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SESSION 1: THE HOLY SPIRIT
Introduction
When we were born again, we became spiritually alive. We have a soul and spirit, not only a body; 
hence, we are a spiritual being. Every day of our life, we are to live in communion with God and be 
in a position to minister to others through the use of the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

During this class you will learn how to operate in the gifts of the Holy Spirit as a way of life. The gifts 
of the Spirit were intended for the building up of others and for our own personal growth. 

I. Knowing the Holy Spirit
The Holy Spirit is a real person. We must get to know Him in a personal and intimate way. Paul wrote 
of the communion or fellowship of the Holy Spirit in his letter to the Church of Corinth.

“The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be 
with you all.” II Corinthians 13:14b

 A. New Way of Living

	 	 1.	 The	gifts	of	the	Holy	Spirit	provide	a	whole	new	way	of	living	for	the	Spirit-filled	believer.

   a.  Even as Peter got out of his boat and walked on the water to Jesus, we are to step 
out of our comfort zones and walk on “spiritual waters.”

   b. We are to live in the Spirit and operate in the spiritual gifts daily.

    • “Pursue love, yet desire earnestly spiritual gifts…” I Corinthians 14:1

  2.  “‘And it shall be in the last days,’ God says, “That I will pour forth of My Spirit on all 
mankind; and your sons an your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; even on My bondslaves, both men and 
women I will in those days pour forth of My Spirit and they shall prophesy.” Acts 2:17-18

  3. Resurrection power is for those who believe. 

   “but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you…” Acts 1:8a

 B. Jesus Ministered by the Holy Spirit

  1.  According to Philippians 2:5, 8, when Jesus came to this earth, He humbled Himself and 
came as a man.

   a.  He temporarily laid aside His rights and privileges as God and lived on this earth as a 
man. 

	 	 	 b.	 There	were	no	miracles	recorded	during	the	first	thirty	years	of	His	life.
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SESSION 1

   c.  When He was baptized by John, according to Mark 1:10-11, then the Holy Spirit 
came upon Him.

     “And immediately, coming up from the water, He saw the heavens parting and the 
Spirit descending upon Him like a dove.” Mark 1:10

  2.  Jesus, our example, anointed by the Holy Spirit, began to operate in the spiritual gifts of 
the Holy Spirit. 

   •  “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the gospel 
to the poor. He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the 
captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed.” 
Luke 4:18

 C. The Same Power Is Available for Us Today

  1.  “And what is the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to 
the working of His mighty power, which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from 
the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places.” Ephesians 1:19-20

  2.  “And behold, I am sending forth the promise of My Father upon you; but you are to stay 
in the city until you are clothed with power from on high.” Luke 24:49

 Going Deeper—If this power is for today, why aren’t most believers experiencing this power?

II. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit

 A.  It Was Prophesied

  1.  John said, “I indeed baptize you with water, but One mightier than I is coming, whose 
sandal straps I am not worthy to loose. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 
Luke 3:16b

  2.  Jesus exclaimed, “You shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now!” 
Acts 1:8
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  3.  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit occurs at salvation and the baptism of the Holy Spirit 
may or may not occur at salvation. For most, it is a subsequent event. 

 B. It Is the Power to Be His Witnesses

   “But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be 
witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 
Acts 1:8

   •  Power—The Greek word is dunamis the same word used for Jesus’ miracles in the 
Gospels.

 C.  It Began on the Day of Pentecost

  1.  “Now when the day of Pentecost had fully come, they were all with one accord in one 
place. And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing mighty wind, and it 
filled the whole house where they were sitting. Then there appeared to them divided 
tongues, as of fire, and one sat upon each of them. And they were all filled with other 
tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.” Acts 2:1-4

  2. Peter declared to others, “…you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.” Acts 2:38b

 D. The Samaritans Received this Gift

  1.  “Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, 
they sent them Peter and John, who came down and prayed for them that they might 
receive the Holy Spirit. For He had not yet fallen upon any of them; they had simply been 
baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. Then they began laying hands on them, and they 
were receiving the Holy Spirit.” Acts 8:14-17

  2. It is a gift. We do not have to work for it.

 E. The Gentiles Received this Gift

  1.  “While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who heard 
the word. And those of the circumcision who believed were astonished, as many as came 
with Peter, because the gift of the Holy Spirit had been poured out on the Gentiles also. 
For they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God.” Acts 10:44-46a

  2. All we have to do today is receive the gift.

 F. The Ephesians Received this Gift

  1.  “He said to them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?’ And they said to 
him, ‘We have not so much as heard whether there is a Holy Spirit: And he said to them, 
‘Into what then were you baptized?’ So they said, ