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SESSION 1: VALUES & MINISTRY OVERVIEW

I. Introduction and Overview
 A. WOL Mission Statement 
  “A transformed life demonstrated by being given to God and given to people.”

 B. WOL Core Values
  1.  Healing—Maturing people through healing to the fullness of Christ. (Luke 4:18-19; 

Ephesians 4:11-13)
  2.  Sending—Establish long-term relationship throughout the world in order to transform 

lives. (I Peter 1:22; Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 1:8)
  3.  Equipping—Teaching and releasing people with the purpose of both mind and heart 

transformation.

  4.  Caring—Meeting physical needs in order to meet spiritual needs resulting in transformed 
lives. (James 2:15-17; I John 3:17; Matthew 25:31-40) 

  5.  Relationships—Transforming lives by strengthening families and building relationships. 
(Acts 2:42; Ephesians 2:19; Psalm 133:1-3)

 C. Ministry Team Mission
   To raise a team of people, trained, equipped and released to be God’s instruments of 

healing and transformation during altar calls and other ministry opportunities.

 D. Ministry Team Purpose
   Purpose of this training is to equip you to care for others at the altar, in small groups, and 

other ministry opportunities

 E. Basic Assumptions
  1. That you desire to minister to others

  2. That God desires you to minister to others

  3. That the Holy Spirit’s power is available today to do that ministry

 F. The Call of God
  1. To bless others—Genesis 12:1-3
  2. How did Jesus do this?

   a. To the poor, captive, blind, downtrodden—Luke 4:18
   b. Proclaim the goodness of God—Exodus 34:6-7
 G. The Commission of God—Matthew 28:18-20
  1. Go make disciples

  2. Do all that Jesus did and taught His disciples to do.

 H. All healing has purpose
  1. It demonstrates God’s heart for people—Hebrews 2:4
	 	 2.	 Glorifies	God—John 9:1-3 & I Peter 4:11
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II. How Do We Minister?
 A. Jesus as our model—Matthew 9:35-38
  1. With compassion and kindness

  2. With salvation and healing

  3. With faith that God wants to heal

 B. Using scripture as our “Plumb Line” to measure our actions and ministry
  1. Psalm 119:105
  2. II Timothy 3:16-17 (doctrine, instruction & equipping)

 C. Using wisdom to know:
  1. This is not just an intellectual activity, but a spiritual one

    Isaiah 55:8b (Not your ways—my ways), I Corinthians 8:1c (Knowledge puffs up, but love 
edifies)

  2.  Nor is it just an emotional activity. Jeremiah 17:9 (the heart can deceive, but the Lord 
searches the heart and tests the mind)

 D. In the power of the Holy Spirit—Genesis 12/Acts 1:8
  1. Given to guide you—Galatians 3:1-5
  2. Given to bless you—Galatians 3:14
  3. Given to bless others—Acts 20:35

III. Our Values
 A. Ministry of the Holy Spirit—Acts 4:8, 20:23, 21:11
 B. The individual—Mark 3:1-6
 C. Relationships—Romans 12:9-11
 D. Sensitivity—Romans 12:15, Galatians 6:1-2
 E. Ministry that is not manipulative—Romans 12:9
 F.  Hypocrisy literally means, “play-acting.” Ministry needs to be authentic (don’t act like 

God’s doing something if He’s not).
 G. Equipping and releasing others to minister—Ephesians 4:11-12
 H. Grace—Nehemiah 9:17c, Matthew 6:15

IV. Desirable Qualities of a Ministry Team Member
  None of us are perfect; however we are admonished by the Lord to grow to be like Him. 

Accordingly, a ministry team member should be making some progress in achieving desirable 
qualities in his/her personal life, by allowing God to change and build his/her character. Some of 
these desirable qualities are:

 A. A servant’s heart demonstrated by:
  1. Humility (Proverbs 3:34; James 4:6; I Peter 5:5)
  2. Obedience to the Holy Spirit (John 14:23-26, 15:10)
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  3. Passion—For Jesus and His Kingdom (Matthew 28:19; Luke 5:11, 9:23)
  4. Compassion—For others to receive the fullness of God (Romans 13:8, Acts 2:37-39)
  5. Freedom from a personal agenda or recognition (Proverbs 15:33)
  6. Faithfulness (I Timothy 1:12-14)
  7.  Faith that God will honor His Word (Hebrews 11:6)
  8.  Available to pray for others during ministry times, small groups, outreaches, etc. 

(Hebrews 3:12-14)
  9. A teachable spirit as shown by:

   a. Willingness to receive ministry as well as to give ministry

   b. Willingness to accept correction (Proverbs 10:17)
 B. A demonstrated Godly lifestyle
   The most important single element in ministry is one’s relationship with God. Unless your 

relationship to God is free from rebellion, anger and intentional disobedience, you should 
make some corrections in your own lifestyle before attempting to minister to others. Some 
characteristics of a person who has a close relationship with God are the following:

  1. Personal/intimate relationship with God (Mark 1:35)
  2. Spending time daily with God in praise, worship and adoration 

  3. Regular reading and study the Bible

  4. Meditating on and memorizing scripture (Psalm 1:1-3)
  5. Walking in forgiveness as a lifestyle (Matthew 6:14-15, 18:21-22; II Corinthians 2:10-11)
  6. Walking in repentance as a lifestyle (Matthew 3:2; Luke 13:2; Revelations 3:19)
	 	 7.	 	Being	baptized	with	the	Holy	Spirit,	continually	being	filled	with	the	Holy	Spirit	(Acts 1:8, 

4:31, 13:9; Ephesians 5:18)
  8. Growing in demonstration of the fruit of the Spirit in his life (Galatians 5:22):
   Love  Patience  Gentleness

   Joy   Kindness  Faithfulness

   Peace  Goodness  Self-Control

  9. Practicing obedience to the leading of the Holy Spirit (Romans 8:14)
  10. Faithfulness in carrying out current or past ministries 

  11. Peer recognition as a Godly person (Matthew 7:15-20)
  12. Making extraordinary effort to avoid sin 

  13.  Lover and respecter of all people, regardless of creed, ethnicity, gender, age, social  
class, etc. 

  14. A calling from God to serve in ministry

   No one except you can really know whether you meet all these characteristics. However you 
probably can tell, and people who know you well are likely to have observations about some 
of these characteristics. A periodic review of the above list may be helpful to you in 
developing your own relationship with God. 
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V. Prerequisites for Ministry Team Members
 A. Completion of Water of Life’s core classes:
  1. Discovering Water of Life

  2. Core Values

  3. Ministry and Gifts of the Holy Spirit I and II

  4. Also recommended: Living Waters Class and Retreat

 B. Completion of Ministry Team Training:
  1. Ministry Team Training Class

  2. Ministry Team Application

  3.  Two references (at least one from a Water of Life Pastor, Elder, Small Group Leader or 
Ministry Leader)

  4. Signed Ministry Serving Code

 C. Demonstrated commitment to the ministry of Water of Life Community Church:
  1. Member of Water of Life Community Church (signed covenant)

  2. Has regularly attended Water of Life for at least six months

  3. Member of a small group or support ministry

VI. Commission to Minister to Others
 A. God has chosen us to minister to others (Mathew 28:18-20)
 B. God gave us His Word to guide us (II Timothy 3:16-17)
 C. Holy Spirit empowers us to minister (Acts 1:8; Ephesians 4:11-12)
 D. God wants us to operate in faith (James 5:15)
 E.  God calls us to love and serve others through the gifts and abilities He has given us 

(Romans 12:3-8)
 F. Spiritual Gifts are given to bless others with God’s grace (1 Peter 4:10-11)
 G. Spiritual Gifts should always be used with love
 H. Love is always mentioned in the Bible where spiritual gifts are mentioned
 I. I Corinthians 13 is between chapters 12 and 14 for a reason!

VII. Ministry Team Opportunities and Settings
 A. Saturday and Sunday services
 B. Sunday evening services
 C. Midweek services
 D. Special services and events
 E. Home groups
 F. Community—home, neighborhood
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SESSION 2: HEALING, COMMISSIONING & 
5-STEP PRAYER MODEL

I. New Testament Reference’s to Healing and Atonement
 A.  Jesus, while talking to Nicodemus (John 3:14), tells him that just as in Numbers 21:6, where 

Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up. In 
Numbers, it tells how the people’s sin had brought about serpents that would bite them, and 
as a result they would get sick and die. The Lord told Moses to put a serpent on a pole and 
lift it up and everyone who repented and looked at the serpent was healed. This Old Testament 
story correlates sin and the need for healing just as Jesus did through His earthly ministry.

 B.  Matthew 8:16-17, “When evening had come, they brought to Him many who were demon-
possessed. And He cast out the spirits with a word, and healed all who were sick, that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isaiah the prophet, saying: “He Himself took our 
infirmities and bore our sicknesses.”

II. Jesus’ Commission and Sending Out Disciples
  Luke 4:16-21, “When Jesus began His ministry, He entered into the synagogue where He had 

been brought up and as it was the custom, He was handed the book of the prophet Isaiah and 
He opened it up and read:

  ‘The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, 
Because He has anointed Me 
To preach the gospel to the poor; 
He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, 
To proclaim liberty to the captives 
And recovery of sight to the blind, 
To set at liberty those who are oppressed; 
To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD.’

