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SESSION 1: THE WIN AT WATER OF LIFE

A TRANSFORMED LIFE DEMONSTRATED BY PASSION FOR GOD 
AND COMPASSION FOR PEOPLE

Introduction: 
The Mission of God—The Living God Makes Himself Known
The mission of God is one of the great themes throughout the Scriptures. When we read the Bible, 
we see God reaching out to us. It is God who establishes a relationship with Adam. Even when the 
failure	and	sinful	decisions	made	by	the	first	man	and	woman,	God	continues	in	His	mission	by	working	
to reestablish His relationship with humanity.

I. The God of Mission

 •  In order to understand the Mission of God we have to distinguish between mission (singular) 
and missions (plural). 

	 •	 	The	first	refers	to	primarily	to	the	God’s	mission	(Latin	mission	Dei),	this	is,	God	revealing	
Himself as the One who loves the world, God’s involvement in and with the world, the nature 
and activity of God, which embraces both the church and the world, in which the church is 
privileged to participate. God loves all. 

 •  Missions (missionary activities of the Church), refers to particular activities related to 
participation in God’s mission (the mission Dei).1 

 •  God’s mission among us is to glorify Himself through the His people and restoring creation. 
He	makes	it	clear	in	Isaiah 42:8. Because He alone is God, glory belongs to Him alone. 

 •  In His mercy, God has chosen to reveal Himself to people in such a way that we can 
understand	Him,	not	only	understand	His	nature	but	also	know	Him	personally.	

II. The Old Testament and Mission

 • Genesis 12:1-3
   “The Lord said to Abram: Go out from your land, your relatives, and your father’s house to the 

land that I will show you. I will make you into a great nation, I will bless you, I will make your 
name great, and you will be a blessing. I will bless those who bless you, I will curse those who 
treat you with contempt, and all the peoples on earth will be blessed through you.”

 • Exodus 19:5-6
   “Now if you will listen to Me and carefully keep My covenant, you will be My own possession 

out of all the peoples, although all the earth is Mine, and you will be My kingdom of priests 
and My holy nation.”

 • I Chronicles 16:24 
  “Declare his glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples.”

 • Three Ways to Summarize the Old Testament

1David J. Bosch, Transforming Mission: Paradigm Shifts in Theology of Mission,	(Maryknoll,	NY:	Orbis	Books,	2017),	10.
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MISSION & CORE VALUES 7

	 	 1)	 	God	is	looking	to	build	a	people	for	Himself.	He	wants	to	fill	the	earth	with	them	and	He	
wants them to live under his blessing. 

  2) God wants people, but people don’t want God.

	 	 3)	 It	doesn’t	work.	But,	it	points	forward	to	something	that	will	work.

III.  The Mission of Jesus

The New Testament and Mission
 •  Moving into the New Testament, obviously the focus shifts immediately to Jesus the 

Messiah.	God	the	Son	personally	takes	on	human	flesh	and	arrives	here	on	a	mission.	He	
brings	with	Him	the	kingdom	of	God	and	inaugurates	His	reign	upon	the	earth,	declaring	in	
Mark 1:15, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe 
in the good news!” 

 •  The mission of God in the ministry of Jesus is the announcement of God’s rule and reign 
renewed among us. But the announcement is a precursor to Jesus’ death as an atonement 
for sin and His resurrection as victory over death. Through it, He defeats sin, death, and hell 
in the act of divine mercy that only God can accomplish. 

	 •	 By	God’s	mission	and	God’s	mission	alone	can	we	come	back	into	fellowship	with	Him.

The Mission of Jesus Christ According to Luke 4:18–19
 •  Mission begins in the heart of God. God sent his only beloved Son to this world. God and 

Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to this world.

 •  Jesus mission was a continuation of the Father’s mission to the world. Jesus’ mission was to 
save that which was lost. This salvation and good news was and is directed toward every area 
of need, poverty, and problem of humanity. 

	 •	 Jesus	was	able	to	fulfill	His	mission	because	God	had	anointed	him	with	the	Holy	Spirit.

	 •	 	One	passage	that	speaks	to	us	of	Jesus’	mission	is	found	in	Luke 4:18-19 (NIV). 
   “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 

poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the 
blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”

 • Luke 4:18a: “to proclaim good news to the poor”
  — There is much spiritual and moral poverty. Economic poverty is also a very real problem.
  — What did Jesus do for the poor?
  —  He had compassion on a poor widow and raised her only son from the dead, because 

this son was the source of support for the widow’s future.
	 	 —	 He	healed	the	lepers,	so	they	could	return	to	their	work.
	 	 —	 	Look	at	how	God	sees	the	poor.	“Listen, my dear brothers: Has not God chosen those 

who are poor in the eyes of the world to be rich in faith and to inherit,” (James 2:5).
 • Luke 4:18b: “He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners”
  —  In the Gospels, we do not read of Jesus freeing anyone from prison. (In Acts, we do read 

of some who were miraculously set free from jail.) He did not even give freedom to John the 
Baptist when he was in prison, although he certainly would have had the power to do so.

  — So, what prisoners did he free?
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  —  Prisoners of the devil—Jesus liberated many people who were possessed by demons. 
Even today there are many people who are prisoners of the devil and his demons.

  —  Prisoners of sin—“Jesus replied, “Very truly I tell you, everyone who sins is a slave to sin” 
(John 8:34).

  —  It wasn’t just the prostitutes, adulterers, and tax collectors who were sinners. The Jews 
thought they were free, but Jesus saw that they were totally enslaved to sin.

 • Luke 4:18c: “recovery of sight for the blind.”
  —  Jesus care for people’s physical suffering
	 	 —	 	The	first	Christian	church	cried	out	to	God	for	miracles	and	healing,	and	God	answered.	

How many of us cry out to God for healing?
  —  Sometimes He heals instantly, sometimes it is a process, sometimes he uses medicine, 

sometimes he only removes the pain; but we can cry out to him and trust in him. 

 • Luke 4:18d: “to set the oppressed free”
  —  Many are oppressed, distressed, weighed down, and grieving.
  —  Socially oppressed—Jesus had compassion on the outcasts (lepers, for example).
   º The prodigal son returned to his father’s warm, loving home. 
	 	 —	 	Oppressed	by	difficult	life	experiences—Many	live	oppressed	by	pain	and	hurts	of	the	

past:	childhood	abuse,	marital	infidelity,	and	financial	injury.

 • Luke 4:19—Good News: Now is the year of the Lord’s favor 
  —  Verse 19—Acceptable year of the Lord = Jubilee
  —  Leviticus 25—50th year settled all accounts. Debt free! Slaves were freed, families 

rejoined, property returned—debts canceled
  —  Insured peoples well-being in spite of themselves
	 	 —	 	We	believe	that	the	time	has	come	where	God	is	manifesting	his	favor.	Like	Jesus,	we	

need the anointing of the Holy Spirit

IV.  The Mission of the Church
The mission of the Church is a continuation of Christ’s earthly ministry (John 14:12). The apostle Paul 
grounded the mission of the Church in the continued ministry of the Jesus Christ (Ephesians 1:22-23). 
The Church exists with Christ as the head and as a dwelling place of God in the Spirit (Ephesians 2:22). 

 •  The Church in general refers to the Body of Christ. For the purpose of this study, “the Church” 
refers in general to the Church at large. 

 •  The term is, also, readily applied to local congregations of the Body of Christ. Therefore when 
it is capitalized, it refers to the Church at large; when it is not, it refers to a local congregation. 

 •  This ongoing ministry of Christ as the ministry of the Son to the Father will continue, said the 
apostle	Paul,	up	to	the	end	of	this	age,	when	He	will	deliver	the	kingdom	to	God	the	Father,	
after “destroying every rule and every authority and power,” (I Corinthians 15:24-25 RSV).

 •  The Church exists as sent ones—that is its nature. The mission of the Church is to continue 
the ministry of Jesus through the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. Jesus viewed redeeming 
men’s souls was His whole purpose for coming to the earth, “For the Son of Man has come to 
save that which is lost,” (Matthew 18:11).

2W. A. Elwell, & Comfort, P. W., Tyndale Bible dictionary, electronic version (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale House Publishers 2001), 
281.
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MISSION & CORE VALUES 9

 •  Before Jesus returned to heaven, He commissioned His disciples to go into the entire world 
and	make	disciples	of	all	nations	(Matthew 28:19-20a). Therefore, Jesus sent the Church 
on its mission to reach people in every place with Himself. 

Interrelated to the Mission of God
	 •	 	There	may	be	varying	opinions	about	the	multiple	tasks	and	functions	of	the	church,	but	the	

following represents what would be its four highest priorities:

 •  1) To proclaim the Gospel throughout the world and make disciples of all kinds of 
people. “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of 
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all things that I 
have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age,” (Matthew 
28:19-20). “And He said to them, Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every 
creature,” (Mark 16:15).

 •  2) To worship and fellowship in the context of a relational community—God originally 
made man for His own pleasure, to enjoy his fellowship and worship (Revelation 4:11, John 
4:23). Thus, a part of the Lord’s purpose of the church is to gather His people together and 
facilitate a corporate environment of worship, to express our love toward Him and one another. 

   Jesus described these as the two highest ideals of Christianity: Loving God and Loving People 
(Mark 12:30-31).

 •  3) To mature believers and prepare them to perform works of ministry. “And He Himself 
gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 
for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ...” 
(Ephesians 4:11-12).

 •  4) To represent the interests of the Kingdom of God in the world, and to influence our 
society with the ideals of the Lord. “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its 
flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled 
underfoot by men. You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be 
hidden,” (Matthew 5:13-14).

V. Water of Life Community Church Mission 
Each local Church has a distinctive mission:	It	is	to	fulfill	an	aspect	of	Jesus’	ministry	to	the	Father	on	
behalf of the world. One local church cannot do everything. Here is what we believe God has called 
and raised Water of Life Community Church for:

The Mission Statement:
 •  A mission statement is written declaration of a church’s core purpose and focus that normally 

remains unchanged over time. It is what the church actually does. 

 •  The mission statement of the church answers the question, “Why does the church exist?” It 
should be remembered. 

 •  Although mission statements are used in business settings, in the church the statement 
should	reflect	God’s	nature	and	purpose.	

 •  Properly crafted mission statements 1) serve to separate what is important from what is not, 
2) clearly state which ministry opportunities will be served and how, and 3) communicate a 
sense of intended directions to the entire church. 
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Water of Life’s Mission Statement: “A Transformed Life Demonstrated by Passion for God and 
Compassion for People”

1. Transformed Life
	 	Did	you	know	the	Bible	speaks	of	something	called	transformation?	It’s	found	in	these	two	

verses in the New Testament:

 •  II Corinthians 3:18: “But we all with unveiled face, beholding and reflecting like a mirror the 
glory of the Lord, are being transformed into the same image from glory to glory, even as 
from the Lord Spirit.”

 •  Romans 12:2: “And do not be fashioned according to this age, but be transformed by the 
renewing of the mind that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and well 
pleasing and perfect.”

 •  So what does it mean for us as believers to be transformed? And how can we experience 
transformation in our Christian life?

The definition of transformation:
 •  The word “transformation,” according to Merriam-Webster, means “a complete or major 

change	in	someone	or	something’s	appearance,	form,	etc.”	This	gives	us	a	basic	definition.

 •  But what does transformation mean for us as Christians? Does it mean we clean up our act, 
change	our	behavior	to	be	more	Christ-like,	or	live	by	a	new	set	of	rules	and	regulations?	

	 •	 	When	we	look	more	closely	at	the	verses	mentioned	above,	we	find	that	in	the	Bible,	
transformation actually means something different.

	 •	 	In	the	original	Greek	language	of	the	New	Testament,	the	word	used	for	transformation	is	
metamorphoo. The word refers to an inward change brought about completely apart from 
the power of the individual himself as in II Corinthians 11:13-15 and Roman 12:2.

 • It is “a profound change in form from one stage to the next in the life history of an organism.

	 •	 	A	caterpillar	changing	into	a	butterfly	is	an	excellent	picture	of	what	the	Bible	speaks	of	
concerning the transforming of the believers into the image of Christ.

	 •	 It	comes	through	the	work	of	the	Spirit;	The	Spirit	must	touch	you	for	you	to	impact	others.

2. Passion For God
	 •	 In	our	spiritual	journey,	passion	is	the	fuel	to	continue	all	the	way	in	our	walk	with	God.

 •  The Greatest commandment is to love God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength 
(Matthew 22:38). Your whole being! 

 •  Colossians 3:1-2: “Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not 
on earthly things.”

3. Compassion For People
 What does the Bible say about compassion?

	 •	 	Compassion	signifies	kindness	and	sympathy,	but	there	is	something	deeper,	something	
even more profoundly powerful, in its meaning.

	 •	 	The	origin	of	the	word	helps	us	grasp	the	true	breadth	and	significance	of	compassion.	In	
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MISSION & CORE VALUES 11

Latin, ‘compati’ means “suffer with.”	Compassion	means	someone	else’s	heartbreak	becomes	
your	heartbreak.	Another’s	suffering	becomes	your	suffering.	

   “We must learn to regard people less in the light of what they do or omit to do, and 
more in the light of what they suffer.”  
—Dietrich Bonhoeffer

 •  The Bible is saturated with compassion. It presents itself as a challenge to followers of Jesus. 
The	Bible	talks	of	a	God	who	has	compassion	for	Israel.	It	tells	of	a	Savior	who	suffers	for	the	
world,	and	it	asks	us	to	live	and	act	compassionately.

A Compassionate People
 •  Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion,	kindness,	humility,	gentleness	and	patience	(Colossians 3:12).
	 •	 Carry	each	other’s	burdens,	and	in	this	way	you	will	fulfill	the	law	of	Christ	(Galatians 6:2).
 •  “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the 

God of all comfort, who comforts us all in our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any 
trouble with the comfort we ourselves receive from God,” (II Corinthians 1:3-4).

 •  Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards 
of God’s grace in its various forms (I Peter 4:10).

 •  This is what the Lord Almighty said: “Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to 
one another. Do not oppress the widow or the fatherless, the foreigner or the poor. Do not 
plot evil against each other,” (Zechariah 7:9-10).

Discussion Questions
A “WIN” at Water of Life is A transformed life demonstrated by passion for God and 
compassion for people.
1.  Share with your group what you need to do to develop a greater passion for God or compassion 

for people?

2. When everyone has shared, pray for each other regarding these desires.
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• Introduction: Core Values
• Biblical Foundation for Healing
• The Loss of Innocence
•  The Blood of the Lamb Is Greater that the Sin  

of Man
• The Deep Wounds of Shame
• What Should We Do?
• Healing at Water of Life
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SESSION 2: CORE VALUES & HEALING

Introduction: Core Values
Values are enduring, passionate, and distinctive core beliefs. They are guiding underlying assumptions 
that	influence	attitudes	and	behaviors.	

	 •	 	Core	values	are	what	support	the	mission,	shape	the	culture,	and	reflect	what	the	church	
values. They are the church’s principles, beliefs, or philosophy of values. 

	 •	 	God	has	not	cut	all	churches	from	same	piece	of	fabric.	This	is	good	because	it	takes	all	kinds	
of	churches	to	reach	all	kinds	of	people.	

 •  The core values and mission statement are part of a strategic foundation—the beliefs and 
purpose	that	the	church	is	truly	committed	to.	They	are	the	foundation	for	decision	making	 
in the church. 

 •  The church leadership and God’s people must operate from the same frame of reference  
so that decisions of one will align with the decisions of others. Values are critically important 
because those who have the same value systems, or core values, tend to succeed, while those 
who do not share that set of values generally do not succeed.1

	 •	 	Our	journey	here	at	WOL	started	with	a	group	of	people	who	were	very	broken.	We	realized	
early that our evangelical biblical instruction did not prepare us for how to minister to the 
brokenness	that	people	were	walking	through.	

	 •	 	When	we	began	to	look	at	the	Scriptures,	we	discovered	that	Jesus	spent	much	of	His	time	
ministering to the deepest needs of humans: which consisted to the physical, emotional, and 
spiritual aspects of life. 

 •  God began to show us that the Bible presents humans as one whole being: an integration  
of body, soul and spirit (I Thessalonians 5:23).

 •  Therefore, healing needed to be viewed in a holistic way. As a result, when we minister,  
the total person is always involved in all that he/she does, or in all that happens to them  
(e.g.	the	worship	of	God,	interpersonal	exchanges,	sin,	sickness,	and	tragedies,	etc.)	

 •  In addition, interpersonal relationships form an integral part of the person and his/her  
make-up.	So	a	person	must	always	be	seen	in	a	social	context,	having	relationship	in	a	family	
or group. For this reason we will focus on healing in three areas: physical healing, inner 
healing and deliverance.

