwork	since	she	was	four	years	old.	Akiane	(pronounced	ah–KEE–ah–nah)	says	she	first	met	
God when she was three. Born in 1994, she uses her amazing gift to help feed needy children around 
the world. See her art on her web page: www.akiane.com.

Akiane had been raised as an unbeliever, in an atheistic family from Lithuania. They didn’t go to church 
or pray together, and there was no discussion about God in their home. But, all of a sudden, Akiane 
began having dreams and visions about God and heaven. And she began to talk about God to her family.

Akiane’s mom, Forelli, says her young daughter was homeschooled; she had no babysitters, and the 
family watched no television. “We were with the kids all the time, and so these words from Akiane about 
God didn’t come from the outside—we knew that. But there suddenly were intense conversations 
about God’s love, His place [in our lives], and she would describe everything in detail.”
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She recreates visions that she says God gives her in her dreams. “I wake up after I have had many 
dreams.” She says God told her that she needs to paint and help the less fortunate. He also noted 
that He’d be there to guide her along the way. “I wake up and I pray, and then I see visions and I 
explain all those to my mom, and I say, ‘This is what I want to paint.’ And my mom says, ‘I’ll give you 
a canvas so you can paint it.’”

Today she is an internationally recognized prodigy, considered the only known child binary genius in 
both realist painting and poetry. She was selected as 1 of 20 most accomplished visual artists in the 
world	by	Tribute	Entertainment	(London)	and	ABI	(United	States).	Some	of	her	originals	sell	for	as	
much as one million dollars; however, she uses the money to help less fortunate children around the 
world.

IV. Pitfalls
•	 Thinking	you	have	to	be	rich	to	see	the	release	of	finances

• Believing that you are the one that has to raise the money 

• Not allowing God to purify your motives

• Using emotion to appeal to others for pledges

• Attempting to manipulate God through your works

The generous man will be prosperous, and he who waters  
[others who are financially dry] will himself be watered.

Proverbs 11:25

V. Personal Reflection
• Do you have faith to believe God for large sums of money?

•	 Do	you	often	carry	a	financial	burden	for	others?

• Do you get joy from seeing people, ministries or organizations prosper?

• Do you ever get dreams or visions that could be used to fund ministry?

VI. Prayer Clinic
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MERCY INTERCESSION

“Tis mightiest in the mightiest; it becomes The throned monarch better  
than his crown; His sceptre shows the force of temporal power, The attribute  
to awe and majesty, Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings; But mercy  

is above this sceptred sway; It is enthroned in the hearts of kings, It is an  
attribute to God himself; And earthly power doth then show likest God’s.  

When mercy seasons justice.” “…The quality of mercy is not strained;  
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven upon the place beneath.  
It is twice blessed—It blesseth him that gives, and him that takes.”

—William Shakespeare

I. Definition of Mercy Intercession 
Mercy intercessors are those who feel others’ hurt, pain or circumstances, and are compelled by their 
compassion to pray for others. They are the good neighbors of prayer. They tap into and are moved 
by the heart of God and His compassion and desire to comfort us when we go through various troubles. 
Mercy	intercessors	intercede	spiritually,	emotionally	and/or	physically	for	those	who	find	themselves	in	
difficult	situations.	These	types	of	intercessors	can	be	moved	through	conversation,	hearing	of	situations,	
reading the newspaper, watching the evening news or hearing of reports of others. They cry out for 
those who are hurting, those who are stuck, or those who are in what feels like a hopeless situation. 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and  
the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those  

in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. For just as the 
sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows.

II Corinthians 1:3-5

II. Types of Mercy Intercession
There are a number of situations and ways God uses mercy intercessors. Mercy intercessors make 
good counselors and are excellent at hospital and associated care visitation programs. They may be 
called	to	minister	intercession	for	individuals,	people	groups,	nations	or	a	specific	issue.	

I will turn their mourning into gladness; I will  
give them comfort and joy instead of sorrow.

Jeremiah 31:13

III. Examples
•  Jeremiah the prophet is sometimes referred to as the weeping prophet, because of his mercy 

intercession over Israel and Jerusalem. Jeremiah was known for lamenting over Josiah  
(II Chronicles 35:25) and over the people of God (Jeremiah 7:29; 9:10, 19).

•  Jesus wept over the city of Jerusalem (Matthew 23:37 and Luke 19:41) and was many times 
moved with compassion for people before doing a miracle. He wept openly before He raised 
Lazarus from the grave (John 11:35).
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•  Mother Teresa is a good example of a mercy intercessor who put hands and feet to her intercession 
for the poor and outcast. Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity were operating 610 missions in 
123 countries, including hospices and homes for people with HIV/AIDS, leprosy and tuberculosis, 
soup kitchens, children’s and family counseling programs, orphanages, and schools at the time 
of	her	death	(9/4/97).

IV. Why Mercy Intercessors?
The tears released by mercy intercessors tend to cleanse and soften hard places where nothing else 
has worked. Romans 12:15, “weep with those who weep.” With the releasing of tears, oftentimes 
breakthrough occurs on three levels::

• Tears unleash the heart of God

•	 Tears	unleash	a	spirit	of	identification

• Tears unleash physical acts of healing

V. Keys for Mercy Intercession
• Recognize that your tears can be a bridge from God’s heart for broken people

• God uses brokenness in our lives for future blessedness

• God values people over things, and He is able to redeem all things

• You cannot control the outcome of another person’s choice

•  Pray from a heavenly perspective, rather than an earthly perspective (“Your will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.” Luke 11:2)

• Don’t judge the motives of others

•  Recognize that our timing is not always God’s timing. (Someone once said, “God is never late; 
however, He misses lots of opportunities to be early.”)