  Then He closed the book, and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all 
who were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began to say to them,“Today this 
Scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.”

 A.  Then in Luke 9:1-6, Jesus gives this same commission to His 12 closest disciples. In verse 2, 
He tells His disciples, “Preach the kingdom of God and heal the sick.”

 B.  Then in Luke 10:1-12, Jesus sends seventy others out to do the same thing. He tells them, 
“Heal the sick who are there, and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near to you.’”

 C.  In John 14:12, Jesus says, “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works 
that I do he will do also; and greater works than these he will do, because I go to the Father.”

 At the end of Jesus’ earthly ministry, before ascending into heaven, He gives us this commission:

 D.  Matthew 28:19-20, “Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all 
the commands I have given you. And be sure of this, I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age.”

 E.  What do disciples of Jesus do? They proclaim the Kingdom of God is near, heal the sick and 
make disciples of others to do the same. Our commission is to do the same today and that is 
what this class is all about, training you to do the ministry of Jesus in our generation.
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III. Five-Step Prayer Model
  The 5-Step Prayer Model is derived from an examination of the recorded prayer ministry of Jesus. 

The steps provided here, however, are to be used merely as a guide, not as a law or method.

 A. STEP ONE—THE INTERVIEW
  This step answers the question, “What are you requesting prayer for today?”

  1.  Introduce yourself, look at them and try to establish contact with them. Create a safe 
environment. Be gentle: ask if they would like you to pray for them. They may just want to 
pray on their own and not need your help.

	 	 2.	 	Briefly	interview	the	person	requesting	prayer.	Be	attentive	and	gentle.	A	loving	attitude	
on your part will do much to reassure the person that they are in good hands. Ask the 
person what they would like prayer for, but do not go into lengthy detail. Remember: you 
are dealing with two dimensions, the natural and supernatural.

   a. “What is your name?” (To put the person at ease.)

   b.  “What would you like prayer for?” (Be sensitive. You may just need to quietly pray for 
the person as he/she does business with God.)

   c. “How long has this situation or condition been occurring?”

   d. “Do you know what the cause is?”

   e.  “Are you a Christian?” If not, explain God’s plan of salvation (check out Romans 3:23, 
6:23; Ephesians 2:8-9)

  3.  As you listen to the person answer the questions, it is necessary to listen with both your 
natural and supernatural ears.

  4. As you listen with natural ears:

   a.  Use your experience, your knowledge, what you see and hear, and what you have 
learned.

   b. Don’t lose initiative. Don’t let too much information be the focus.

  5. As you listen with your spiritual senses:

   a.  Ask God to use your spiritual gifts—i.e. word of knowledge (God may reveal 
information to you about the person or his/her situation), word of wisdom (God may 
reveal to you insight about the situation), discernment of spirits (you may recognize a 
particular spiritual gifting or a spiritual attachment in him/her), etc.

   b.  Be alert to impressions from the Holy Spirit, e.g., pictures, little notions, perceptions, 
and verses.

   c.  If you have a word, for the person, leave room for you to be wrong. Don’t say: “Thus 
says the Lord, or “God is saying to you…” but rather, “I think God is saying…” or “I 
feel like God is saying….” If the word is appropriate and particular to the person, the 
impact will not be lessened by your careful verbiage. If the word is not right for them, 
your care in the way you deliver it leaves the person free to continue dealing with 
God, and gives you some leeway to be wrong without wounding others.

  6.  This is not a medical interview or a counseling session. We’re not trying to be doctors or 
counselors, only channels for prayer and Jesus’ love.
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  7. The interview is complete:

	 	 	 	When	you	have	sufficient	information	or	direction	from	the	initial	interview.	You	may	now	
know the nature and cause of the condition. In some cases you won’t know and must ask 
additional questions, or simply ask the Holy Spirit for His leading. If His leading isn’t clear 
to you, you must make an educated guess as to the nature and cause of the condition. 
For example:

   a.  Accident—may need to forgive person who caused the accident (this could mean 
himself, if he caused it.)

   b.  The condition may be partly or totally caused by emotional stress. Perhaps the 
person has had headaches ever since he lost a job. Or perhaps his back has hurt ever 
since someone cheated him. Or perhaps cancer was discovered a few months after a 
divorce, or after a death of a parent or child.

   c. The cause might be spiritual: habitual sin or an occult experience they had, etc.

 B. STEP TWO—DIAGNOSIS
   This step answers the question, “Why does this person have this condition or why is this 

person facing this situation?” The information we receive gives us clues as to where to start 
and how to proceed.

   After the initial interview is completed, you usually will have enough information to begin the 
diagnosis step. In some cases you won’t know and must ask additional questions, or simply 
ask the Holy Spirit for His leading. If His leading isn’t clear to you, you must make an 
educated guess as to the nature and cause of the condition. Remember to focus on the root 
cause if known and possible; don’t get distracted by other or too much information. They 
may not be ready to do this. If not, pray for help for them to see root causes and allow the 
Holy Spirit to open their eyes to this end. If they are, you must discern the issue at hand.

  1. Common issues and causes:

   a.  Physical sickness: Virus, disease, genetic, could be natural causes, sin, unforgiveness 
or occult involvement.

   b.  Relational Issues: Unforgiveness, pride, misunderstandings, broken relationships, 
sinned against others, others have wronged them and need forgiveness.

   c.  Emotional issues: Struggles with identity, purpose, depression or inner turmoil, may 
need to forgive self or others.

   d.  Struggles in the world: Pornography, illicit sex, greed, power struggles, need to 
confess, renounce and break habits.

   e.  Enemy: Submit to God, reject the enemy, renounce, break ties and lies with the 
enemy. 

   f.  Perhaps they were born with the condition, which would often suggest a natural 
cause, or possibly generational issue.

    •  As noted above, if the cause is not known, ask Holy Spirit for His leading as to the 
nature and possible cause of the condition. However, during your prayer for 
healing you may want to consider possible other causes of the condition than the 
one	you	first	considered,	or	you	may	want	to	go	back	to	the	interview	stage	and	
ask further questions.
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 C. STEP THREE—PRAYER SELECTION
  Answers the question, “What kind of prayer will I need to pray to help this person?”

  1. Types of prayer ministry:

   a. Petition: A request to heal, addressed to God, to Jesus or to Holy Spirit.

    •  “Father in the name of Jesus I ask you to bring your peace and your discernment 
into this person’s situation.”

    •  “Father, I pray in Jesus’ name, come and straighten this spine.”

    •  “Father, release Your power to heal this person’s body, in Jesus’ name.”

	 	 	 	 •	 	Come,	Holy	Spirit.	Release	your	power.	Provide	for	this	person’s	financial/
emotional/physical/spiritual	need.	(Pray	for	the	specific	thing	they	request.)

   b.  Command: A command addressed to a condition of the body, or to a part of the 
body. (Ask permission of the person receiving prayer before you pray in this fashion):

    •  “In the name of Jesus, spine, be straight! Be healed!”

    •  “In the name of Jesus, I command all pain and swelling to leave this ankle.”

     —  Repentance: A prayer of agreement to turn away from a sinful or harmful 
mindset or action 

     —  Forgiveness: A prayer of releasing oneself or another from the debt of “paying 
for” harmful decisions or actions

  2. Preliminaries to pray for healing:

   a. Forgiveness of another’s wrong conduct.

    •  If it appears that someone else caused the condition, or that someone wronged 
the	person	about	the	time	the	condition	or	situation	started,	find	out	if	the	person	
has forgiven the offender. If not, forgiveness should precede your prayer. 
Unforgiveness can be a major obstacle to healing.

    •  If you think forgiveness is called for, ask the person to forgive the other, even if 
the person is not aware of any resentment toward that person. Have the person 
ask the Holy Spirit to bring to their mind anyone who they may need to forgive. 
Then lead them through a prayer of forgiveness for each person if possible.

   b. Repentance for one’s own wrong conduct and asking forgiveness for it.

    •  If it appears that the condition was brought on by sin, very gently inquire if the 
person agrees that this might be so. If he/she does, encourage them to repent 
and ask God’s forgiveness. This should precede your prayer for healing. Sin that is 
not repented for can impede healing. Anger can contribute to back pain and 
some depressions. AIDS may result from a wrong lifestyle. Lung cancer might 
have been caused by an addiction to smoking.

    •  Be tender. Ask if perhaps the condition could be related to his lifestyle, or 
perhaps say, “I wonder if this condition could be related to things you have done 
in the past.” Never accuse the person confrontationally of causing their condition 
by sinning. It is seldom helpful, and you may be wrong.

    •  Caution: If this leading is of the Holy Spirit, Holy Spirit will usually indicate the 
specific	sin	which	is	the	problem,	not	sin	in	general.	General	accusations	of	sin	are	
often destructive, and probably are from the enemy. Have the person you are 
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working with ask the Holy Spirit to bring to mind anyone they may need to seek 
forgiveness from.

   c. Suggest an attitude of receiving.

    •  Let the person you are working with know that this is their time to receive. Ask the 
person not to pray while you are praying for him. Here again, be gentle and 
loving. Say something like: “I know this means a lot to you, and you have probably 
prayed a lot about your condition. But for now I suggest that you simply receive. 
Sometimes	a	person	may	find	it	very	hard	not	to	pray.	Don’t	be	hung	up	on	this.	
Pray for him anyway.

 D. STEP FOUR—PRAY
  1.  First, invite the Holy Spirit to come. Simply say “Come, Holy Spirit!” Or, “Come, Holy 

Spirit, with your healing power.” Or you may prefer a longer prayer. Important: wait on 
the Holy Spirit, watching for a visible manifestation of His presence. The silence may be a 
little awkward, but it is often what opens up the opportunity for the Holy Spirit to work in 
their lives. Tell the person receiving ministry that you will be quiet for a minute or two, so 
that he doesn’t become confused about what is going on. After a few minutes or you see 
visual evidence of something occurring, ask the person receiving ministry, “What are you 
experiencing?”	This	could	help	you	pray	more	specifically.

    •  If the presence of the Holy Spirit becomes evident, as by the person feeling heat 
or	tingling	or	some	other	manifestation,	continue	waiting	on	Him	until	He	finishes	
what He wishes to do at that time. 

    •  If you do not see any manifestation of the Holy Spirit, it does not mean that 
nothing is happening. God can show up and work the miraculous in someone’s 
life with or without any visible indication that the work is being done.

    •  Ask them to repent if they need to. Remember their will is the key to God’s work 
in them. Agree with and encourage them.

  2.  Always pray or command in the name of Jesus! You cannot use the name of Jesus too 
much. The power is in His name. 

   In the name…they will lay hands on the sick, and they will recover. (Mark 16:17-18)
    And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 

to God the Father through Him. Colossians 3:17
  3.  Thank God for whatever He does. You cannot thank God too much! Remember to focus 

on what God is doing, not on what He is not doing. This helps build faith in you and in 
the person being prayed for.

    •  When ministering healing, seek to deal with the cause of the condition, if you 
know the cause, as well as with the symptoms.

  4. Stop Praying when:

   a. You sense you are done.

   b. The person says it’s done.

   c. The person is healed.

   d. Holy Spirit tells you it is time to stop.
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   e.  You hit a roadblock: Don’t be afraid to ask others for help. Remember: Your ministry is 
at	the	altar;	if	they	need	more	help	immediately,	find	a	Pastor	or	Elder,	otherwise	refer	
them to the Healing and Caring Department (distribute resource card). Do not make 
follow-up appointments with them. Invite them to come back as often as they need 
prayer, until their situation changes.

 E. STEP FIVE—POST-PRAYER DIRECTIONS
  Answers the question, “What should this person do differently going forward?” 

  1. Encourage the prayee’s walk with the Lord.

  2.  You might share a scripture verse. For many people, scriptural passages are extremely 
meaningful and encouraging.

  3.  If a condition resulted from habitual sin or from occult experiences, suggest tactfully that 
a change in lifestyle may be needed to avoid a recurrence of their condition. Ask them 
what they should do differently going forward; encourage them to get support for this.

  4.  If they were not healed or completely healed, do not accuse them of lack of faith for 
healing, or of sin in their life as the cause.

  5.  Encourage them to come back for prayer as often as needed. Sometimes healing is 
progressive, and sometimes it occurs only after a number of prayers for healing have 
been made.

  6.  Tell the person not to be surprised if they experience a spiritual attack after a healing, 
and help them to be prepared to resist it. If a symptom starts to recur, they can take 
authority over it by commanding it to leave in Jesus’ name. If a bad habit is involved, they 
may be tempted for a short time to resume the habit. If they do yield, quick repentance is 
needed as well as asking for God’s help to overcome the temptation.

  7.  Do not tell them to stop taking medication: that’s the doctor’s job. If a person is truly 
healed,	the	doctor	can	confirm	it.	This	will	often	build	people’s	faith.	Remember	this	is	a	
prayer ministry, so do not give medical advice. 

  8.  Ask God to use and guide you. (James 5:16b-18) Don’t proclaim someone is healed.

    •  Allow them to tell you what they are experiencing. Tell them to seek a doctor’s 
advice before stopping any medications. (I Thessalonians 5:11)

   Don’t overwhelm the person; God can do that without you!

  9. Remember, as a minister of healing: Do everything in love.

“Let all that you do be done with love.” (I Corinthians 16:14)
“Love is patient…kind…not jealous…not arrogant or rude.” (I Corinthians 13:4, RSV)

These concepts are adapted from John Wimber (Vineyard Ministries International), Mike Flynn (Fresh 
Wind Ministries), and Randy Clark (Global Awaking Ministries).
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SESSION 3: PRACTICAL ASPECTS OF MINISTRY

I. Practical Aspects of Ministry
 A.  God has chosen to work through humans.
  He has given us the Holy Spirit and spiritual gifts in order to use us in ministry.

 B. Spiritual gifts need practice and training.
  Be sensitive, but also be prepared to fail. That is okay. It is part of learning.

 C. Always pray with persons of the same gender.
   When you go to the altar to pray, it should always be men with men, women with 

women—unless released by a pastor to pray (in situations where there isn’t someone of 
the same gender available to pray).

 D. You may encounter a variety of issues and circumstances.
   Listen to what the person says, sometimes the reason given is a smokescreen for the real 

reason, and once they feel safe, they may tell you the real reason. Also, they may ask 
prayer for someone else. Tell them that you will pray for their request. However, to get 
around any smokescreens, ask them, “How can I pray for you personally before I pray for 
your request for another person?” Sometimes they may not know why they are there at 
all; this is because it is the Holy Spirit that compels them to come. Check to see if they 
have ever received Christ before. If not, ask them if they would like to invite Him into 
their life. If they are already a believer, pray a general prayer of blessing them and then 
recheck with them to see if they know anything they would like prayer for.

 E. Trust that God will use you: pray with faith and for effect.
  Ask God to use and guide you. (James 5:16b-18)
 F. Quickly respond. Be ready to be used by God. 
 G. Carry and use breath mints when ministering to others.
 H. Wear your badge when ministering at the altar. Keep it with you so it is available.
 I.  Position yourself so you can move to the front quickly. 
   We want to create an environment where people know they can come and get prayer 

after every service. Please wait and pray. Many times people wait for the Worship Center 
venues to empty before coming up for prayer. 

 J.  Always be positioned and ready to be used by God. Keep short accounts with God  
(I John 1:9).

	 K.	 	When	there	is	an	altar	call,	please	respond	to	the	pastor’s	first	request. 
   The number of ministry team people available can greatly affect the length of the altar 

call and the number of people ministered to. Please come quickly when requested. 

 L.  Pray in teams of two if possible. 
   Men should pray for men and women for women, unless you’re a husband and wife team 

or there is just no one else there to pray.

 M.  Ask permission to touch the person. 
   We want to be cautious not to place them in an awkward situation where they feel 

uncomfortable.
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 N.  Begin by introducing yourself.
   “Hello, my name is…. What’s yours? How can I pray for you today?” Help them feel at 

ease and encourage them to talk. However, keep conversations to the point and avoid 
unnecessary digression. It may be helpful to say something like, “Let’s stop and take a 
look at that.” Make eye contact.

 O.  Depend on the leading of the Holy Spirit, and the Scriptures to give you the insight 
and wisdom you need in praying with people. 

	 	 Don’t	rush	in	and	start	praying	without	first	asking	God	to	lead	you!	(I Timothy 5:22)
 P.  Expect any of the gifts of the Holy Spirit to be manifested as needed. 
  Remember, spiritual gifts need training and practice. (Romans 12:3-8)
 Q.  Remain objective. 
   As a ministry team member, you must be able to control your emotions in order to help 

others receive ministry.

 R.  Listen attentively. 
   You can learn a lot by “listening between the lines.” Observe facial expressions; be 

sensitive to tone of voice and to what is left unsaid. (Two-Way Listening—listen to both 
what the person is telling you and to what God is telling you. If it is the desire of your 
heart	to	learn	to	do	this,	God	can	help	you	become	more	proficient	at	it.)

 S.  We do not need to know all the garbage and details of a person’s life. 
   If they start sharing things you don’t need to know, then simply stop them and explain 

that it is not necessary to tell you all that. Don’t probe for details especially when it 
comes	to	sin	in	which	they	have	been	involved.	It	is	sufficient	to	know	that	it	was	a	part	
of their life and needs to be dealt with.

 T. Be careful not to take on the burdens of the one you are praying for.
 U.  Watch for common problem areas. 
   Some familiar ones are: feelings of fear, rejection, bitterness, and un-forgiveness over 

past hurts.

 V.  Be straightforward with individuals receiving ministry. 
   Don’t try to skirt the issues, hoping they will get the point. Use simple language so they 

can clearly understand what you are saying.

 W.  Don’t let them dwell on what another person may have done. 
   They are the ones who have come for help, so direct the conversation back on them. This 

can be done by asking, “What can I help you with?”

 X. Concentrate on the immediate need because of the short time available.
 Y.  Show them love and acceptance. 
   This is a basic need in everyone and many do not feel loved and accepted by God or by 

others.