I. Biblical Foundation for Healing

 A. Old Testament Healing Scriptures
  •  “He said, ‘If you will diligently listen to the voice of the Lord your God, and do that which 

is right in his eyes, and give ear to his commandments and keep all his statutes, I will put 
none of the diseases on you that I put on the Egyptians, for I am the Lord, your healer,’” 
(Exodus 15:26).

  •  “Worship the LORD your God, and His blessing will be on your food and water. I will 
take away sickness from among you,” (Exodus 23:25).

1Glen Smith, “7 Reasons Why Core Values Are Important,” 2016.  
https://www.glennsmithcoaching.com/7-reasons-core-values-important/
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MISSION & CORE VALUES 15

  •  “The Lord will keep you free from every disease. He will not inflict on you the horrible 
diseases you knew in Egypt,” (Deuteronomy 7:15).

  •  “If my people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my face 
and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and 
heal their land,” (II Chronicles 7:14).

 B. New Testament Healing Scriptures
  •  ”And He [Jesus] went throughout all Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 

proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction 
among the people,” (Matthew 4:23).

  •  “And He called to Him His twelve disciples and gave them authority over unclean spirits, 
to cast them out, and to heal every disease and every affliction,” (Matthew 10:1).

  •  “Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. 
Freely you have received; freely give,” (Matthew 10:8).

  •  “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners,” (Mark 2:17).

  •  “Heal the sick in it and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you,”  
(Luke 10:9).

  •  As we share our thoughts on a healing as a core value of Water of Life Church, allow me to 
set parameters for our discussion. I will not be dealing with any of the apologetic issues 
surrounding healing in this class. For example: “Does God heal today?”; “What if some 
persons do not get healed?”; or “Why does a good God allow bad things to happen to 
good people?”; etc. We do not have enough time for those discussions in this setting. 

  • These are addressed in other classes on the ministry of healing. 

  •  Much of what will be shared in this class comes from very basic study of healing that can 
briefly	be	identified	in	a	few	statements.	Simply,	God	is	a	healing	God	(Adonai Rapheka— 
“The Lord that heals you”). God is a healer.

  •  In Matthew 8:17, “This was to fulfill what was spoken through Isaiah the prophet: “He 
Himself took our infirmities and carried away our diseases.”

	 	 •	 	Christ	came	to	bear	our	infirmities	and	carry	our	sickness,	and	by	his	stripes	we	are	
healed. Healing is comprehensive and can be understood in somewhat of a holistic light 
that	reflects	an	understanding	of	salvation	restoring	wholeness	of	the	person.	

  •  Since the source, authority, power and goal of our salvation is the resurrection, salvation 
needs to be understood as all-encompassing. It is the salvation of the whole of our 
humanity, including spirit, soul, and body. 

  •  Salvation as full restoration includes healing the disorder that prevents God’s creative 
purposes from being accomplished. 

	 	 •	 	Christ	came	to	heal	the	brokenhearted	(Luke 4:18) and heal all who are oppressed of the 
devil (Acts 10:38). Christ also came as the Resurrection and the Life to raise us from the 
dead	and	transfigure	our	mortal	bodies	(John 11 and Romans 8). In fact, the resurrection 
of	Christ,	that	is	the	culmination	of	the	end	times	breaking	through	of	the	kingdom,	is	the	
material grounds for all divine healing, and all divine healing is a foreshadowing and 
testimony of the resurrection.
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 C. Examining Ephesians 4:11-13
  •  “And He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, and 

some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of service, to 
the building up of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of the stature which 
belongs to the fullness of Christ.”

  • Equipping in the New Testament—katartizmos: to mend, restore

  • Equipping and healing go hand and hand

  • It is almost impossible to equip and build a disciple out someone who needs healing.

  • Sin has perpetrated deep wounding on all humanity

  • God has sent His Son and His Spirit to heal us

II. The Loss of Innocence

 A. Genesis 3: 1-7a—story of the fall
	 	 They	knew	what	their	loss	was:

  • Loss of intimacy of God

  • Experienced Loss, insecurity, inferiority

  • And overarching shame

 B. Verse 8—they hid because of shame

 C. Shame enter our lives in two ways: 1) when we sin or 2) when others inflict wounds on us
  •  Psalm 23:6, “surely goodness and loving kindness will follow me all the days of my life” = 

follow—radaph—means to pursue, chase

III. The Blood of the Lamb Is Greater than the Sin of Man

 • Our Job as healers is to step in the gap

 • Offer His healing, not our opinions

 • His healing is wrapped in repentance

	 •	 Don’t	offer	what	God	doesn’t—unsanctified	mercy

 • Offer his hope and healing

IV. The Deep Wounds of Shame

 • Two trees in the garden:
  — Tree of life
	 	 —	 Tree	of	the	knowledge	of	good	and	evil

 • Genesis 3:22-24
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MISSION & CORE VALUES 17

 • Violation of another II Samuel 13:1-7
 • How does shame grow? Verse 20—“please keep silent”

 • When we hide it, we always die at some point

V. What Should We Do?

 •  II Corinthians 1:3, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
mercies and God of all comfort.”

 • We were created to be instruments/ tools of healing, saving, rebuilding lives.

VI. Healing at Water of Life 
Restoring	people	physically,	emotionally	and	spiritually	to	fulfill	their	destiny	in	Christ.

 • For more information on Healing support groups, classes or prayer: 909.463.0103 x4127

Support Groups
 • Armor of God Ministry—Military veterans & their families

 • Celebrate Recovery—Healing from life’s hurts and issues 
  — The Landing: Safe healing place for teenagers

 • Women and their Anger

 • Men and their Anger

 • Clean Waters—Supports men through accountability and sexual purity

 • Grieving Moms—Encouragement from a loss of a child

 • Growing Hope—Women struggling with hopelessness

 • Healing the Hurt—Women healing from abuse

 • New Hope—Support for those impacted by homosexuality

	 •	 Restored	Life—Women	with	spouses	battling	infidelity	or	sexual	addiction	

 • DivorceCare—Healing and hope for the separated or divorced

 • DC4K—DivorceCare for Kids

 • Grief Share—Support after a death of a loved one

Classes
 • Freedom Road—Help for those dealing with anxiety

 • Living Waters and Retreat—learn to experience God’s love and healing

 • PTSD—Intervention for victims suffering from trauma

Healing for Marriages
 • Marriage by Design—Healing for marriages: marriagebydesign2@gmail.com 

 • Marriage Mentoring—Partnering with another seasoned couple

	 •	 Marriage	on	the	Mend—Nine	week	class	for	couples	struggling	in	their	marriage
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Healing through Prayer
 • Caring Hearts—Hospital visitation ministry 

 • Healing Rooms—Prayer clinics

 • SOZO Ministry—Prayer for deep healing and deliverance

	 •	 Saturate—Those	seeking	wisdom	and	encouragement

Healing One-on-One
 • Pastoral Care 

 • Shepherd’s Staff

 • Minister of the Day/Benevolence

Closing

	 •	 Speak	it	out—James 5:16
 • Bring it to the light—Ephesians 5:11
 • God is not ashamed of you

 • Don’t let people rob you of possibility

 • No matter what you’ve done or what’s done to you

ACTION POINTS

 •  God doesn’t want us to live in shame any more. There is nothing we have done that God 
can’t heal and transform if we bring it into the light. God wants to heal us so we can become 
a healer of others.

 •  In your groups, divide up men with men, women with women. One-on-one, share where you 
need healing and pray for each other. 
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SESSION 3: SENDING

Introduction: A Sending Church

 • Nothing Moves without Being Sent
	 •	 	What	makes	you	go?	Your	brain	sends	signals	to	your	body	and	it	stands.	Pretty	simple,	you	

know,	except	for	the	dozens	of	muscles	and	bones	it	takes	working	perfectly	together,	not	to	
mention	60,000	miles	or	96,560	kilometers	of	blood	vessels	escorting	millions	of	cells	to	the	
right places just so you can be on your feet.

	 •	 If	that’s	not	mind-blowing	enough…what	moves	the	brain	in	the	first	place?

 •  Basically nothing moves without first being caused to go. If we traced every movement  
in	the	history	of	the	world	back,	there	would	have	to	be	something	that	began	the	action,	 
a	“prime	mover.”	From	its	first	words	the	Bible	points	out	that	this prime mover is God.

 •  In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth was without form and 
void,	and	darkness	was	over	the	face	of	the	deep.	And	the	Spirit	of	God	was	hovering	over	
the face of the waters. And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light (Genesis 
1:1-3, ESV).