• Hope in God, not in people

• Recognize and release it to God when your assignment is complete

VI. Pitfalls
• Wanting to always rescue others and acting without being released by God to act

• Being naïve about the enemy’s tactics

•  Being misunderstood; feeling condemned, mocked, judged, or quenched by others who are 
uncomfortable with expressions of emotion

•	 Not	being	honest,	or	not	delivering	a	difficult	word	when	asked	by	God	to	do	so

• Grieving or identifying to the point of depression or despair

• Blaming or becoming angry at God for suffering or injustice

• Being vulnerable to manipulation by others

• Not recognizing when your season of intercession for the person, cause, or situation is complete

Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
Matthew 5:4
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VII. Personal Reflection
• Do you have a calling to mercy intercession?

• Do you feel deep grief for others or over issues?

• Do you get upset at others for not being more compassionate or sensitive to others?

• Have you ever been accused of being overly sensitive?

•	 Do	people	come	to	you	for	comfort	when	they	are	going	through	difficult	situations?

Read through Page 125 in Text.

VIII. Prayer Clinic

SESSIO
N

 4



34



SESSION 5

Crisis & Warfare Intercession

• Crisis Intercession
• Warfare Intercession



36

SESSION 5: CRISIS & WARFARE INTERCESSION

“God shapes the world by prayer. The more prayer there is in the world  
the better the world will be, the mightier the forces against evil…”

—E.M. Bounds

CRISIS INTERCESSION

I. Definition of Crisis Intercession 
Crisis intercessors, sometimes known as spontaneous intercessors, are those individuals who are the 
first	responders	to	prayer.	Some	equate	them	to	the	911	crisis	call;	as	soon	as	the	call	goes	out,	firemen	
and paramedics are there in just minutes responding to the crisis. In much the same way, as soon as 
a crisis call for help goes out, crisis intercessors immediately respond in prayer. They are ready and 
on the job. 

These intercessors don’t necessarily like long lists of requests, but they are much attuned to moments 
and instances when special intercession is needed. When a unique need or crisis arises, they will 
frequently suggest that we focus on intercession for that need or situation. Many times, they have 
sensed	the	need	to	pray	earnestly	without	knowing	the	specifics	of	a	situation,	only	to	find	out	later	
that there was a critical need. Often, they will be prompted by the Holy Spirit to pray, these promptings 
may come through impressions, thoughts, dreams, visions, or just feeling a need for a person or a 
situation. It could happen at any time, and they will respond. When trying times arise, God will raise 
up such intercessors to pray until the crisis is through the critical stage. 

When you go to war in your land against the adversary who attacks you,  
then you shall sound an alarm with the trumpets, that you may be  

remembered before the LORD your God, and be saved from your enemies.
Numbers 10:9

When crisis intercessors are often coupled with warfare intercessors, they become a powerful force to 
reckon with. They are the watchmen and women on the wall; when the threat comes, they are awake, 
prepared, and ready to do whatever is necessary to pray through the crisis.

II. Types of Crisis Intercession
Some types of Crisis Intercession are:

• Personal, for both minor and major events

• Churches and Organizations

•	 Catastrophic	and	Natural	Events:

 — Storms, tsunamis, earthquakes and volcanic eruptions

	 —	 Accidents,	explosions,	fires,	plane	crashes	and	terrorism

 — Plagues, epidemics, diseases

	 —	 Economic	and	political	crises
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 — Violence against individuals and groups, genocide

 — States, countries, nations, and governmental areas

God calls both individuals and groups for times of corporate crisis intercession. Various means of 
communication	can	be	used	to	mobilize	the	crisis	intercessors	to	unify	around	a	specific	need.

And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it;  
or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it.

I Corinthians 12:6

III. Examples
There are a number of crisis intercessors in the Bible: Abraham, Rachel, Moses, Gideon, Hannah, David, 
and	Elijah	were	all	used	in	crisis	intercession.	Here	are	a	few	other	examples:

Joseph—In Genesis 41, we read about Joseph interpreting the Pharaoh’s dream regarding the 
seven	fine-looking,	fat	cows,	and	then	the	seven	ugly,	gaunt	cows.	Through	the	Pharaoh’s	dream,	
God alerts Joseph to a crisis situation wherein famine is going to hit the land. Joseph becomes the 
chief	crisis	intercessor	and	God	downloads	a	plan	to	avert	the	crisis	not	only	for	Egypt,	but	for	his	
own family as well 

Nehemiah—In Nehemiah 4, Nehemiah learns of mounting opposition to the rebuilding of the wall 
around Jerusalem, so he calls the people to crisis intercession in verse 9, “Nevertheless we made 
our prayer to our God, and because of them we set a watch against them day and night.” This story 
is also a great illustration of how crisis intercession and warfare intercession often go hand in hand. 
In verse 17, we see a picture of how the two were combined until the crisis was over. 