 Z.  Genuinely care about them. 
   Do not treat them as a “case.” Help them see themselves as worthwhile individuals, with 

purpose and a future. (Romans 12:9)
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 AA.  Offer mercy and compassion. 
  Don’t judge what they have done; our goal is to help and not condemn.

 BB.  Ask others for help. 
   Remember your ministry is a prayer ministry and not a counseling ministry. If they need 

more help, refer them to their home group leader or to another appropriate ministry 
using	your	“Ministry	Resource”	card	for	specific	help.	

 CC.  Do not make follow-up appointments with them. 
	 	 	If	you	feel	they	need	follow	up,	ask	them	to	fill	out	their	name	and	phone	number	on	a	

communication card, and then give it back to you. They should write on this card the 
specific	area	they	need	follow	up	with	(i.e.	counseling,	grief	class,	etc.).	Place	it	in	one	of	
the offering boxes. Do not give out your personal information. *67 is not a viable option. 
Phone apps exist to unblock the number even when using *67.

 DD.  No corrective or disciplinary words.
 EE. Avoid directive statements like:
  • You need to…

  • You should…

  • You have to…

 FF. No predictive or prophetic words suggesting:
  1. Future mates

  2. Pregnancies

  3. Major life changes

II. Cautions
 A. Beware of declaring things done
 B. Be cautious of saying, “You have received!”
 C. Leave room for them to agree or disagree
	 D.	 	If	you	are	having	a	difficult	time	with	a	person,	be	sure	to	make	one	of	the	Pastors,	

Elders, or Altar Leads aware of it.
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SESSION 4: DIVINE APPOINTMENTS
I. Historical Divine Appointments

 A. David’s Divine Appointment—I Samuel 17

  1. Called—16:12-13

  2. Spent time with God (Psalms)

  3. Obedient—17:17-20

  4. Willing to take risks—17:32

  5. Others have their own ideas—17:33, 38

  6. Move in faith or fear—17:45-50

 B. Peter’s Divine Appointment—Matthew 14

  1. Called—4:18-20

  2. Spent time with God (Gospels)

  3. Obedient—14:29

  4. Willing to take risks—14:29a

  5. Others have their own ideas

  6. Move in faith or fear—14:29b-31

II. Your Divine Appointments

 A. Are you called?

 B. How much time do you spend with God?

 C. Do you obey His voice?

 D. How willing are you to get out of your comfort zone?

 E. Are you afraid of what others might think?

 F. Will you move in faith or fear?
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SESSION 5: GOD’S PLAN OF SALVATION

ROMAN ROAD
 Romans 3:23—Man’s Problem
 Romans 6:23—Man’s Problem 
 Romans 5:8—God’s Solution
 Romans 10:9-10—Receiving

FOUR SPIRITUAL LAWS
 John 3:16—God’s Love
 Romans 3:23/6:23—Man’s Problem 
 John 14:6/Ephesians 2:8-9—God’s Solution
 Revelation 3:20—Receiving

  I John 5:11-12, “And this is the testimony: God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 
The one who has the Son has this eternal life; the one who does not have the Son of God does 
not have this eternal life.”

I. Man’s Problem
 A. Separation From God
  1. Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.”

  2.  Romans 6:23, “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ 
Jesus our Lord.”

  3.  Isaiah 59:2, “But your sinful acts have alienated you from your God; your sins have 
caused Him to reject you and not listen to your prayers.” 

  4.  Romans 5:8, “But God demonstrates His own love for us, in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us.” 

   I John 5:11-12
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 B. The Futility of Our Works
  1.  Ephesians 2:8-9, “For by grace you are saved through faith, and this is not of yourselves, 

it is the gift of God; it is not of works, so that no one can boast.”

  2.  Titus 3:5-7, “He saved us, not by works of righteousness that we have done but on the 
basis of His mercy, through the washing of the new birth and the renewing of the Holy 
Spirit, 6whom He poured out on us in full measure through Jesus Christ our Savior. 7And 
so, since we have been justified by His grace, we become heirs with the confident 
expectation of eternal life.”

  3.  Romans 4:1-5, “What then shall we say that Abraham, our ancestor according to the flesh, 
has discovered regarding this matter? For if Abraham was declared righteous by the works 
of the law, he has something to boast about (but not before God). Or what does the 
Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.’ Now 
to the one who works, his pay is not credited due to grace but due to obligation. But to 
the one who does not work, but believes in the one who declares the ungodly righteous, 
his faith is credited as righteousness.”

II. God’s Solution
 A.  God is not only perfect holiness (whose holy character we can never attain to on our own 

or by our works of righteousness), but He is also perfect love and full of grace and mercy. 
Because of His love and grace, He has not left us without hope and a solution.

 B.  Romans 5:8, “But God demonstrates His own love for us, in that while we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.” 

 C.  Romans 1:4, “Who was appointed the Son-of-God-in-power according to the Holy Spirit by 
the resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord.”

 D.  Romans 4:25, “He was given over because of our transgressions and was raised for the sake 
of our justification.”

 E.  II Corinthians 5:21, “God made the one who knew no sin to be sin for us, so that in Him 
we would become the righteousness of God.”

 F.  I Peter 3:18, “Because Christ also suffered once for sins, the just for the unjust, to bring you 
to God, by being put to death in the flesh but by being made alive in the spirit.”

 G.  I Timothy 2:5-6, “For there is only one God and one Mediator who can reconcile God and 
humanity…the man Jesus Christ.”

 H.  John 14:6, “…I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except 
through me.”
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III. How Do We Receive God’s Son?
 A.  Because of what Jesus Christ accomplished for us on the cross, the Bible states, “He that 

has the Son has life.” We can receive the Son, Jesus Christ, as our Savior by personal faith, by 
trusting in the person of Christ and that His death removes the penalty for our sins.

 B.  John 1:12, “But to all who have received Him—those who believe in His name—He has given 
the right to become God’s children.”

 C.  John 3:16-18, “For this is the way God loved the world: He gave His one and only Son that 
everyone who believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send 
His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world should be saved through Him. 
The one who believes in Him is not condemned. The one who does not believe has been 
condemned already, because He has not believed in the name of the one and only Son of God.”

  Sample Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father,

   1) Thank You for sending Jesus to die on the cross for my sins.  
   2) I acknowledge that I have sinned and that  
   3) I need a savior.  
   4)  I receive Jesus as my Lord and Savior. I invite the Holy Spirit to come inside me, to fill 

me and empower me to live the way You God, have created me to live. Amen.

IV. At the Altar
 A.  Introduce yourself to the inquirer and get the person’s name so you can use it in 

conversation.
 B.  Ask the question: “Have you come forward to personally accept Jesus Christ as your 

Lord and Savior?”
  •  If the inquirer wants to personally accept Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior, encourage 

them to pray a prayer of salvation like the one above or the one on back of the 5-Step 
Prayer Model Card you received.

  •  If the inquirer is not sure they have eternal life and need assurance, ask them: Have you 
committed your life to Christ? If they answer “no,” then take them through the plan for 
salvation. If “yes,” take them through the following verses:

    John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only Son, that whoever 
believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”
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   Q. If you believe in Christ, what can you know with certainty?

   A. I have eternal life.

   1.  John 10:27-29, “My sheep listen to My voice; I know them, and they follow Me. I give 
them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of My hand. 
My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out 
of My Father’s hand.”

   2. What are you promised?

    a. “I give them eternal life.”

    b. “And they shall never perish.”

    c. “No one can snatch them out of my hand.”

    d. “No one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand.”

   I John 5:12-13, “He who has the Son has life; he who does not have the Son of God does not 
have life. These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that 
you may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name of 
the Son of God.”

 C.  If the inquirer has failed in following Christ and they are sorry and ready to come back 
to Him, take them through the following steps:

  1. Confess your sins.

   •  I John 1:9, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins 
and purify us from all unrighteousness.”

   •  “Confess” means to “agree with” God. (e.g., I lied, I cheated, I was unkind, I lost my 
temper.)

  2.  Surrender their life to God’s control.

   •  Romans 6:13, “Do not offer the parts of your body to sin…but rather offer yourselves  
to God.”

  3.  Ask for His strength daily to stay on God’s pathway.

   •  Philippians 4:13, “I can do everything through Him [Christ] who gives me strength.”

V. Follow Up For New Believers 
  Check out the Foundations Classes at Water of Life for helpful insights that can help you to live 

out your newfound faith!

 A. Read your Bible every day to get to know Christ better.
  •  II Timothy 2:15, “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does 

not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”

  •  Psalm 119:105, “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.”
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 B. Talk to God in prayer every day.
  • Matthew 21:22, “And whatever things you ask in prayer, believing, you will receive.”

  •  Philippians 4:6, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, 
with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God.”

 C.  Be baptized, worship, fellowship, and serve with other Christians in a church where 
Christ	is	preached	and	the	Bible	is	the	final	authority.	

  •  Matthew 28:19, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”

  •  Hebrews 10:25, “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of 
some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.”

  •  II Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for 
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness.”

 D.  Tell others about Christ. 
  •  Mark 16:15, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature.”

  •  I Corinthians 9:16, “For if I preach the gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for necessity  
is laid upon me; yes, woe is me if I do not preach the gospel!”

  •  Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God  
to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.”

NOTE: Another great tool to assure someone of his or her salvation is the acronym E.S.P.N. (from 
“How to Share Your Faith”).

E = Eternal Life
S = Sins Forgiven
P = Personal Relationship
N = Never Leave
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SESSION 6: DEVELOP YOUR SPIRITUAL GIFTS 

I.	 The	baptism	or	filling	of	the	Holy	Spirit
	 	 •	 	“The	baptism	with	the	Holy	Spirit	is	a	definite	experience	of	which	one	may	know	

whether he has received it or not.”—R.A. Torrey

  •  Acts 1:4-5 makes this clear or how could the disciples know their waiting was over?

 A. Prepare “your“	heart	and	be	filled	with	the	Spirit.
 B. Ask them if they desire to be baptized or “empowered” by the Holy Spirit.

II. How do we receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit?
 Acts 2:3-7 gives us a picture we can certainly learn from.

 A. First repent—You must be saved to be baptized. This includes three things:
  1. A change of mind/heart about God

  2. A change of mind/heart about Jesus

  3. A change of mind/heart about Sin

 B. Repentance brings the second step; release yourself by faith to Jesus.
  1. “Have faith in God,” (Mark 11:22b).
  2.  “This is the only thing I want to find out from you: did you receive the Spirit by the works 

of the Law, or by hearing with faith?” (Galatians 3:2)
 C.  Be willing to obey Him. “And we are witnesses of these things; and so is the Holy Spirit, 

whom God has given to those who obey Him,” (Acts 5:32). Remember that obedience is not 
doing something for God, but surrendering to Him! (Remember fear kills faith and faith is 
needed for the baptism.)

 D.  Have a desire for Him. “Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and 
cried out, saying, ‘If any man is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.’ ‘He who believes in 
Me, as the Scripture said, from his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.’ But this 
he spoke of the Spirit, whom those who believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was 
not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glorified.” (John 7:37-39)

  1. This thirst should drive you to ask.

  2. Which brings us to the next step…

 E. Asking for the Spirit. Luke 11
  1.  “So if you sinful people know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more 

will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.” (Luke 11:13)
  2. The key is found in verses 1-12. 

    “9And so I tell you, keep on asking, and you will receive what you ask for. Keep on 
seeking, and you will find. Keep on knocking, and the door will be opened to you. 10For 
everyone who asks, receives. Everyone who seeks, finds. And to everyone who knocks, 
the door will be opened.” Ask and keep asking, knock and keep knocking.

  3.  Remember the disciples waited ten days between the promise Jesus gave and the day of 
Pentecost.
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 F.  At the altar, our job is to “lay on hands” (with permission) in accordance with the request and 
ask the Holy Spirit to fall. Expect God to give gifts and power (impartation) during this time 
(1 Tim. 4:14, 2 Tim. 1:6). Do not be concerned if you don’t see results immediately.

III. Receiving Gifts of the Spirit
 A.  Often people will ask for you to pray that the Lord will impart a gift or gifts to them. 

This is good! I Corinthians 14:1, “Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts…”

 B.  Lay hands on them and agree in prayer, believing they will receive what they ask for. 
“Do not neglect the spiritual gift within you, which was bestowed upon you through 
prophetic utterance with the laying on of hands by the presbytery.” (I Timothy 4:14)

   “And for this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you through the 
laying on of my hands.” (II Timothy 1:6)

 C.  If the person desires one of the gifts, pray with them, asking for the gift. The Holy Spirit 
doesn’t need a primer. He is very capable of bestowing His gifts.

IV. Knowing the Word
 A. Scripture Memorization
  1.  Scripture memorization should be a part of every Christian’s life and should be 

accomplished on a continual basis. It is an important aspect of the life of every believer 
who desires to maintain a life of righteousness before God. Psalm 119:11 states, “Thy 
Word Have I Hid In My Heart That I Might Not Sin Against You.” We hide things in our 
hearts by placing them in our minds.

    Jesus provides the best example of the importance of having Scripture memorized in His 
encounter with Satan in the wilderness. To defend against each temptation Jesus quoted 
Scripture from memory preceding each quotation with “It Is Written.” Quoting the 
Scriptures defeats Satan and our adversaries in all cases. 

  2.  The scriptures are described in the book of Ephesians Chapter 6 as our sword in our 
defense against the enemy. This sword needs to be readily available for use without 
needing to obtain a printed copy of the bible. Prior to the modern availability of printed 
Bibles Scripture memorization was the vehicle for teaching, preaching and discipling 
around the world for hundreds of years as parchment copies were rare and expensive. 
People memorizing scriptures in this era were not scholars or teachers but ordinary 
people like us who wanted to please God. The memorization of Scriptures was routine in 
the early church as evidenced by the numerous Old Testament quotations in the 
messages given by the Apostles—who were not known as scholars, but rather as 
fishermen—when	they	were	preaching	and	teaching	(Acts 4:13).

 B. The Process of Memorization 
	 	 1.	 	Many	individuals	state	that	memorization	is	difficult	for	them	but	there	are	methods	that	

enable memorization to occur naturally and effectively with very little work. The key is 
understanding how we remember things and incorporating these as a discipline in our 
life. Many individuals have memorized hundreds of Scriptures and you will be surprised 
how many you will learn with God’s help. Scripture memorization is something that God 
desires and He can direct your mind to be successful.
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   a.  Step 1: Write the scripture to be memorized on a 3 x 5 card with the scripture 
reference at the start of the scripture and again at the end of the scripture. 

     Example: Romans 3:23, “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” 

   b.  Step 2: When memorizing the scripture, always mention the reference at the start 
and end. 

   c.  Step 3: Repeat the scripture in short and focused efforts. Spend at most 5 minutes 
repeating the scripture and then do not think about it for a space of at least 4 hours. 

   d.  Step 4: If the scripture is lengthy, break the memorization into short segments and 
learn the verse a piece at a time. 

     Example: In the above case, the scripture could be divided into two parts. Part 1,“For 
all have sinned,” and Part 2,“and fall short of the glory of God.”

	 	 	 	 Ensure	the	first	segment	is	memorized	before	adding	the	remainder.	

   e.  Step 5: Repeat the scripture during moments when you have spare time. This might 
be	while	getting	gas	for	your	vehicle,	waiting	in	a	grocery	line,	at	the	post	office,	or	
other times. Practice daily until you have the scripture memorized.

   f.  Step 6: Be alert when practicing. Do not attempt to memorize when you are tired or 
distracted. Make the process easy and natural. 

	 	 	 	You	will	find	that	within	a	few	days	you	will	have	the	scripture	effectively	memorized.	
When	you	have	finished	memorizing	one	scripture	then	you	can	move	on	to	the	next	one.	
Take a break of a week or continue if you feel able. Be sure to refresh your already 
memorized scriptures once a month. 

  2. Which Scriptures to start with: 

    When starting on a scripture memorization program, it is best to start with those 
pertaining to the plan of salvation since you may have an opportunity to share this with a 
non-believer. The Romans Road is a good way to start. Here are the verses for the 
Romans Road: 

   •  Romans 3:12, “They have all gone their own way…there is none who does good, no 
not one.”

   •  Romans 3:23a, “For all have sinned, and fall short of the glory of the Lord.” 

   •  Romans 6:23a, “For the wages of sin is death…”

   •  Romans 6:23b, “…but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”

   •  Romans 5:8, “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were 
still sinners, Christ died for us.”

   •  Romans 10:13, “For whoever calls upon the name of Lord shall be saved.”

   •  Romans 10:9, “That if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your 
heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.”

  3. Other verses that can be helpful to memorize:

   •  John 1:12, “But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become 
children of God.”

   •  John 3:16, “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life.”
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   •  Revelation 3:20, “Behold, I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice 
and opens the door, I will come in to him and dine with him, and he with Me.”

   Once you have learned these verses then begin to learn those verses that have personal 
meaning to you.

V. Common Questions
 A. Does everyone get healed?
  1.  In the New Testament, Jesus healed those who came to Him. No one was turned away 

(Matthew 4:23-24; Mark 1:32-34; Luke 6:17-19). At Nazareth, He did not do many 
mighty works because of their unbelief (Matthew 13:53-58). So we know at times there 
are things that hinder people from getting healed. When ministering to people we need 
to focus on what God is doing, not on what it seems like He isn’t doing. God is always 
doing something!

    We want to support all who are in need. One man came to Jesus and said, “if you are 
willing you can make me clean.” Jesus said, “I am willing,” and healed the man (Matthew 
8:2-4).

    In Luke 11:9, Jesus said to keep on knocking and seeking, so we need to encourage 
people to keep knocking and seeking no matter how long they have had their condition. 
Remember the man at the pool of Bethesda had been there 38 years seeking and he 
eventually received his healing.

  2.  Therefore, we will continue to love, encourage, and pray for them. We pray for the day 
when everyone we pray for is healed; in the meantime we want to have compassion and 
to support those who are not healed.

 B. Does every healing happen immediately?
  1.  While most healing recorded in the New Testament happened “immediately” (e.g. Mark 

1:40-42), there are instances where they didn’t; for example, Jesus had to pray twice for 
a blind man after he saw trees walking about like men (Mark 8:22-26). 

    In Mark 5:8, the original language implies that Jesus was continually commanding the 
demon to leave. Then in verse 9, He asks the demon its name and he proceeds to cast 
the demons out.

  2.  Sometimes physical healings are progressive because emotional and other needs must 
first	be	met	(III John 2).

 C. What about the use of medicine?
  1.  Timothy was encouraged to use a little wine for his stomach because of its medicinal 

benefits	(I Timothy 5:23).
  2.  Therefore, it is not wrong to use medicine. God is the source of healing, but He uses 

various means.

 D. What about dying?
  1.  We must accept that there is a time to die; it is appointed unto man once to die 

(Ecclesiastes 3:2, Hebrews 9:27).
  2.  You cannot control the time when you die. However, you do not have to die before your 

time because of sin, or judgment (I Corinthians 11:30). Repentant hearts turn back 
judgment just like the people of Nineveh: they heeded Jonah’s prophecy of the destruction 
of their town, repented and were saved from death (Jonah 3:6-10; Matthew 12:41). 
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Remember: Sickness does not have to cause death, and even then Jesus has control over 
death and can raise the dead (Lazarus—John 11:1-6).

  3.  On the other hand, we need also to be aware of when a sickness is “unto death” and 
minister comfort and courage to the dying.

 E. Is sickness always caused by sin?
  1.  The Bible teaches that some sickness is caused by sin (e.g. the lame man in John 5:14 

and Acts 10:38). In other instances Jesus makes it clear that there was no sin connection 
(e.g. the blind man in John 9:1-7).

  2.  Although sickness comes ultimately because of the curse of sin, not all sickness is caused 
by	specific	sins.

 F. What about believers who do not get healed?
  •  In Heaven, all believers will be healed. Here on earth we need to seek God’s grace, 

comfort and mercy until we are healed either here and now or then and there. 
(Revelation 21:4)
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APPENDIX A: RESOURCE SCRIPTURES BY TOPIC
WOL Core Values

Luke 4:18-19, “The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring Good News to 
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the 
oppressed will be set free, and that the time of the LORD’s favor has come.”

Ephesians 4:11-13, “Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, 
the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. 12 Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do 
his work and build up the church, the body of Christ. 13 This will continue until we all come to such 
unity in our faith and knowledge of God’s Son that we will be mature in the Lord, measuring up to 
the full and complete standard of Christ.”

I Peter 1:22, “You were cleansed from your sins when you obeyed the truth, so now you must show 
sincere love to each other as brothers and sisters. Love each other deeply with all your heart.”

Matthew 28:18-20, “Jesus came and told his disciples, ‘I have been given all authority in heaven 
and on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have 
given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.’”

Acts 1:8, “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my 
witnesses, telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to 
the ends of the earth.”

James 2:15-17, “Suppose you see a brother or sister who has no food or clothing, and you say, 
‘Good-bye and have a good day; stay warm and eat well’—but then you don’t give that person any 
food or clothing. What good does that do? So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it 
produces good deeds, it is dead and useless.”

I John 3:17, “If someone has enough money to live well and sees a brother or sister in need but 
shows no compassion—how can God’s love be in that person?”

Matthew 25:31-40, “But when the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then 
he will sit upon his glorious throne. All the nations will be gathered in his presence, and he will 
separate the people as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. He will place the sheep at 
his right hand and the goats at his left. “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who 
are blessed by my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the creation of the world. For I 
was hungry, and you fed me. I was thirsty, and you gave me a drink. I was a stranger, and you invited 
me into your home. I was naked, and you gave me clothing. I was sick, and you cared for me. I was in 
prison, and you visited me.’ “Then these righteous ones will reply, ‘Lord, when did we ever see you 
hungry and feed you? Or thirsty and give you something to drink? Or a stranger and show you 
hospitality? Or naked and give you clothing? When did we ever see you sick or in prison and visit 
you?’ “And the King will say, ‘I tell you the truth, when you did it to one of the least of these my 
brothers and sisters, you were doing it to me!’”
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Acts 2:42, “All the believers devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching, and to fellowship, and to 
sharing in meals (including the Lord’s Supper), and to prayer.”

Ephesians 2:19, “So now you Gentiles are no longer strangers and foreigners. You are citizens along 
with all of God’s holy people. You are members of God’s family.”

Psalm 133:1-3, “How wonderful and pleasant it is when brothers live together in harmony! For 
harmony is as precious as the anointing oil that was poured over Aaron’s head, that ran down his 
beard and onto the border of his robe. Harmony is as refreshing as the dew from Mount Hermon 
that falls on the mountains of Zion. And there the LORD has pronounced his blessing, even life 
everlasting.”

The Call of God

Genesis 12:1-3, “The LORD had said to Abram, ‘Leave your native country, your relatives, and your 
father’s family, and go to the land that I will show you. I will make you into a great nation. I will bless 
you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to others. I will bless those who bless you and 
curse those who treat you with contempt. All the families on earth will be blessed through you.’”

Luke 4:18-19, “The Spirit of the LORD is upon me, for he has anointed me to bring Good News to 
the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be released, that the blind will see, that the 
oppressed will be set free, and that the time of the LORD’s favor has come.”

Exodus 34:6-7, “The LORD passed in front of Moses, calling out, ‘Yahweh! The LORD! The God of 
compassion and mercy! I am slow to anger and filled with unfailing love and faithfulness. I lavish 
unfailing love to a thousand generations. I forgive iniquity, rebellion, and sin. But I do not excuse the 
guilty. I lay the sins of the parents upon their children and grandchildren; the entire family is 
affected—even children in the third and fourth generations.’”

All Healing Has Purpose

Hebrew 2:4, “And God confirmed the message by giving signs and wonders and various miracles 
and gifts of the Holy Spirit whenever he chose.”

John 9:1-3, “As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been blind from birth. ‘Rabbi,’ his 
disciples asked him, ‘why was this man born blind? Was it because of his own sins or his parents’ 
sins?’ ‘It was not because of his sins or his parents’ sins,’ Jesus answered. ‘This happened so the 
power of God could be seen in him.’”

I Peter 4:11, “Do you have the gift of speaking? Then speak as though God himself were speaking 
through you. Do you have the gift of helping others? Do it with all the strength and energy that God 
supplies. Then everything you do will bring glory to God through Jesus Christ. All glory and power 
to him forever and ever! Amen.”
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How Do We Minister?

Matthew 9:35-38, “Jesus traveled through all the towns and villages of that area, teaching in the 
synagogues and announcing the Good News about the Kingdom. And he healed every kind of 
disease and illness. When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them because they were 
confused and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. He said to his disciples, ‘The harvest is great, 
but the workers are few. So pray to the Lord who is in charge of the harvest; ask him to send more 
workers into his fields.’”

Using Scripture as Our “Plumb Line”

Psalm 119:105, “Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path.”

II Timothy 3:16-17, “All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to 
make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do 
what is right. God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.”

Using Wisdom to Know

Isaiah 55:8, “‘My thoughts are nothing like your thoughts,’ says the LORD. ‘And my ways are far 
beyond anything you could imagine.”

I Corinthians 8:1c, “…But while knowledge makes us feel important, it is love that strengthens the 
church.”

Jeremiah 17:9, “The human heart is the most deceitful of all things and desperately wicked. Who 
really knows how bad it is?”

In the Power of the Holy Spirit

Galatians 3:1-5, “Oh, foolish Galatians! Who has cast an evil spell on you? For the meaning of Jesus 
Christ’s death was made as clear to you as if you had seen a picture of his death on the cross. Let me 
ask you this one question: Did you receive the Holy Spirit by obeying the law of Moses? Of course 
not! You received the Spirit because you believed the message you heard about Christ. How foolish 
can you be? After starting your Christian lives in the Spirit, why are you now trying to become perfect 
by your own human effort? Have you experienced so much for nothing? Surely it was not in vain, was 
it? I ask you again, does God give you the Holy Spirit and work miracles among you because you 
obey the law? Of course not! It is because you believe the message you heard about Christ.”

Galatians 3:14, “Through Christ Jesus, God has blessed the Gentiles with the same blessing he 
promised to Abraham, so that we who are believers might receive the promised Holy Spirit through 
faith.”

Acts 20:35, “And I have been a constant example of how you can help those in need by working 
hard. You should remember the words of the Lord Jesus: ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.’”
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Our Values

Acts 4:8, “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers and elders of our people...”

Acts 20:23, “...except that the Holy Spirit tells me in city after city that jail and suffering lie ahead.”

Acts 21:11, “He came over, took Paul’s belt, and bound his own feet and hands with it. Then he said, 
‘The Holy Spirit declares, “So shall the owner of this belt be bound by the Jewish leaders in 
Jerusalem and turned over to the Gentiles.”’”

Mark 3:1-6, “Jesus went into the synagogue again and noticed a man with a deformed hand. Since 
it was the Sabbath, Jesus’ enemies watched him closely. If he healed the man’s hand, they planned to 
accuse him of working on the Sabbath. Jesus said to the man with the deformed hand, ‘Come and 
stand in front of everyone.’ Then he turned to his critics and asked, ‘Does the law permit good deeds 
on the Sabbath, or is it a day for doing evil? Is this a day to save life or to destroy it?’ But they wouldn’t 
answer him. He looked around at them angrily and was deeply saddened by their hard hearts. Then 
he said to the man, ‘Hold out your hand.’ So the man held out his hand, and it was restored! At once 
the Pharisees went away and met with the supporters of Herod to plot how to kill Jesus.”

Romans 12:9-11, “Don’t just pretend to love others. Really love them. Hate what is wrong. Hold 
tightly to what is good. Love each other with genuine affection, and take delight in honoring each 
other. Never be lazy, but work hard and serve the Lord enthusiastically.”

Romans 12:15, “Be happy with those who are happy, and weep with those who weep.”

Galatians 6:1-2, “Dear brothers and sisters, if another believer is overcome by some sin, you who 
are godly should gently and humbly help that person back onto the right path. And be careful not to 
fall into the same temptation yourself. Share each other’s burdens, and in this way obey the law of 
Christ.”

Ephesians 4:11-12, “Now these are the gifts Christ gave to the church: the apostles, the prophets, 
the evangelists, and the pastors and teachers. Their responsibility is to equip God’s people to do his 
work and build up the church, the body of Christ.”

Nehemiah 9:17, “They refused to obey and did not remember the miracles you had done for them. 
Instead, they became stubborn and appointed a leader to take them back to their slavery in Egypt! 
But you are a God of forgiveness, gracious and merciful, slow to become angry, and rich in unfailing 
love. You did not abandon them...”

Matthew 6:15, “But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.”

A Servant’s Heart Demonstrated By

Proverbs 3:34, “The LORD mocks the mockers but is gracious to the humble.”

James 4:6, “But he gives us even more grace to stand against such evil desires. As the Scriptures 
say, ‘God opposes the proud but favors the humble.’”
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I Peter 5:5, “In the same way, you younger men must accept the authority of the elders. And all of 
you, serve each other in humility, for ‘God opposes the proud but favors the humble.’”

John 14: 23-26, “Jesus replied, ‘All who love me will do what I say. My Father will love them, and we 
will come and make our home with each of them. Anyone who doesn’t love me will not obey me. 
And remember, my words are not my own. What I am telling you is from the Father who sent me. I 
am telling you these things now while I am still with you. But when the Father sends the Advocate as 
my representative—that is, the Holy Spirit—he will teach you everything and will remind you of 
everything I have told you.’”

John 15:10, “When you obey my commandments, you remain in my love, just as I obey my Father’s 
commandments and remain in his love.”

Luke 5:11, “And as soon as they landed, they left everything and followed Jesus.”

Luke 9:23, “Then he said to the crowd, ‘If any of you wants to be my follower, you must turn from 
your selfish ways, take up your cross daily, and follow me.’”

Romans 13:8, “Owe nothing to anyone—except for your obligation to love one another. If you love 
your neighbor, you will fulfill the requirements of God’s law.”

Acts 2:37-39, “Peter’s words pierced their hearts, and they said to him and to the other apostles, 
‘Brothers, what should we do?’ Peter replied, ‘Each of you must repent of your sins and turn to God, 
and be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. This promise is to you, and to your children, and even to the Gentiles—all 
who have been called by the Lord our God.’”

Proverbs 15:33, “Fear of the LORD teaches wisdom; humility precedes honor.”

I Timothy 1:12-14, “I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength to do his work. He 
considered me trustworthy and appointed me to serve him, even though I used to blaspheme the 
name of Christ. In my insolence, I persecuted his people. But God had mercy on me because I did it 
in ignorance and unbelief. Oh, how generous and gracious our Lord was! He filled me with the faith 
and love that come from Christ Jesus.”

Hebrews 11:6, “And it is impossible to please God without faith. Anyone who wants to come to him 
must believe that God exists and that he rewards those who sincerely seek him.”

Hebrew 3:12-14, “Be careful then, dear brothers and sisters. Make sure that your own hearts are not 
evil and unbelieving, turning you away from the living God. You must warn each other every day, 
while it is still ‘today,’ so that none of you will be deceived by sin and hardened against God. For if 
we are faithful to the end, trusting God just as firmly as when we first believed, we will share in all 
that belongs to Christ.”

Proverbs 10:17, “People who accept discipline are on the pathway to life, but those who ignore 
correction will go astray.”
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Characteristics of a Close Relationship with God

Mark 1:35, “Before daybreak the next morning, Jesus got up and went out to an isolated place to 
pray.”

Psalm 1:1-3, “Oh, the joys of those who do not follow the advice of the wicked, or stand around with 
sinners, or join in with mockers. But they delight in the law of the LORD, meditating on it day and 
night. They are like trees planted along the riverbank, bearing fruit each season. Their leaves never 
wither, and they prosper in all they do.”

Matthew 6:14-15, “If you forgive those who sin against you, your heavenly Father will forgive you. 
But if you refuse to forgive others, your Father will not forgive your sins.”

Matthew 18:21-22, “Then Peter came to him and asked, ‘Lord, how often should I forgive someone 
who sins against me? Seven times?’ ‘No, not seven times,’ Jesus replied, ‘but seventy times seven!’”

II Corinthians 2:10-11, “When you forgive this man, I forgive him, too. And when I forgive whatever 
needs to be forgiven, I do so with Christ’s authority for your benefit, so that Satan will not outsmart 
us. For we are familiar with his evil schemes.”

Matthew 3:2, “Repent of your sins and turn to God, for the Kingdom of Heaven is near.”

Luke 13:2-3, “‘Do you think those Galileans were worse sinners than all the other people from 
Galilee?’ Jesus asked. ‘Is that why they suffered? Not at all! And you will perish, too, unless you 
repent of your sins and turn to God.’”

Revelation 3:19, “I correct and discipline everyone I love. So be diligent and turn from your 
indifference.”

Acts 4:31, “After this prayer, the meeting place shook, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit. 
Then they preached the word of God with boldness.”

Acts 13:9, “Saul, also known as Paul, was filled with the Holy Spirit, and he looked the sorcerer in  
the eye.”

Ephesians 5:18, “Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, be filled with the 
Holy Spirit...”

Romans 8:14, “For all who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God.”

Matthew 7:15-20, “Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are really 
vicious wolves. You can identify them by their fruit, that is, by the way they act. Can you pick grapes 
from thorn bushes, or figs from thistles? A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree produces 
bad fruit. A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit. So every 
tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown into the fire. Yes, just as you can 
identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by their actions.”
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Ministering at the Altar

I Peter 4:10-11, “God has given each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them 
well to serve one another. Do you have the gift of speaking? Then speak as though God himself 
were speaking through you. Do you have the gift of helping others? Do it with all the strength and 
energy that God supplies. Then everything you do will bring glory to God through Jesus Christ. All 
glory and power to him forever and ever! Amen.”

I Timothy 5:22, “Never be in a hurry about appointing a church leader. Do not share in the sins of 
others. Keep yourself pure.”

Commission to Minister to Others

James 5:15, “Such a prayer offered in faith will heal the sick, and the Lord will make you well. And if 
you have committed any sins, you will be forgiven.”

Romans 12:3-8, “Because of the privilege and authority God has given me, I give each of you this 
warning: Don’t think you are better than you really are. Be honest in your evaluation of yourselves, 
measuring yourselves by the faith God has given us. Just as our bodies have many parts and each 
part has a special function, so it is with Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we all 
belong to each other. In his grace, God has given us different gifts for doing certain things well. So if 
God has given you the ability to prophesy, speak out with as much faith as God has given you. If your 
gift is serving others, serve them well. If you are a teacher, teach well. If your gift is to encourage 
others, be encouraging. If it is giving, give generously. If God has given you leadership ability, take 
the responsibility seriously. And if you have a gift for showing kindness to others, do it gladly.”
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APPENDIX B: RECOMMENDED READING

Abide in Christ by Andrew Murray

Absolute Surrender by Andrew Murray

Bondage Breaker by Neil Anderson

Christ the Healer by F.F. Bosworth

Christianity with Power by Charles Kraft

Healing for Damaged Emotions by David Seamands

Power Evangelism by John Wimber

Power Healing by John Wimber

Secret Power by D.L. Moody

Surprised by the Spirit by Jack Deer

The Person and Work of the Holy Spirit by R.A. Torrey

The Spirit of Christ by Andrew Murray

Victory Over Darkness by Neil Anderson
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APPENDIX C: THE MINISTRY AND GIFTS OF THE 
HOLY SPIRIT

Written by Pastor Dan Carroll for Water of Life Community Church

I. Baptism of the Holy Spirit
 A.  We believe in the work and ministry of the Holy Spirit, that all believers receive the 

Holy Spirit at their rebirth.
   “However, you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. 

But if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong to Him.” Romans 8:9
 B.  We believe in the ongoing need of all Christians to be baptized in the Holy Spirit. That 

is	to	be	touched,	filed	and	renewed	experientially	by	the	Holy	Spirit.
   “And when the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And 

suddenly there came from Heaven a noise like a violent, rushing wind, and it filled the whole 
house where they were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues as of fire distributing 
themselves, and they rested on each one of them. And they were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak with other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them utterance.” Acts 2:1-4

 C.  We do not believe that there are two tiers in Christianity: those baptized in the Holy 
Spirit and those who are not. Rather, we believe that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is 
given primarily to empower the believer to do ministry more fruitfully.

   “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you: and you shall be my 
witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of 
the earth.” Acts 1:8

 D.  We believe that historically the only renewal the evangelical church has experienced has 
come	through	the	“filling”	or	“baptism”	that	Jesus	alone	can	give.	(John	1:33) Godly 
men such as D.L. Moody, R.A. Torrey, Dr. Martyn Lloyd Jones, Jonathan Edward, Andrew 
Murray and John Wesley all experienced this power. R.A. Torrey, Dean of Moody Bible 
Institute and Biola College said, “I sought earnestly that I might be baptized with the Holy 
Spirit…the result was a transformed Christian life and a transformed ministry.”

 E.  We believe that this baptism is usually separate and distinct from the salvation 
experience, yet they may happen simultaneously. 

  “Now you are clean through the word which I have spoken to you.” John 15:3
  He breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” John 20:22b
   “Receive” in the Greek text is always imperative and this tense never has a future meaning. 

So Jesus was not dealing with Pentecost but with salvation.

   Acts 1:4 then tells the disciples to tarry until they are baptized with the Holy Spirit. Jesus 
clearly emphasized the salvation of His disciples with the Holy Spirit before Pentecost, and 
that this power would come at Pentecost. “For John baptized with water, but you shall be 
baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

   And so when they had come together, they were asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it this time You 
are restoring the kingdom of Israel?”
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   “He said to them, ‘It is not for you to know times or epochs which the Father has fixed by his 
own authority; but you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you 
shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the 
remotest part of the earth.’” Acts 1:5-8

 F.  We believe the baptism of the Holy Spirit was clearly part of a New Testament 
believer’s life as it ought to be today.

   “Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, 
they sent them Peter and John, who came down and prayed for them, that they might 
receive the Holy Spirit. For He had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had simply been 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they began laying their hands on them, and 
they were receiving the Holy Spirit.” Acts 8:14-17

   “And Ananias departed and entered the house, and after laying his hands on him said, 
‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road by which you were coming, 
has sent me so that you may regain your sight, and be filled with the Holy Spirit.’” Acts 9:17

   “While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who were 
listening to the message. And all the circumcised believers who had come with Peter were 
amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out upon the Gentiles also, for 
they were hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God. Then Peter answered, 
‘Surely no one can refuse the water for them to be baptized who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we did, can he?’ And he ordered them to be baptized in the name of Jesus 
Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days.” Acts 10:44-48

   “And it came about that while Apollos was at Corinth, Paul having passed through the upper 
country came to Ephesus, and found some disciples, and he said to them, ‘Did you receive 
the Holy Spirit when you believed?’ And they said to him, ‘No, we have not even heard 
whether there is a Holy Spirit.’ And he said, ‘Into what then were you baptized?’ And they 
said, ‘Into John’s baptism.’ And Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of repentance, 
telling the people to believe in Him who was coming after him, that is, in Jesus.’ And when 
they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid 
his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began speaking with tongues 
and prophesying. And there were in all about twelve men.” Acts 19:1-7

	 G.	 	We	believe	that	this	baptism	or	filling	should	be	an	ongoing	part	of	the	Christian	life,	not	
just	a	“one	time	experience.”	Peter,	for	example,	was	touched,	baptized,	and	filled	no	
less than three times, we are told of in the Book of Acts. Acts 2:1,4; Acts 4:8; Acts 4:31

 H.  We believe that Jesus gives the Holy Spirit to those that ask and keep asking, to those 
that seek Jesus, not His gifts or power.

   “And I say to you, ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and you shall find; knock, and it 
shall be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks finds; and to him 
who knocks, it shall be opened. Now suppose one of you fathers is asked by his son for a 
fish; he will not give him a snake instead of a fish, will he? Or if he is asked for an egg, he will 
not give him a scorpion will he? If you then being evil, know how to give good gifts to your 
children, how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask 
Him?” Luke 11:9-13

 I.  We believe that baptism of the Holy Spirit will be followed by a release of charismata  
or sign gifts. This may or may not include speaking in tongues, but surely we should 
expect miraculous things to follow as they did in the New Testament.
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   “But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. For to one is 
given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge 
according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of 
healing by the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, 
and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to 
another the interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all these things, 
distributing to each one individually just as He wills.” I Corinthians 12:7-11

II. Prophecy
 A.  We believe in the New Testament use of prophecy as outlined in I Corinthians 12, 13, 

and 14. This would include the public use of prophecy as outlined in I Corinthians 14:26-33 
and the more private ministry of the gift of knowledge or “word of knowledge or wisdom” 
found in I Corinthians 12:8.

   “For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit.” I Corinthians 12:8

	 B.	 	We	believe	that	the	gift	of	prophecy	is	used	for	edification,	exhortation	and	consolation	
as found in I Corinthians 14:3, i.e., to build up, encourage and console. That it must be 
used within biblical guidelines of I Corinthians 12, 13, and 14. This includes being kind, 
gentle and loving when exercising the gift of prophecy.

 C.  We believe that our “prophetic words” must not trap others into a course of action, 
“God says you must do this or that.” Rather they must remain open to the possibility of at 
least partial error, “I think God may be saying this to you,” ‘Does that make any sense?’  
(I Corinthians 13:8-9) “We know in part and we prophesy in part.”

	 D.	 	We	believe	that	gift	of	prophecy	ought	to	be	used	to	“confirm”	what	God	is	doing	in	you	
already.	If	not,	put	the	word	on	the	“shelf”	for	later	reference,	but	don’t	try	to	be	self-fulfilling	
or living under what was spoken by another person. Remember New Testament believers 
(including you) were given the Holy Spirit and the Bible to guide you daily in all you do.

 E.  We believe only those whose lives and gifting we know, ought to exercise the gift of 
prophecy in a public assembly.	We	would	in	no	way	seek	to	hinder	the	flow	of	the	Spirit	of	
God by telling you not to prophesy. However, if you are new to this assembly or are unsure 
that what you feel led to speak is from God, please take the word to a Pastor or Elder so that 
they can decide a course of action at that time.

III. Prayer For Healing
 A.  We believe in praying for healing of the sick, and emotionally and spiritually wounded.
   “Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the church, and let them pray over 

him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord.” James 5:14
 B.  We believe that laying on of hands is often appropriate during prayer. 
   “And he has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him, so that 

he might regain his sight.” Acts 9:12
 C.  We believe that concerted, pointed prayer for freedom or “deliverance” from demonic 

spirits is biblical and often appropriate, but we ask that this always be overseen by a 
trained leader or Pastor, and that it be done with great sensitivity both to the Holy 
Spirit and person involved.
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IV. We Believe in the Gift of Tongues
 A.  That there are three ways of expression for this gift’s use:
  1. To build up the person using the gift as they pray.

    “For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men, but to God; for no one 
understands, but in his spirit he speaks mysteries. But one who prophesies speaks to men 
for edification and exhortation and consolation. One who speaks in a tongue edifies 
himself; but one who prophesies edifies the church.” I Corinthians 14:2-4

    “For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful. What is the outcome 
then? I shall pray with the spirit and I shall pray with the mind also; I shall sing with the 
spirit and I shall sing with the mind also.” I Corinthians 14:14-15

  2.  The public use of the gift of tongues. This use must always be followed by an interpretation.

    “But now, brethren, if I come to you speaking in tongues, what shall I profit you, unless I 
speak to you either by way of revelation or of knowledge or of prophesy or of teaching?” 
I Corinthian 14:12

    “What is the outcome then, brethren? When you assemble, each one has a psalm, has a 
teaching, has a revelation, has a tongue, has an interpretation. Let all things be done for 
edification. If anyone speaks in a tongue, it should be by two or at the most three, and 
each in turn, and let one interpret; but if there is not an interpreter, let him keep silent in 
the church; and let him speak to himself and to God.” I Corinthians 14:26-28

  3. The gift of tongues when used to “sing with the spirit.”

    “What is the outcome then? I shall pray with the spirit and I shall pray with the mind also;  
I shall sing with the spirit and I shall sing with the mind also.” I Corinthians 14:15

    “Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men, but as wise, making the most of 
your time, because the days are evil. So then do not be foolish, but understand what the 
will of the Lord is. And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled 
with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
and making melody with your heart to the Lord; always giving thanks for all things in the 
name of our Lord Jesus Christ to God, even the Father.” Ephesians 5:15-20

V. Use of Gifts
  We believe all gifts should be used in an orderly and biblical fashion (I Corinthians 14:26-33). 

Yet we know when people exercise any gift from God there will be times they misuse those gifts. 
We	do	not	believe	that	the	exercise	of	charismata	necessarily	reflects	or	indicates	spiritual	
maturity. It is our job as Elders and Pastors to kindly give instruction here, and not to throw out 
the use of gifts, because some would abuse them, anymore than we would throw out grace 
because some will “sin that grace may abound.”
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