I. God Is a Sender

 •  In the beginning, there was God. No heavens nor earth. No people. Only the Triune God 
being	God	for	eternity	past.	No	one	knows	much	about	what	that	looked	like,	but	Jesus	
gives us a hint in His prayer to the Father from the Gospel of John,

 •  “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the 
glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world,” (John 17:24).

 •  The Father, Son, and Spirit expressed glory and love in perfect union. It was an exchange 
that came straight from the heart of who He is. This is crucial to understanding God not as 
One who needed to create something, but as One who had it all within Himself.1

	 •	 	From	that	setting	He	makes	the	story	as	we	know	it.	How	does	he	do	it?	The	same	old	
expression, this time extended outside Himself. He initiates. In a sense, He sends.

 •  He sends His Spirit to hover over the waters, ready for a word to bring it all to life through 
the	Son.	Like	so	many	things	in	Genesis 1-2,	this	sets	a	pattern	for	how	God	will	keep	his	
story rolling. 

 •  As a poetic commentary celebrating God’s rule over creation, Psalm 104:29-30 describes 
the way that everything waits on Him to move:

	 •	 	“When	you	hide	your	face,	they	are	dismayed;	when	you	take	away	their	breath,	they	die	and	
return to their dust. When you send forth your Spirit, they are created, and you renew the 
face of the earth.”

1Michael Reeves, Delighting in the Trinity: An Introduction to Christian Faith (Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2012), 19-20.
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II. God Sends Us

 •  Not simply creating a man and woman, God commissions, or sends, Adam and Eve into the 
Garden of Eden to “fill the earth and subdue it and have dominion over [it],” (Genesis 1:28). 
They are to be His viceroys (governor who represents a sovereign in a colony) who govern 
the earth on His behalf. 

	 •	 	So	it	makes	sense	that	the	being	created	in	the	image	of	God,	the	basic	way	that	people	
mirror	God,	makes	for	little	sent	ones.

 •  And this is not just God’s ideal; even after sin corrupts the world He continues to send his 
Spirit,	word,	angels,	law,	messengers,	judges,	priests,	kings,	and	prophets,	Israel—not	to	
mention his own Son. 

 •  Paul writes, “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might 
receive adoption as sons,” (Galatians 4:5).

	 •	 	So	it	should	be	no	surprise	when	the	Son	looks	to	His	own	and	says,	“As the Father has sent 
me, even so I am sending you,” (John 20:21).

 •  The Sender (God the Father) sends the Sent One (God the Son) who sends God the 
Spirit (Acts 13:4) who sends the apostles	(note	the	Greek,	apostolos, meaning “sent one”) 
who start a chain reaction of sent-ones. 

	 •	 	The	sending	only	returns	to	its	original	form	when	you	track	to	the	end	of	the	story,	where	
you	will	find	not a garden of two, but a city of countless.

 •  There the eternal glory and love of the Triune God will no longer be extended outside 
Himself because the people of God will be hidden in Christ as “his body, the fullness of him 
who fills all in all,” (Ephesians 1:23).

 •  The mission will be complete. New Testament scholar Andreas J. Kostenberger sums it up 
better than I could:

   “We have understood the notion of ‘mission’ as intimately bound up with God’s saving plan 
that moves from creation to new creation, and as framing the entire story of Scripture. It has 
to do with God’s salvation reaching to the ends of the earth: that is, his gracious movement 
in his Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, to rescue a desperately needy world that is in rebellion 
against him and stands under his righteous judgment. 

   Clearly the notion of ‘sending’ is central to any treatment of mission. The Lord of the 
Scriptures is a missionary God who reaches out to the lost, and sends his servants, and 
particularly his beloved Son, to achieve his gracious purposes of salvation.2

	 •	 	God,	out	of	the	overflow	of	his	character,	is	a	Sender.	We	then,	by	nature,	are	sent.	The	
imago	Dei	(image	of	God)	makes	it	pulse	in	our	veins.	The	missio	Dei	(the	mission	of	God)	
moves us to get on our feet and go. So that’s why we go. We are sent.

 •  In what ways do you see the church of Jesus Christ living out their sending identity? What are 
some ways that you could partner with your church in living a sent life? 
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III. Going with Purpose

	 •	 	Disciples	who	are	“making	disciples”	are	matured	in	the	process;	mature	disciples	are	people	
who are permeated by the incarnational ministry of the Word and the Spirit. 

 • The claim of Jesus on those who were called His disciples was absolute. 

 •  “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me; and he who loves son or 
daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me,” (Matthew 10:37).

 •  “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children 
and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. Whoever does 
not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple,” (Luke 14:26, 27).

 •  They were called and taught to surrender all for Him, even if it cost them their lives. This type 
of commitment is what discipleship is to be about, a willingness to go in spite of conditions 
and circumstances, not because of them (Luke 14:27).

 •  Jesus seems to have intentionally woven going out into ministry and spiritual maturity together.

 •  To “go” contains more than the possibility of those who are reached becoming disciples. It 
also	holds	the	key	to	maturity	and	growth	for	those	responding	as	disciples.	

 •  The truth is that unless members of the body “go,” neither they nor the church will grow. So 
here lies a double-edged sword. 

	 •	 	When	church	members	go	they	reach	others	and	make	disciples,	while	at	the	same	time	those	
who are going are actually allowing the Word to deepen and penetrate into their own person 
and personality at levels that are impossible for those who never actively engage in mission.

IV.  Getting Out of Your Comfort Zone

	 •	 	Everything	about	all	of	us	likes	to	be	comfortable	but	Jesus	said	the	way	to	grow	is	to	get	
stretched	out—ekteno	=	fervent,	passionate	caring	is	stretching

 •  Matthew 8:3, “and a leper came to Him and bowed down before Him, and said, ‘Lord, if you 
are willing, you can make me clean.’ Jesus stretched out His hand and touched Him, saying,  
‘I am willing; be cleansed.’ And immediately His leprosy was cleansed.”

 •  I Peter 4:8,	same	word	used	above	all,	keep	fervent	in	your	love	for	one	another,	because	
love covers a multitude of sins. 

 • I Peter 1:22, “…fervently love one another from the heart…”

 •  Ekteno = to stretch out…as in fervent love has to get out of its comfort zone…and it will 
stretch you as a person…and stretching is painful at times.

2Andreas J. Kostenberger, Salvation to the Ends of the Earth: A Biblical Theology of Mission (Downers Grove, IL: IVP 
Academic, 2001), 268-269.
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V.  Sending at Water of Life
Establishing long-term relationships throughout the world in order to transform lives. 

Water	of	Life	sends	multiple	teams	throughout	the	world.	To	join	an	outreach	team,	check	our	
website	for	current	teams	forming.	Each	team	meets	weekly	3-4	months	prior	to	trip	departure	to	
prepare, plan fundraising, and team bonding.   

	 •	 For	more	information:	GlobalOutreach@wateroflifecc.org	or	909.463.0103	x4182

Global and Islamic Outreaches
 • Cambodia, Haiti, Kenya, Mexico, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Papua New Guinea, Thailand

Discussion Questions

 •  Jesus seems to have intentionally woven going out into ministry and spiritual maturity 
together. “If you do not go, you will not grow.”

 •  In your groups share: Where do you need to go? How will it help you grow? Then pray for 
each other. SESSIO

N
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SESSION 4: CARING
Introduction: Caring for the Poor and Marginalized
In	the	church	today,	it	seems	that	God’s	concern	for	the	poor	and	marginalized	is	often	overlooked.	
We give necessary attention to spiritual matters, but often completely neglect the physical. 

A reading of the Law, Proverbs, Prophets and New Testament will clearly show that God exhorts His 
people to actively care for the poor while admonishing any mistreatment of—or indifference 
toward—the needy.

What does the Bible have to say about helping needy people — the poor, the homeless, the 
orphans, and the widows? What biblical foundations are there for service to others?

How do we care for the poor? How are we to provide for the hungry? 
Sometimes	people	ask,	“What is the relationship between social action and evangelism?” 

Proverbs 31:8-9 
“Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. Speak 
up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy.”

Social Concern in the Law 
Throughout God’s law – which are his nature-revealing instructions for holy living – we see the care, 
provision and redemption of the poor and marginalized highlighted. 

	Perhaps	these	Bible	passages	will	help	us	think	through	and	answer	to	that	question.	

I. Old Testament Scripture

 • “Do not take advantage of a widow or an orphan,” (Exodus 22:22).
 •  “When you reap the harvest of your land, do not reap to the very edges of your field or 

gather the gleanings of your harvest. Leave them for the poor and the alien. I am the LORD 
your God,” (Leviticus 23:22). 

 •  “If there is a poor man among your brothers in any of the towns of the land that the LORD 
your	God	is	giving	you,	do	not	be	hardhearted	or	tightfisted	toward	your	poor	brother,”	
(Deuteronomy 15:7).

 •  “There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be openhanded 
toward your brothers and toward the poor and needy in your land,” (Deuteronomy 15:11).

 •  “‘Cursed is the man who withholds justice from the alien, the fatherless or the widow.’ Then 
all the people shall say, Amen!” (Deuteronomy 27:19).

 •  “Because of the oppression of the weak and the groaning of the needy, I will now arise, says 
the LORD, I will protect them from those who malign them,” (Psalm 12:5).

 •  “He upholds the cause of the oppressed and gives food to the hungry. The LORD sets 
prisoners free,” (Psalm 146:7)

 •  ”He who oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker, but whoever is kind to the needy 
honors God,” (Proverbs 14:31)
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 •  “He who is kind to the poor lends to the LORD, and he will reward him for what he has done,” 
(Proverbs 19:17).

 •  “If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out and not be answered,” 
(Proverbs 21:13).

 •  “A generous man will himself be blessed, for he shares his food with the poor,” (Proverbs 22:9).

II. New Testament Scriptures

 •  “Jesus answered, If you want to be perfect, go, sell your possessions and give to the poor, 
and you will have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me,” (Matthew 19:21).

 •  “For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in,” (Matthew 25:35).

 •  “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because He has anointed me to preach good news to the 
poor,” (Luke 4:18).

 •  “But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind,” (Luke 14:13).
 •  “Beware of the teachers of the law...They devour your widows’ houses...Such men will be 

punished severely,” (Luke 20:46-47).
 •  “In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (which, when translated, is Dorcas), who was 

always doing good and helping the poor,” (Acts 9:36).
 •  “Cornelius stared at him in fear. ‘What is it, Lord?’ he asked. The angel answered, ‘Your 

prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering before God,’” (Acts 10:4).
 •  “After an absence of several years, I came to Jerusalem to bring my people gifts for the poor 

and to present offerings,” (Acts 24:17).
 •  “All they asked was that we should continue to remember the poor, the very thing I was 

eager to do,” (Galatians 2:10).
 •  “Give proper recognition to those widows who are really in need,” (I Timothy 5:3).
 •  “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and 

widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world,” (James 1:27).

III. Caring for the Poor
In both the Old and New Testaments, we see God’s desire for His children to show compassion to 
the poor and needy. Jesus said that the poor would always be with us (Matthew 26:11; Mark 14:7). 
He	also	said	that	those	who	show	mercy	to	the	poor,	the	sick,	and	the	needy	are	in	effect	ministering	
to Him personally (Matthew 25:35–40) and will be rewarded accordingly.

 A. There is no doubt that poverty’s reach is both widespread and devastating today.

  •  God’s people cannot be indifferent toward those in need, because His expectations for 
us	in	regard	to	taking	care	of	His	poor	are	woven	throughout	the	entirety	of	Scripture.	

	 	 •	 	For	example,	look	at	the	Lord’s	words	about	the	goodness	of	King	Josiah	in	Jeremiah 
22:16: “He defended the cause of the poor and needy, and so all went well. Is that not 
what it means to know me, declares the LORD?” 
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  •  And Moses instructed his people how to treat the poor and needy: “Give generously to 
[them] and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the LORD your God will 
bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to,” (Deuteronomy 15:10).

   —  This sentiment is perfectly captured in Proverbs 14:31: “Whoever is kind to the 
needy honors God.” Conversely, there is another part to this verse: “He who 
oppresses the poor shows contempt for their Maker.”	Proverbs	is,	in	fact,	filled	with	
Scripture clearly showing that God loves the poor and is offended when His children 
neglect them (Proverbs 11:4; 17:5; 19:17; 22:2, 9, 16, 22–23; 28:8; 29:7; 31:8–9). 

   —  The consequences for ignoring the plight of the poor are also made clear in Proverbs: 
“If a man shuts his ears to the cry of the poor, he too will cry out and not be 
answered,” (Proverbs 21:13). And note the strong language in Proverbs 28:27: “He 
who closes his eyes to [the poor] receives many curses.” Among the many sins of 
Sodom described in Genesis 19, her people were “arrogant, overfed and 
unconcerned; they did not help the poor and needy,” (Ezekiel 16:49).

 B. The New Testament is equally clear as to how we are to take care of the poor. 

	 	 •	 	One	verse	that	nicely	summarizes	our	expected	support	is	found	in	the	first	Epistle	of	
John: “If anyone has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no pity on 
him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children, let us not love with words or 
tongue but with action and in truth,” (I John 3:17–18). 

  •  Equally important is Matthew 25:31–46. Now, this judgment precedes Christ’s millennial 
reign and is often referred to as the “judgment of nations,” in which those assembled 
before Christ will be divided into two groups—the sheep on His right side and the goats 
on His left. Those on the left will be sent to the “eternal fire prepared for the devil and his 
angels,” (v. 41), whereas those on the right will receive their eternal inheritance (v.34). 

   —  Noteworthy, however, is the language Christ uses in addressing these separated 
groups.	The	sheep	are	basically	commended	for	taking	care	of	the	poor,	the	sick,	the	
imprisoned, and the vulnerable. The goats, on the other hand, are chastised for their 
lack	of	concern	and	action	toward	them.	When	the	righteous	ask	Him	when	they	did	
these things, Christ responds by saying, “Whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers of mine, you did for me.”

	 	 	 	—	 	Now,	we	are	not	to	misconstrue	this	as	meaning	the	good	works	of	the	sheep	
factored	into	their	gaining	salvation;	rather,	these	good	works	were	the	“fruit”	or	
evidence of their having been saved by grace (Ephesians 2:8–10). 

	 	 	 	—	 	Remember,	we	were	created	to	do	good	works,	which	God	prepared	in	advance	for	
us to do, and the “good works”	Christ	speaks	of	in	Matthew 25	included	taking	care	
of the poor and suffering.

  •  Now, with all of these scriptural truths in mind, we are to obey them and act on them, 
because “faith without works is dead,” (James 2:26). As James stated, “Do not merely 
listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says,” (James 1:22). 

  •  Similarly, John said, “The man who says, ‘I know Him,’ but does not do what He 
commands is a liar and the truth is not in him...Whoever claims to live in Him must walk as 
Jesus did,” (I John 2:4, 6). And the words of Christ Himself: “If you love me, you will obey 
what I command” (John 14:15).
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  •  Jesus commanded us to love one another (John 13:34–35). And what better way to 
demonstrate	the	love	and	kindness	and	compassion	of	Jesus	Christ	than	by	reaching	out	
to the “least of these” among us?

IV. A Promise of Blessing

 •  Deuteronomy 15:10, “give freely without begrudging it, and the Lord your God will bless 
you in everything you do.”

	 •	 	God’s	heart	is	broken	when	we	turn	away	from	those	in	need,	widows,	orphans,	hungry,	sick,	
and while we say we will be blessed if we bless others the opposite is true as well.

V. The Father’s Heart

 • People say Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed due to their immorality

 •  When, in fact, it was their exclusion of the poor and needy, Ezekiel 16:49-50 (NLT): 
“Sodom’s sins were pride, laziness, and gluttony, while the poor and needy suffered outside 
her door. She was proud and did loathsome things, so I wiped her out, as you have seen.”

 •  Amos 2:6-7 describes Israel’s problems with the poor succinctly, “for three sins of Israel, 
even four, I will not turn back my wrath. They sell…The needy for a pair of sandals. They 
trample on the heads of the poor…And deny justice to the oppressed.”

 •  Three types of poverty are described in Amos 2:6-7:
  — Ebyon = “needy” – those who are destitute and must beg to live. 
  —  Dallim	–	“helpless”	–	are	totally	dependent	on	others	as	they	are	physically	weak	and	

financially	poor,	having	neither	the	money	nor	the	strength	to	survive.
	 	 —	 	Anawim	=	“humble”—oppressed	who	know	their	place	in	society	to	be	at	the	bottom	

rung	on	the	ladder.	They	are	of	no	account	and	they	know	it,	for	they	are	broken	under	
the weight of poverty and live without hope. 

VI. Caring at Water of Life
Meeting physical needs of the poor in order to meet spiritual needs, resulting in transformed lives.

Local Outreach
 • Cherish—Pregnant Teen program: info@cherishministry.org or 909.355.3670

	 •	 	CityLink—A	partnership	between	the	City	of	Fontana	and	Water	of	Life	to	help	the	poor	in	
our community. Food distribution, clothing, referrals for housing and Community Assistance 
Programs (CAP), and community bible study groups: 909.803.1059

	 •	 CityLink	Thrift	Store—Omar	Cervantes	at	909.463.0103	x2224

 •  Embrace Me!—Adoption/Foster Care and support groups: www.embrace-adoption.com or 
Isabel at 909.418.4640

 •  Mechanics Ministry—For single moms, widows and women whose husbands are away in the 
military: Victor Arias at 909.803.1059 x2205

 •  Mobile Medical Clinic—Medical care for the homeless and uninsured in our community: 
info@wellofhealing.org
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Close

 • The Bible is unbending about the church’s responsibility to care for those in need.

 •  I John 3:17, “...but whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his brother [or sister] in need 
and closes his heart against him, how does the love of God abide in him?”

 • In Matthew 25, Jesus expects nothing less

 •  Matthew 25:31-40 describes the throne of judgment and the inheritance prepared for the 
faithful.

Discussion Questions

 • Invite the Spirit to open you up and give you a compassionate heart.

 •  In your groups share: In what way do you need to grow in this area? How do you want others 
to pray for you?
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SESSION 5: EQUIPPING
Introduction: Equipping Core Value
Throughout scripture, God’s leaders equip others for ministry. Moses prepared Joshua to lead the 
Israelites into the Promise Land. Jesus trained his disciples. Paul mentored young Timothy. If we 
want	churches	filled	with	disciples	who	live	into	their	calling,	church	leaders	need	to	focus	on	
equipping	lay	people	for	the	work	of	ministry!

 •  The effectiveness of a church’s mission largely depends on its ability to mobilize its people in 
doing	God’s	work	not	only	within	the	church	but	in	the	world.	

 •  The largest force the church has to accomplish its mission is the People of God engaged in 
the	life	of	the	world	every	day	in	the	course	of	their	daily	work.	

 •  The church’s mission includes bringing people to Christ, guiding their spiritual growth and 
taking	care	of	their	needs.	Yet	the	church’s	mission	to	those	beyond	its	congregation	is	an	
even greater need. 

 •  Our purpose here is to focus on how the church (WOL) equips people to reach people in and 
beyond the church with the love of God and His message of redemption and restoration.

 
 
I.	 Defining	Discipleship

 • Matthew 28:19, “Go	and	make	disciples”
	 •	 “Make	disciples”	(disciple—matheteuo—is one who becomes a pupil). 

 • The claim of Jesus on those who were called his disciples was absolute. 

 • They were called and taught to surrender all for him (Luke 14:27).
 •  Jesus seems to have intentionally woven going out into ministry and spiritual maturity 

together.

 •  The truth is that unless members of the body “go,” neither they nor the church will grow. So 
here lies a double edged sword. 

	 •	 	When	church	members	go	they	reach	others	and	make	disciples,	while	at	the	same	time	those	
who are going are actually allowing the Word to deepen and penetrate into their person and 
personality at levels that are impossible for those who never actively engage in mission. 

II. Equipping = Teaching, Training and Healing

 • Bible study in and of itself is not discipleship/equipping

 • It includes both teaching and training…study and doing
  — To teach (expose people to the truth)
  — To train (to expose people to a course of action)
  II Timothy 2:2, “The things which you have heard from me in the presence of many witnesses, 

entrust these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.”

 • The goal here is not information – it is transformation

 • Faithfulness isn’t without failure…but one who gets up
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 • Proverbs 24:16, “For a righteous man falls seven times, and rises again.”

 •  Ephesians 4:11-12 (NASB), “And he gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and 
some as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for 
the work of service, to the building up of the body of Christ.”

 Katartizo—“equipping the saints”

 •  The word “equip” is originally rendered katartizo, which has several New Testament 
meanings	including,	to	order,	to	regulate,	to	work,	to	complete,	restore	or	mend.	

 •  The root of katartizo, artio, means suitable, complete, correct, or normal. Katartizo is used by 
James and John in Matthew 4:21 when describing them, “in the boat with Zebedee their 
father ‘mending’ their nets.” 

 •  This is an insightful rendering because, “to mend the nets,” literally means to “mend what 
has	been	broken	or	rent,	to	repair.”

 •  To Katartizo, or equip, the disciples within the church certainly could include an offer to help 
them	in	mending	their	nets,	closing	up	their	cracks	and	healing	and	repairing	their	wounds.	

III. Goal of All Equipping—Be a Servant, Minister

 •  Romans 1:1, “Paul, a bond-servant of Christ Jesus, called as an apostle, set apart for the 
gospel of God.”

 •  I Corinthians 4:1, “Let a man so consider us, as servants of Christ and stewards of the 
mysteries of God.”

 •  Philippians 1:1, “Paul and Timothy, bond-servants of Christ Jesus, to all the saints in Christ 
Jesus who are in Philippi.”

 •  James 1:1, “James, a bond-servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ.”

 •  Jude 1, “Jude, a bond-servant of Jesus Christ, and brother of James.”

 •  From an equipping standpoint: In Christ, success is how many equip and activate to serve.

 •  Matthew 20:28, “the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve…”

IV.  Equipping at Water of Life
Teaching and releasing people with the purpose of both mind and heart transformation.

 •  Water of Life Christian Pre-School—Preschool 3-4 years offered at Fontana and Upland 
Campus

	 	 —	 Fontana	Campus:	909.463.3915	or	www.wateroflifecs.org	
  — Upland Campus: 909.985.1044

	 •	 Water	of	Life	Christian	School—K-8th	grade,	Fontana	Campus:	reneem@wateroflifecs.org	

	 •	 	Weekend	Equipping	Classes—Offered	during	the	Sunday	service	times:	 
pattier@wateroflifecc.org	or	909.463.0103	x4111

	 •	 	School	of	Ministry—Offered	in	English	and	Spanish:	som@wateroflifecc.org	or	 
909.463.0103 x4108  

 • WOL College—Biblical Studies Program: wolcollege.org  or 909.463.0103 x4111
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 • Men’s Bible Studies—ryan@ryanwagers.com or 909.291.9457 

 • Positively Engaging Women’s Bible Studies—Wednesdays: wolpew@gmail.com 

	 •	 Precept	Classes—Verse	by	verse:	pattier@wateroflifecc.org	or	909.463.0103	x4111

Discussion Questions

	 •	 	Share	briefly	with	each	other	the	areas	of	your	life	where	you	need	equipping,	where	you	
need freedom, or gain greater freedom.

 • When everyone has shared, pray for each other. 

SE
SS

IO
N

 5



SESSION 6

Relationships

• Introduction: Relationship Core Value
• The Christian Faith Is Inherently Relational
• God and Relationships 
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SESSION 6: RELATIONSHIPS
Introduction: Relationship Core Value 

 •  The Bible describes the activities and nature of a relational God. God created “in the 
beginning” and invited creatures to “bring forth” others. God’s interactions with Adam and 
Eve portray God as relational. 

  —  From the beginning, God instructs, expects, and responds to humans—all of which are 
relational activities.

 •  The Bible tells us God made covenants (relational agreements) with Israel and all creation. 
God’s	covenant	making	demonstrates	God’s	relationality.	

 •  Biblical authors repeatedly proclaim a God of steadfast love that never gives up on the 
relationship	He	initiates	and	seeks	to	develop.

	 •	 	Because	God	is	relational,	sinful	behavior	makes	grieves	God.	But	positive	responses	and	
ongoing relationship deepens the relational friendship God shares with creatures. 

 •  In Jesus Christ, the relational God is seen in human form. In Him, we have the fullest 
revelation of God as relational. 

 •  Jesus teaches that God is our Abba (Father), an intimately relational description. God calls us 
to enter into a mutually loving relationship—what Jesus announces as the greatest 
commandment. 

 •  Jesus reinforces Old Testament themes about the importance of love relations. Christians are 
commanded to love believers and unbelievers, friends and enemies, the near and dear as 
well as the stranger.

 •  The Christian community emerging soon after God raised Jesus from the dead was Holy 
Spirit empowered. This budding community emphasized from its inception the importance 
of interrelatedness. 

 •  As the Church, they ate together and shared things in common. They worshipped and 
prayed	together.	They	shared	the	Lord’s	Supper	as	a	community.	Christians	embarked	as	the	
Church on a give-and-receive mission of relational love.

I. The Christian Faith is Inherently Relational 

 A. The Incarnation (God becoming human): 

	 	 •	 	The	story	of	God-with-us,	through	God	coming	in	the	flesh	(incarnation)	in	Jesus	Christ	is,	
at its heart, a relational story.

  •  Incarnation concerns the God who so deeply desires a connection with humanity that 
God	is	willing	to	risk	everything	to	be	in	relationship	with	us,	becoming	like	us	and	living	
among us as one of us. 
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  • As the writer of the Philippians letter put it, 

    “Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of 
God, did not regard equality with God as something to be exploited, but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave, being born in human likeness. And being found in human form, 
he humbled himself and became obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross,” 
(Philippians 2:5–8). 

  •  The Christian idea of incarnation points to a God who willingly sets aside power for the 
sake	of	relationship	with	God’s	creatures.	Clearly	for	God,	relationship	is	a	priority.

 B. Trinity (Three in One):

	 	 •	 	One	of	our	central	ways	of	talking	about	God	in	Christianity	involves	a	relational	image,	
God as Trinity. Trinity depicts one God present in three “persons” who relate to one 
another and also to the created world. 

  •  Some theologians see in the Trinity a way to image God that communicates relationship 
amid difference at the core of God’s very being (i.e., God the Creator, Christ, and Spirit 
are distinct yet in relation to one another within the Trinity). 

	 	 •	 	Others	use	Trinitarian	imagery	of	God	relationally	as	a	way	to	talk	about	God’s	
participation with us, and our participation in the life of God, through Christ and the 
Spirit.	This	emphasis	likewise	focuses	on	God’s	relationality,	this	time	with	humanity.	

 C. Neighbor-love: 

	 	 •	 	When	Jesus	was	asked	by	His	disciples	about	the	greatest	commandment,	Jesus	
responded by saying, “‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment. And a 
second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself,’” (Matthew 22:38). 

  •  Such passages focus on the qualities of love and justice we embody in our relationships 
with others, especially those most different from ourselves or whose life circumstances 
situate them as more vulnerable. 

  •  This aspect of faith practice concerns how Christians treat those who have less power in 
the	relationship,	or	who	lack	resources	to	survive	or	flourish.	

  •  In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus tells his followers that whenever they feed the hungry, offer 
cool	water	to	one	who	thirsts,	and	visit	the	sick	and	imprisoned,	they	do	so	to	Jesus	
himself (Matthew 25:31-40). 

	 	 •	 	In	relationships	of	justice-making	and	care	for	these	neighbors,	then,	Christians	encounter	
Christ.	That	makes	relationships	of	neighbor-love	crucial	events	of	relational	encounter	
between believers and Jesus.

II. God and Relationships

 • Everything about God is relational

 • And He made us relational as well

	 •	 	To	be	healthy	and	growing,	you	must	be	in	relationship	with	others…at	work,	school,	home	
and community
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 A. Living in the Family

  • Ephesians 2:19 NCV
    “Now you who are not Jewish are not foreigners or strangers any longer, but are citizens 

together with God’s Holy people. You belong to God’s family.”

  • In the New Testament we see households come to Jesus

   Mark 5:19; Luke 19:9; John 4:53; Mark 2:15
    James 3:18 Message, “You can develop a healthy, robust community that lives right with 

God and enjoy its results only if you do the hard work of getting along with each other, 
treating each other with dignity and honor.”

 B. Growing People Serve Others

   Romans 15:1-3, “Now we who are strong ought to bear the weaknesses of those without 
strength and not just please ourselves.  Each of us is to please his neighbor for his good, to 
his edification.  For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, ‘The Reproaches of 
Those Who Reproached You Fell on Me.’”

 C. A Relationship Built on Compassion

   Mark 1:41-42, “And a leper came to Jesus, beseeching Him and falling on his knees before 
Him, and saying, ‘If You are willing, You can make me clean.’ Moved with compassion, Jesus 
stretched out His hand and touched him, and said to him, ‘I am willing; be cleansed.’”

  •  In order to be connected to others at a deep level, you must be willing to be 
compassionate

  • The heart of a servant is the heart of compassion

  • There is power in serving others

  • There is blessing in serving others

III.   Building the Kind of Relationships that Are so Important Both for 
Shaping and Expressing Our Faith

 A. Practice Hospitality

	 	 •	 	From	the	story	of	Abram	and	Sarai	welcoming	strangers	into	their	tent	at	the	Oaks	of	
Mamre (Genesis 18:1–8), to Jesus’ injunction that his disciples should welcome children  
if they wish to welcome God (Mark 10:13–16),	the	practice	of	“making	welcome”	is	a	
basic faith practice needed for building relationships.

 B. Bless Small Groups

  •  Create them where they don’t already exist, and encourage them wherever they might be 
happening	on	their	own.	Small	groups	allow	people	to	be	known	by	a	smaller	number	of	
others, but often at a deeper level of interaction. SE
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	 	 •	 	Our	human	needs	“to	know	and	be	known,”	as	Quaker	educator	and	activist	Parker	
Palmer puts it, are expressions of spiritual longing. Small groups organized around 
diverse purposes can be places where people’s longings for relationship and connection 
find	fulfillment.

 C. Serve Together

	 	 •	 	Few	things	help	to	build	relationships	more	quickly	and	significantly	than	shared	
participation	in	ministries	of	service.	Work	together	building	a	house	for	those	in	need	of	
shelter; clean out the church basement and tend to the landscaping together; serve 
meals	together	in	a	community	kitchen.	

  •  Create situations in which people from diverse segments of the church’s population can 
participate together in such ministries, both in their communities and within the church, 
caring for others while also being a space for relationship-building. 

  •  Service beyond our own walls in the wider community and world offers Christians the 
chance to form relationships with those who may be “other”: strangers, the poor or the 
affluent,	persons	of	other	faith	groups,	and	those	of	different	races	and	ethnicities.	

	 	 •	 	Add	opportunities	to	reflect	together	theologically	on	service,	and	these	events	become	
powerful experiences of Christian education.

 D. Make “Intentionality” Your “Tag Line” for Relationships 

	 	 •	 	What	are	the	necessary	conditions	for	people	to	get	to	know	each	other?	Something	as	
simple as a habit of wearing nametags at all sorts of gatherings expresses intentionality 
about	knowing	names	as	an	aspect	of	building	relationships.	

	 	 •	 	Making	time	for	people	to	“check	in,”	offering	a	brief	update	on	their	lives	as	the	preface	
to	a	committee’s	work,	intentionally	crafts	meeting	spaces	as	places	where	relationships	
may be built. 

	 	 •	 	Making	sure	that	the	church	has	good	policies	to	allow	for	safe	practices	for	
congregation’s intentionality about relationship building with and among its children 
whose	age	can	make	them	vulnerable.	

	 	 •	 	Some	relationships	may	“just	happen.”	But,	given	the	significance	of	relationships	for	
Christians biblically, being more intentional about relationship building is a necessity.

IV.   Relationships at Water of Life
Transforming lives by strengthening families and building relationships.

 •  Small Groups —Committed to connecting people in a life-transforming community with other 
believers:	smallgroups@wateroflifecc.org	or	909.463.0103	x4149

	 •	 Young	Adults	Ministry:	youngadults@wateroflifecc.org	or	909.463.0103	x4148

	 •	 Singles	Ministry:	chuckb@wateroflifecc.org	or	909.463.0103	x4139
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Men
 • Men’s Bible Studies: ryan@ryanwagers.com or 909.291.9457

 • Real Men Stay in the Race—Annual men’s conference 

	 •	 Men’s	Breakfast

	 •	 Men’s	BBQ

 • Men’s Motorcycle Group—Rafael Rodriguez at 909.827.1027

Women
 • Women’s Impact Conference: impactwol.com or 909.463.0103 x4188

 • Positively Engaging Women’s Bible Study: wolpew@gmail.com 

 •  Positively Moms—Mothers of preschoolers: positivelymoms@gmail.com or Summer Shaw at 
909.992.9208

 • Women’s Night of Worship: Janine Stewart 909.463.0103 x4188

 • Positively Transforming—Lori Bryant at  Lobrya9@aol.com 

Marriage 
For	more	information	on	current	Marriage	classes,	contact	Elise	at	eliseg@wateroflifecc.org	or	
909.463.0103 x4127

 • Pre-Marital Classes

 • Re-Marriage Pre-Marital Class

 • Marriage Enrichment Class—Enrichment and strength in marriage

 • Marriage by Design—Healing for marriages

 • Marriage Mentoring—Partnering with another seasoned couple

 • Marriage on the Mend—Healing for marriages

 • Blended Families Class

	 •	 Better	Marriage	Workshops

 • Annual Couples Seminar

Family
	 •	 Parenting	Classes:	jeremiahz@wateroflifecc.org

	 •	 Parenting	from	the	Tree	of	Life:	jeremiahz@wateroflifecc.org

	 •	 Blended	Families	Class:	eliseg@wateroflifecc.org

	 •	 Empowering	Kids	Ministry—Nursery	thru	4th	grade:	amys@wateroflifecc.org

	 •	 Awana	Clubs—Kinder-6th	grade:	wolawana@wateroflifecc.org	

	 •	 56	Ministry—5th	and	6th	grade	students:	jesusa@wateroflifecc.org	or	909.463.0103	x4136

	 •	 Activate	Student	Ministries—7th-12th	grade	students:	wolactive@wateroflifecc.org	
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Discussion Questions
A “win” at Water of Life is a transformed life demonstrated by passion for God and compassion  
for people.

 •  Share with your group what you need to do to develop a greater passion for God or 
compassion for people?

 • When everyone has shared, pray for each other regarding these desires. 
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APPENDIX A: WATER OF LIFE—OUR CORE 
VALUES IN MOTION
Healing—Restoring	people	physically,	emotionally	and	spiritually	to	fulfill	their	destiny	in	Christ.

 • For more information on Healing support groups, classes or prayer: 909.463.0103 x4127

Support Groups
 • Armor of God Ministry—Military veterans & their families

 • Celebrate Recovery—Healing from life’s hurts and issues 
  — The Landing: Safe healing place for teenagers

 • Women and their Anger

 • Men and their Anger

 • Clean Waters—Supports men through accountability and sexual purity

 • Grieving Moms—Encouragement from a loss of a child

 • Growing Hope—Women struggling with hopelessness

 • Healing the Hurt—Women healing from abuse

 • New Hope—Support for those impacted by homosexuality

	 •	 Restored	Life—Women	with	spouses	battling	infidelity	or	sexual	addiction	

 • DivorceCare—Healing and hope for the separated or divorced

 • DC4K—DivorceCare for Kids

 • Grief Share—Support after a death of a loved one

Classes
 • Freedom Road—Help for those dealing with anxiety

 • Living Waters and Retreat—learn to experience God’s love and healing

 • PTSD—Intervention for victims suffering from trauma

Healing for Marriages
 • Marriage by Design—Healing for marriages: marriagebydesign2@gmail.com 

 • Marriage Mentoring—Partnering with another seasoned couple

	 •	 Marriage	on	the	Mend—Nine	week	class	for	couples	struggling	in	their	marriage

Healing through Prayer
 • Caring Hearts—Hospital visitation ministry 

 • Healing Rooms—Prayer clinics

 • SOZO Ministry—Prayer for deep healing and deliverance

	 •	 Saturate—Those	seeking	wisdom	and	encouragement
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Healing One-on-One
 • Pastoral Care 

 • Shepherd’s Staff

 • Minister of the Day/Benevolence

Sending—Establishing long-term relationships throughout the world in order to transform lives. 

Water	of	Life	sends	multiple	teams	throughout	the	world.	To	join	an	outreach	team,	check	our	
website	for	current	teams	forming.	Each	team	meets	weekly	3-4	months	prior	to	trip	departure	to	
prepare, plan fundraising, and team bonding.

	 •	 For	more	information:	GlobalOutreach@wateroflifecc.org	or	909.463.0103	x4182

Global and Islamic Outreaches
 • Cambodia, Haiti, Kenya, Mexico, Nicaragua, Nigeria, Papua New Guinea, Thailand

Caring—Meeting physical needs of the poor in order to meet spiritual needs, resulting in trans-
formed lives.

Local Outreach
 • Cherish—Pregnant Teen program: info@cherishministry.org or 909.355.3670

	 •	 	CityLink—A	partnership	between	the	City	of	Fontana	and	Water	of	Life	to	help	the	poor	in	
our community. Food distribution, clothing, referrals for housing and Community Assistance 
Programs (CAP), and community bible study groups: 909.803.1059

	 •	 CityLink	Thrift	Store—Omar	Cervantes	at	909.463.0103	x2224

 •  Embrace Me!—Adoption/Foster Care and support groups: www.embrace-adoption.com or 
Isabel at 909.418.4640

 •  Mechanics Ministry—For single moms, widows and women whose husbands are away in the 
military: Victor Arias at 909.803.1059 x2205

 •  Mobile Medical Clinic—Medical care for the homeless and uninsured in our community: 
info@wellofhealing.org

Equipping—Teaching and releasing people with the purpose of both mind and heart  
transformation.

 •  Water of Life Christian Pre-School—Preschool 3-4 years offered at Fontana and Upland 
Campus

	 	 —	 Fontana	Campus:	909.463.3915	or	www.wateroflifecs.org	
  — Upland Campus: 909.985.1044

	 •	 Water	of	Life	Christian	School—K-8th	grade,	Fontana	Campus:	reneem@wateroflifecs.org	

	 •	 	Weekend	Equipping	Classes—Offered	during	the	Sunday	service	times:	 
pattier@wateroflifecc.org	or	909.463.0103	x4111
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	 •	 	School	of	Ministry—Offered	in	English	and	Spanish:	som@wateroflifecc.org	or	 
909.463.0103 x4108  

 • WOL College—Biblical Studies Program: wolcollege.org  or 909.463.0103 x4111

 • Men’s Bible Studies—ryan@ryanwagers.com or 909.291.9457 

 • Positively Engaging Women’s Bible Studies—Wednesdays: wolpew@gmail.com 

	 •	 Precept	Classes—Verse	by	verse:	pattier@wateroflifecc.org	or	909.463.0103	x4111

Relationships—Transforming lives by strengthening families and building relationships.

 •  Small Groups —Committed to connecting people in a life-transforming community with other 
believers:	smallgroups@wateroflifecc.org	or	909.463.0103	x4149

	 •	 Young	Adults	Ministry:	youngadults@wateroflifecc.org	or	909.463.0103	x4148

	 •	 Singles	Ministry:	chuckb@wateroflifecc.org	or	909.463.0103	x4139

Men
 • Men’s Bible Studies: ryan@ryanwagers.com or 909.291.9457

 • Real Men Stay in the Race—Annual men’s conference 

	 •	 Men’s	Breakfast

	 •	 Men’s	BBQ

 • Men’s Motorcycle Group—Rafael Rodriguez at 909.827.1027

Women
 • Women’s Impact Conference: impactwol.com or 909.463.0103 x4188

 • Positively Engaging Women’s Bible Study: wolpew@gmail.com 

 •  Positively Moms—Mothers of preschoolers: positivelymoms@gmail.com or Summer Shaw at 
909.992.9208

 • Women’s Night of Worship: Janine Stewart 909.463.0103 x4188

 • Positively Transforming—Lori Bryant at  Lobrya9@aol.com 

Marriage 
For	more	information	on	current	Marriage	classes,	contact	Elise	at	eliseg@wateroflifecc.org	or	
909.463.0103 x4127

 • Pre-Marital Classes

 • Re-Marriage Pre-Marriage Class

 • Marriage Enrichment Class—Enrichment and strength in marriage

 • Marriage by Design—Healing for marriages

 • Marriage Mentoring—Partnering with another seasoned couple

 • Marriage on the Mend—Healing for marriages

 • Blended Families Class

	 •	 Better	Marriage	Workshops

 • Annual Couples Seminar
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Family
	 •	 Parenting	Classes:	jeremiahz@wateroflifecc.org

	 •	 Parenting	from	the	Tree	of	Life:	jeremiahz@wateroflifecc.org

	 •	 Blended	Families	Class:	eliseg@wateroflifecc.org

	 •	 Empowering	Kids	Ministry—Nursery	thru	4th	grade:	amys@wateroflifecc.org

	 •	 Awana	Clubs—Kinder-6th	grade:	wolawana@wateroflifecc.org	

	 •	 56	Ministry—5th	and	6th	grade	students:	jesusa@wateroflifecc.org	or	909.463.0103	x4136

	 •	 Activate	Student	Ministries—7th-12th	grade	students:	wolactive@wateroflifecc.org	
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