Our enemies learned that we knew all about their plan and that God had frustrated  
it. And we went back to the wall and went to work. From then on, half of my young  
men worked while the other half stood guard with lances, shields, bows, and mail  
armor. Military officers served as backup for everyone in Judah who was at work  

rebuilding the wall. The common laborers held a tool in one hand and a spear  
in the other. Each of the builders had a sword strapped to his side as  

he worked. I kept the trumpeter at my side to sound the alert.
Nehemiah 4:17 (The Message)

Agabus and Paul—The book of Acts tells us about the prophet Agabus who warns and calls the 
church to crisis intercession because of a coming famine (Acts 11:28), and then later warns Paul of 
danger if he were to go to Jerusalem. The result: Paul went, and the church prayed for God’s will to 
be done through the crisis situation that would soon happen.

After several days of visiting, a prophet from Judea by the name of Agabus came  
down to see us. He went right up to Paul, took Paul’s belt, and, in a dramatic  
gesture, tied himself up, hands and feet. He said, “This is what the Holy Spirit  
says: The Jews in Jerusalem are going to tie up the man who owns this belt  

just like this and hand him over to godless unbelievers.”
Acts 21:9-10 (Message Version)
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9/11 and Prayer—There were a number of reported incidences of Christians praying before and 
during the time that the 9/11 attacks occurred, but perhaps the most dramatic were those for Flight 
93.	The	flight	was	delayed	41	minutes	and	many	people	on	the	flight	called	loved	ones	for	prayer.	
(See article from AgapePress	below	for	details	of	the	intercessions	for	Flight	93.)	While	all	the	lives	
that were on the plane that day were lost, it could have been much more devastating if the plane 
had reached the hijackers’ destination of the State Capitol or the White House. The intercession of 
praying people, and God’s subsequent intervention affected the outcome of the intended attacks. 
Here is an account of a woman working as a Verizon supervisor who walked with one passenger, and 
was called into crisis intercession on that fateful morning:

  September 11, 2006 (AgapePress)—As	the	nation	remembers	and	reflects	on	the	five-year	
anniversary of the 9/11 terror attacks, one woman recalls how God prepared her for a pivotal role 
in the event. On that fateful morning, Lisa Jefferson was the Verizon supervisor on duty who spoke 
with	United	Airlines	Flight	93	passenger	Todd	Beamer	during	the	final	moments	of	that	flight.

  The Boeing 757-222 from which Beamer called that day was one of the four planes hijacked as 
part of the September 11, 2001 attacks—the only one of the four aircraft that failed to reach its 
intended	target.	Instead,	Flight	93	crashed	in	an	empty	field	near	Shanksville,	Pennsylvania,	about	
150	miles	from	Washington,	DC,	after	passengers	and	flight	crew	members	intervened	in	a	heroic,	
but ultimately fatal effort, to subdue the terrorists.

  It was just moments after Jefferson and her staff learned of the terrorist plot that she took the 
call from Beamer. “I told him, ‘My name is Mrs. Jefferson, and I understand your plane is being 
hijacked,’” the Verizon supervisor recalls. And for the next 15 minutes, she says she prayed with 
Beamer and listened as the tragedy in the air unfolded.

  “The plane took another dive,” Jefferson notes, “and you could hear the commotion in the 
background. I heard men crying and screaming, ‘Oh, my God. Jesus help us.’ The commotion is 
something I will never ever forget.” Then, she recounts, she heard Beamer and others discussing 
a plan to take back the plane from the terrorists.

  “The last thing I heard from him was, ‘Are you ready,’ the mobile company worker remembers. 
“He was speaking to someone else, and he said, ‘Okay.’ He said, ‘Let’s roll.’”

  Jefferson details that phone call, and how God has allowed her to use her recollections of the 
events of that day as a witnessing tool in a book titled Called	(Northfield	Publishers,	2006).	One	
of the messages of the book, she explains, is that believers must be available and prepared for 
the time when they may be called upon to live out their faith in some unexpected way.

	 	“God	has	an	assignment	for	you	that	only	you	can	fulfill,”	the	author	asserts.	“God	put	me	in	the	
role of being an ‘ear witness’ to the bravery of the men and women on Flight 93,” she says, “and 
the reason I wrote Called	is	because	I	believe	any	one	of	us	can	find	ourselves	in	a	similar	situation,	
where we may be called upon to do something extraordinary when we least expect it.”

  Days after the terror attacks, the woman who found herself on the receiving end of Beamer’s 
fateful 9/11 phone call was able to share crucial details of the hijacking with authorities, and to 
share	the	heroic	passenger’s	final	thoughts	with	his	wife.	However,	the	Verizon	worker	had	no	
way of knowing when she came to work that morning what a pivotal role she would be playing in 
the tragedy and drama of the day’s events.

SE
SS

IO
N

 5



PRAYER 201: INTERCESSION 39

	 	In	the	same	way,	Jefferson	points	out,	any	Christian	may	find	herself	or	himself	surprised	by	a	
special assignment from God. “But the question is, are we ready to respond to whatever it is that 
God has planned for us,” she says.

Christians In Crisis (CIC)—A ministry of Christians called together in a prayer advocacy ministry that 
prays	for	the	persecuted	church	worldwide,	and	the	people	who	persecute	them.	CIC	specifically	
focuses on things relating to the Islamic world. 

Chad Dedman (former young adults pastor of Vineyard Community Church of Laguna Nigel)—
One day Chad witnessed a car accident in front of him. He felt prompted that he needed to go pray 
for the people in the accident, so he got out of his car, went and prayed for the occupants in both 
cars until the paramedics and police arrived. One of the occupants was instantly healed of a severely 
dislocated shoulder, and the other driver prayed to receive Christ. When the police arrived, they 
wanted to know who he was. In the following two or three months, Chad was at the site of over 40 
more accidents with similar results.*

IV. Pitfalls
• Feeling guilty for not responding to opportunities

• Always looking for crises

• Not using wisdom or seeking the Lord before taking on an assignment

• Running from crisis to crisis and neglecting your own relationship with God

• Not knowing when your assignment or role in the crisis is done

• Carrying guilt when the desired results don’t seem to occur

• Accepting judgment from others who don’t understand 

• Personally taking on the burden

“Four things let us ever keep in mind: God hears prayer, God heeds  
prayer, God answers prayer and God delivers by prayer.” 

—E. M. Bounds

V. Personal Reflection
• Do crisis situations come to you?

• Do you thrive in times of crisis?

• Do you regularly get called to pray for people, situations or other crises? 

•	 Do	you	find	yourself	praying	for	crises	until	they	are	resolved	or	you	are	released?

VI. Prayer Clinic

*As shared publicly at Vineyard CCF Laguna Niguel, on many occasions. Recorded here as heard in 2006.

SESSIO
N

 5



40

WARFARE INTERCESSION

For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal  
but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds.

II Corinthians 10:4

I. Definition of Warfare Intercession

Warfare intercessors are those who have been called to declare and establish God’s authority, rule 
and truth over an area, especially wherever Satan has a stronghold on people, problems and places. 
They are the military-might soldiers of prayer intercession. They are used to discern the evil spirits 
that reign over people, churches, cities and regions. Some warfare intercessors have an anointing for 
establishing God’s authority, preventing the enemy from taking both spiritual and physical ground. 

Therefore,	warfare	intercessors	are	those	who	fight	to	re-establish	God’s	authority	in	places	where	
people have lost their freedom to choose dependence upon Him.

This charge I commit to you, son Timothy, according to the prophecies previously  
made concerning you, that by them you may wage the good warfare. 

I Timothy 1:18

II. Types of Warfare Intercession
•	 Deliverance	intercessors	(personal	deliverance	session)

• Regional or territorial intercessors

• Research intercessors who collect vital facts about strongholds and principalities over an area

•	 Reconciliation	and	identificational	repentance	intercessors

• Home-based warfare intercessors

No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs  
of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.

II Timothy 2:4

III. Examples

Nehemiah—In Nehemiah 4:9 “Nevertheless we made our prayer to our God, and because of them 
we set a watch against them day and night.” Our enemies learned that we knew all about their plan 
and that God had frustrated it. And we went back to the wall and went to work. From then on, half of 
my young men worked while the other half stood guard with lances, shields, bows, and mail armor. 
Military officers served as backup for everyone in Judah who was at work rebuilding the wall. The 
common laborers held a tool in one hand and a spear in the other. Each of the builders had a sword 
strapped to his side as he worked. I kept the trumpeter at my side to sound the alert. Nehemiah 
4:17 (Message	Version)

Jehoshaphat—When Jehoshaphat learned his enemies were pursuing him for war, he bowed to the 
Lord in prayer and submission. (II Chronicles 20:12)
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Jesus—In the garden of Gethsemane. (Matthew 26:36-46)

Bound4Life—Those who are praying for the end of abortion.

“A Silent Siege is just this—we build up a wall and 
stand in the gap on behalf of our nation (Ezekiel 

22:30). It is an incredible strategy given to us  
in a dream from the Lord. The media has taken  

hold of this image and spread it everywhere.  
It has become a phenomenon that catches the  
eyes and hearts of the world. When we make  

a stand outside of a courthouse or an abortion  
clinic, our stand is for life, justice and mercy.”

—Bound4Life

IV. Pitfalls
•	 Not	dealing	with	personal	issues	of	sin,	conflict,	or	unforgiveness	before	entering	into	battle

• Neglecting intimacy with the Lord, because you are always battling

• Not having a covering or not submitting to authorities over you

• Rushing to battle without a battle plan

• Not waiting on the Lord’s timing

• Allowing the enemy to distract you from the battle

• Going from one battle to the next without resting and refueling

• Not understanding different types of warfare strategies

• Being naïve or failing to prepare for backlash, or retaliation attacks from the enemy

• Not staying grounded in the Word, maintaining spiritual disciplines, and intimacy with God

Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 
Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the 

wiles of the devil. For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of 

this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to 

withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, 
having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness, and having shod your feet with the preparation of the 

gospel of peace; above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. And take the helmet 

of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; praying 
always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this 

end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints. 
Ephesians 6:10-18
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V. Personal Reflection
• Are you a warfare intercessor?

• Does it bother you when you see injustices?

• Do you wrestle in prayer for others’ freedom?

•  Do you like to do research or spiritual mapping to identify roots or governing powers and 
principalities?

•	 Do	you	find	it	easy	to	identify	the	battle	when	you	pray?

•  Is it hard for you to sit still when praying? Do you like to rock, pace, stomp, swing or do some 
other motion when praying?

Read through Page 165 in Text.

VI. Prayer Clinic
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SESSION 6: WORSHIP & GOVERNMENTAL 
INTERCESSION

“The Holy Spirit is orchestrating a global prayer strategy in these days that  
will far eclipse any other prayer movement in Church history. Jesus is not  
coming back to a prayerless Church, but rather to one enjoying mature  

Bridal partnership with Him in intercession for the great harvest.”
—Mike Bickle

WORSHIP INTERCESSION

I. Definition of Worship Intercession 
Worship intercessors are attuned to the music and prayers/intercessions of heaven. When they are 
flowing	in	their	giftedness	they	hear	the	choruses,	melodies	and	rhythms	in	the	throne	room	on	
behalf of God’s people. Whether using musical instruments, their voices, clapping their hands, 
dancing, motions or vibrations set to rhythms, their aim is to intercede for others.

Worship intercession is often used for birthing breakthroughs or for celebrating them after obtaining 
their release. Worship intercessors use non-conventional weapons (music, rhythms, beats, praise, 
dance,	etc.)	mixed	with	faith	and	prayers	to	bring	breakthrough	to	even	the	enemies’	encampments.	
The worship becomes the catapult of our prayers breaking through even the greatest walls of the 
enemy’s resistance.  Worship intercession can also revive and infuse life to even the most dead, dry 
and	painful	places,	when	it	is	mixed	with	sacrifice,	sanctification	and	surrender.	

It is possible to worship God without loving Him,  
but it is impossible to love God without worshiping Him.

II. Types of Worship Intercession
Some types of Worship Intercession are:

• Using worship music in the background while you pray

• Praying scriptural prayers to a musical backdrop

• Singing your prayer in a song / Singing the Scriptures

•	 Harp	and	Bowl	(mixing	prayers	and	spontaneous	songs)

• Dance, interpretive dance, clapping, etc.

There are two words in the Hebrew for intercession: “Paga” which means to encounter, entreat, make 
intercession. The other word is “Tephillah” (Strong’s 8605) from the root word, “Palal” (Strong’s 6419) 
which means to intercede and to sing your prayers and intercession in formal worship. Isaiah 56:7 
uses this word where it says: “My house will be called a house of prayer [“tephillah”] for all the 
peoples.” The verse is also quoted by Jesus when on several occasions he drove the money 
changers from the temple.
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This word suggests that believers today could sing intercession during public worship times, much 
like in the Tabernacle of David where the Word, worship, and intercession were combined, as they 
met 24 continuous hours per day for a number of years. Worship and Intercession are two of the most 
powerful weapons God has given to the church for combating the works of the devil.

Dance has also been a big part of worship and intercession. God has always promoted the use of 
visual aids. Many of the feasts that Israel celebrates have dance or other ways to reenact how God 
had delivered and helped them.

“When God’s people begin to praise and worship Him using 
the Biblical methods He gives, the Power of His presence 
comes among His people in an even greater measure.”

—Graham Truscott

III. Examples

Biblical Examples:

Moses—broke out in a songprayer after crossing the Red Sea (Exodus 15:1-20)

Hannah—prayer was sung (I Samuel 2:1-11)

David—worshiped using his harp, and the evil spirits that tormented Saul would depart  
(I Samuel 16:23)

Nehemiah & Ezra—called for repentance, praise and scripture reading during a seven day feast 
(Nehemiah 8)

Current Examples:

Churches—since	the	first	century	they	have	mixed	worship	and	prayers	as	part	of	their	services	 
and liturgy. 

International House of Prayer (IHOP)—has been combining worship and prayer continuously since 
1999—both night and day

University of the Nations (YWAM, Kona)—sends intercessors ahead to be forerunners in worship, 
declaring praises and praying in areas they are going to target for outreach.

David McDaniel—YWAM Missionary to Japan, has launched a school of worship in Japan, for the 
purpose of penetrating the Japanese culture using worship, praise, dance, and prayers.

IV. Pitfalls
• Fearing people’s reaction more than God’s call

• Comparing yourself to the others doing worship intercession

SESSIO
N

 6



46

• Trying to please everyone and keep them happy

• Allowing worship to become a sing-a-long instead of a cry for intercession

• Believing only those with good voices are effective

• Lacking discernment in timing

• Not allowing Holy Spirit to lead

• Getting stuck in the idea that this is the only way to pray

“A man’s spirit is the highest part of a man. That is the part of him which lasts when  
the physical part of him has vanished. That is the part of him that dreams the dreams  

and sees the visions. True and genuine worship is when man, through his spirit, attains  
to friendship and intimacy with God. True worship is when the immortal and invisible  

part of a man speaks to and meets with God, who is immortal and invisible.”
—William Barclay

V. Personal Reflection
• Do you often sing your prayers?

• Do you play a musical instrument or play worship music when you pray?

•	 Do	you	find	you	praise	God	during	most	of	your	intercession	time?

• Has God ever given you a song to sing over a person, situation, nation, or a people group?

• Do you ever wake up with a song or melody on your heart?

VI. Prayer Clinic

GOVERNMENTAL INTERCESSION

I. Definition of Governmental Intercession
Governmental intercessors are those who stand up as watchmen over governments, whether the 
governments are countries, states, cities, neighborhoods, homes, schools or churches on the earth.

“I still regard myself as an unbeliever, but what has become absolutely  
clear to me is that the accumulated wisdom of the church, the result of two  

millennia of social teaching, has far more to offer the young of this century than  
any secular philosophy. And if you doubt that, you need only to wander the  
nation’s city centers on a Saturday night, to witness what the abandonment  

of the idea of individual sin and individual responsibility has achieved— 
from the Lord’s Prayer to The Lord of the Flies in two generations.”

—Dominic Lawson, The Independent Newspaper
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Here are some quotes on the importance of governmental intercession:

•  “The state comes into existence that man may live. It continues that man may live well. But man 
can only live well when God is in control.” Aristotle

•  “But it is my constant anxiety and prayer that I and this nation should be on the Lord’s side.” 
Abraham Lincoln

•  “Power tends to corrupt and absolute power corrupts absolutely.” Lord Acton

•  “The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil is for good men to do nothing.”	Edmund	Burke

•  “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will 
heal their land.” God (2 Chronicles 7:14)

II. Types of Governmental Intercession
As	mentioned	in	the	introduction,	there	are	those	who	are	called	to	pray	for	specific	governmental	
structures. Some examples of these structures are:

• Countries

•	 Specific	world	leaders

• States and local governments

• Churches, denominations, Christian organizations

• Schools

• Neighborhoods

• Families

• Leaders in all the above

The Seven Spheres of Society
In 1975, Bill Bright, founder of Campus Crusade, and Loren Cunningham, founder of Youth with a 
Mission, had lunch together in Colorado. God simultaneously gave each of them a message to give 
to the other. That message was that if we are to impact any nation for Jesus Christ, then we would 
have to affect the seven spheres of society that are the pillars of any society. These seven pillars/
spheres are: 

1. Families

2. The church

3. Schools

4. Government and politics

5. The media

6. Arts, entertainment, and sports

7. Commerce, science, and technology

By the blessings of the upright the city is exalted.
Proverbs 11:11a
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III. Examples

Biblical Examples
Joseph—was	given	the	second	highest	place	in	government	to	preserve	both	Egypt	and	Israel.	
(Genesis 40-42)

Daniel—Daniel was taken as a captive, yet continued to pray three times a day. (Daniel 1-2)

Other Current Examples
James Dobson—Focus on the Family has been an advocate for families by lobbying the church to 
pray for families and the government that is making laws that greatly effect our families. 

Loren Cunningham—Founder of YWAM, has sent teams of young people into nations all over the 
world to pray for them to open to the Kingdom of God.

And seek the welfare of the city where I have sent you into exile, and  
pray to the Lord on its behalf; for in its welfare you will have welfare.

Jeremiah 29:7

IV. Pitfalls
• Being so concerned about the government that people become secondary

• Improper motivation, letting recognition be the motive

•	 Being	influenced	by	the	spirits	over	the	land

• Taking offense when others don’t agree with you

• Believing you are all alone

• Allowing disappointments to take hold in the form of a root of bitterness

• Gossiping and grumbling about the leaders we are supposed to be praying for

V. Personal Reflection
• Do politics get you excited?

• Do you have an interest in how the church is structured and run?

• Are you part of the leadership of a school, church, government or political party?

• Do you enjoy prayer walking churches, schools or governmental buildings?

• Do you protest legislation that negatively impacts people groups, families or other individuals?

• Do you track political, business, or other leaders’ actions?

• Are you a news-aholic? 

Read through Page 205 in Text.

VI. Prayer Clinic
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SESSION 7: PEOPLE GROUP, ISRAEL & 
PROPHETIC INTERCESSION

“God shapes the world by prayer. The more prayer there is in the world  
the better the world will be, the mightier the forces against evil…” 

—E.M. Bounds

PEOPLE GROUP & ISRAEL INTERCESSION

I. Definition of People Group Intercession 
People group intercessors are those intercessors who have an assignment to pray for any group based 
on their background, status, residence, occupation, health, knowledge, religion, race, nationality, and 
endless other characteristics that would distinguish them as a set or people group.

Sing to the LORD, all the earth; proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare  
his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. For great  

is the LORD and most worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. 
I Chronicles 16:23-25

II. Types of People Group Intercession
People group intercession can be for any people group, regardless of background, status, residence, 
occupation, health, knowledge, religion, race or nationality. 

Praying for people groups can take many different forms. It can range from regular consistent prayer 
for your home group or church, to actually going or doing something that can affect change.

John	Dawson,	in	his	book	“Healing	America’s	Wounds,”	speaks	about	targeting	specific	people	groups	
by	first	researching	historical	injustices	or	atrocities	committed	against	them,	followed	by	going	to	the	
people	group	and	doing	what	is	called	“Identification	Repentance.”	One	example	is	the	Sand	Creek	
Massacre that occurred in Colorado. As a result of a Methodist minister holding up a cold-blooded 
clenched	fist,	hundreds	of	First	Nations	people	were	slaughtered.	Recognizing	this	great	atrocity	and	
responding to a call from God, a group of intercessors humbled themselves, repented for the massacre, 
and	asked	forgiveness	before	tribal	chiefs	and	other	First	Nations	people.	As	a	result,	a	floodgate	 
of reconciliation has opened up and an outpouring of healing has occurred with the once maligned 
local tribes. 

Hear the prayer of Your servant, which I pray before You now, day and night, for  
the children of Israel Your servants, and confess the sins of the children of Israel,  

which we have sinned against You. Both my father’s house and I have sinned.
Nehemiah 1:6
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III. Examples
There are a number of people group intercessors in the Bible, beginning with Abraham’s intercession 
for Sodom and Gomorrah in Genesis 19.	Moses	was	an	intercessor	for	the	enslaved	Hebrews	in	Egypt	
for 40 years, and then became part of answered prayer in their deliverance to a land of their own. The 
Apostle Paul had a burning desire to see the Jews, his fellow countrymen, saved.

Historically, we have seen men and women the likes of Jean Steffenson, who was an intercessor for 
American Indians, James and Shirley Dobson who are intercessors for families, Charles Colson, who 
is an intercessor for prisoners in our prisons and jails, and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., who was an 
intercessor for African Americans’ equality. 

Prayer for Israel
There is one people group that stands out throughout history; the Jewish people. There is probably 
no other people group that has been more persecuted or scattered than the Jewish people. The 
entire world shares a common destiny with Israel and the Jewish people. It is through the Jewish 
people that we received our Bible, our prophetic calendar and our Savior Himself, who came to us 
as the Lamb of God through His Jewish lineage. 

Jesus said in John 4:22, “salvation is from the Jews,” and Jehovah said in Zechariah 2:8, “for he who 
touches you touches the apple of His eye.”

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you.  
Peace be within your walls, prosperity within your palaces.” For the  

sake of my brethren and companions, I will now say, “Peace be within  
you.” Because of the house of the LORD our God I will seek your good.

Psalms 122:6-9

The Jewish people have suffered incredible persecution, not just from the Arabs but from Christians as 
well. Down through history, the Crusades, the Spanish Inquisition, Charlemagne’s rule, the pogroms, 
ethnic cleansing, and the Nazi Holocaust. It continues today, with many Jews escaping the countries 
they live in and returning to Israel. This is something that was prophesied over 2000 years ago. 

We are called to pray for both Israel’s salvation and for their peace. There are more Jews coming to 
Christ	than	at	any	other	time	in	history,	since	the	birth	of	the	Church	in	the	first	century.	

IV. Pitfalls
•	 	Getting	weary,	by	directing	our	focus	to	the	people	group	rather	than	flowing	out	of	our	love	 

for God

•  Allowing people’s ingratitude to affect us

•  Allowing bitterness and hatred to fester in us against those who oppose our targeted people group

•	 	Not	seeing	that	God	can	work	even	through	persecution	to	benefit	His	purposes

•  Losing heart when we don’t see any change year after year

•  Praying in the wrong spirit; praying against those who oppose; or trying to manipulate, control 
or take action into our own hands instead of allowing God to do the work
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•  Not counting the cost and forgetting that it may bring warfare with it

•  Looking for human recognition, rather than being led by Jesus

•  Not knowing the difference between romanticism and an assignment from God

V. Personal Reflection
• Are you drawn to a particular people group?

•	 	Have	you	experienced	difficult	circumstances	in	your	life,	which	help	you	to	pray	more	effectively	
for a people group?

•  Have you been wounded by a particular people group? Does God want to use what the enemy 
meant as evil for something good?

• Do you have a deep, unexplainable love for a people group or for Israel?

• Have you been called to be a bridge between a people group and others?

VI. Prayer Clinic
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PROPHETIC INTERCESSION

I. Definition of Prophetic Intercession
Prophetic intercession is the ability to receive an immediate prayer request from God and be Holy Spirit 
led in praying through the request. Prophetic intercession is waiting before God in order to hear and 
receive His burdens, and then responding back to God and to people with the appropriate actions. 
Prophetic intercession is where the prophet and priest of the Old Testament unite. The priests pleaded 
the needs of the people to God, whereas, the prophet pleaded the interests of the Lord to the people. 
Prophetic intercession brings the two together.

Prophetic intercessors are those who pray the things on God’s heart; then under His direction, they 
report the words, thoughts, images, and actions He releases to them to share. 

“Prophetic Intercession is about the type of prayer that manifests the vision  
and reality of God in the earth’s realm, causing entire cities to be transformed,  

nations to be changed, cancers to subside and families to be made whole.”
—Chuck Pierce

II. Types of Prophetic Intercession
All prophetic intercession points to Jesus. As Holy Spirit leads our prophetic intercession, it is for 
protection,	purification	and	prospering	the	Body	of	Christ.	The	Apostle	Paul	said:	“prophecy	is	for	 
a sign, not to unbelievers, but to those who believe” (I Corinthians 14:22). Prophetic intercession 
releases faith into our circumstances and into those around us.

Surely the Sovereign Lord does nothing without revealing  
his plan to his servants the prophets.

Amos 3:7

The heart of the prophetic intercessor is to see the sights and hear the sounds of heaven, to open 
up access to see the unseen and hear the unheard things that have not yet entered people’s hearts, 
so they will know the great love God has for them. The prophetic intercessor needs to make sure his 
heart and hands are clean (Psalms 24 & Psalms 139).

There are a number of types of prophetic intercession: In Prayer 301 we will delve into each of them 
in more depth; for now, we will give just a few of the types and a brief description of each:

• Revelation and God’s Voice

• Dreams, Visions, and Interpretations

• Prophetic Prayers

• Prophetic Proclamations

• Prophetic Acts

• Prophetic Songs

• Prophetic Dancing, Shouting, and Clapping
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III. Examples
•  Moses is one of the best examples of a prophetic intercessor in the Bible. Scripture says that he 

spoke with the Lord face to face and interceded on behalf of the Israelites on many occasions 
(Numbers 21:8-9 & Exodus 12:22-23)

•	 	Ezekiel	did	a	number	of	prophetic	acts.	Examples:	with	a	brick	(Ezekiel 4:1-3), with two sticks 
(Ezekiel 37:16-22)

•  Ahijah took his new cloak and tore it into 12 pieces, representing the dividing of Israel into 12 tribes

•  When Agabus took Paul’s belt and bound Paul, his prophetic action spurned concern and 
prophetic intercession for Paul (Acts 21:10-11)

• Believer baptism and communion are both prophetic actions (Acts 2:38; I Corinthians 11:24-26) 

The main function of a prophetic intercessor is not to predict and speak nice words  
of personal prophecy over people and tell them what their life purpose is going to  
be and who they’re going to get married to, and whether they’re going to be rich… 
the work of the prophetic intercessor is to release the will of God here on the earth.

IV. Pitfalls
• Finding your identity in the prophetic rather than in God who gives it

• Adding to or subtracting some of the information God gave you because of the fear of man

•	 Using	flattery	to	please	people

• Not subjecting a prophetic word or act to the scrutiny of authority

• Trying to outdo the previous words, prayers and actions

• Sharing the secrets God hasn’t released you to share

• Not releasing a prophetic word, or action to God, for His timing

• Allowing pride to come in after success

• Depending on revelation and not maintaining intimacy with the Lord

• Allowing jealousy, hatred, or strife to prevent you from carrying out your prayer assignment

• Allowing intimidation, unbelief, or fear, an opportunity to take hold of you

V. Personal Reflection
• Do you ever sense God’s heart in a matter, and then a strategy to change it?

• Can you be trusted to keep secrets?

• Do others tell you that you prayed exactly what was on their hearts or minds?

• Does scripture come to mind when you are praying for someone?

• Have those in authority recognized you as a prophetic intercessor?

•  Does God speak to you regularly through dreams, visions, songs, proclamations, symbolism or 
prophetic actions?

Read through Page 271 in Text.

VI. Prayer Clinic
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APPENDIX A: BOOKS ON PRAYER

Intercessors: Discover Your Prayer Power  (ASSIGNED READING)  
by	Tommi	Femrite,	Elizabeth	Alves	&	Karen	Kaufman

Prayer Shield: How to Intercede for Pastors and Christian Leaders  
by Peter Wagner

The Power of Praying Together: Where Two or More Are Gathered…  
by Stormie Omartian with Jack Hayford

Intercessor  
by Rees Howells

Intercession: Thrilling and Fulfilling  
by Joy Dawson

The Happy Intercessor  
by Beni Johnson

Leading Intercessions: Creative Ideas for Public and Private Prayer  
by John Pritchard

The Beginner’s Guide to Intercession  
by Dutch Sheets

Prayer Partnerships: The Power of Agreement  
by Ruthanne Garlock & Quin Sherrer

Praying Prodigals Home  
by Quin Sherrer & Ruthanne Garlock

Prayer Portions  
by Sylvia Gunter

Unrelenting Prayer  
by Bob Sorge

The Power of Covenant Prayer  
by Francis Frangipane

Partners in Prayer  
by John Maxwell

The Lost Art of Intercession: Restoring the Power and Passion of the Watch of the Lord  
by James Goll

Watch of the Lord: The Secret Weapon of the Last-Day Church  
by Mahesh & Bonnie Chavda

The Eternal Glory of an Intercessor  
by Corey Russell
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APPENDIX B: WHAT IS INTERCESSION?

“An intercessor is an advocate, one who represents or pleads the cause of another…. An intercessor 
stands before God for a lost person or for an unholy situation to request God’s intervention and the 
working out of His will. Intercessors face the forces of darkness to enforce the victory of Calvary in 
what is called spiritual warfare. Intercession is listed in I Timothy 2:1-4 as one of several activities 
done on behalf of others, along with requests, prayers and thanksgiving. The activity of intercession 
will also incorporate these different types of prayer, as all kinds of prayer are at the disposal of an 
advocate as he pleads for another before the throne (see Ephesians 6:18).”

“There are three basic divisions of intercession: individual intercession, team intercession, and 
corporate	intercession.	Most	intercessors	operate	in	at	least	two	of	these	arenas;	many	find	themselves	
involved in all three…. The Bible gives us three pictures to help us better understand the task of an 
intercessor.	The	first	is	of	a	man	standing	in	the	gap	as	a	supplicant,	the	second	is	of	a	warrior,	and	
the third is the illustration of a watchman…. Individuals should transition easily among all three roles 
of an intercessor. Teams should feel comfortable pausing to discuss what they are seeing from their 
watchtowers or sensing for each phase of intercession. Corporate intercession also involves both 
these phases with intercessors combining their efforts as supplicants, warriors and watchmen.”

“Intercessors are a key factor in God’s plans for the future. They are the advance team of Christians 
who dare to enter enemy territory through prayer and lay claim to spiritual ground held captive by 
the adversary of mankind’s souls. Spiritual roadblocks that have hindered evangelism are being 
removed because of these dedicated people who take the job of prayer seriously. Their heart is for 
individuals and for nations. Through their intercession, the highways are cleared for the evangelists, 
missionaries and pastors who follow with the message of Jesus Christ. Like John the Baptist their 
heart’s cry is as…. A voice of one calling: ‘In the desert prepare the way for the Lord; make straight 
in	the	wilderness	a	highway	for	our	God.	Every	valley	shall	be	raised	up,	every	mountain	and	hill	
made low; the rough ground shall become level, the rugged places a plain. And the glory of the 
Lord will be revealed, and all mankind together will see it’ (Isaiah 40:3-5).” 

From Intercessors, God’s End-Time Vanguard
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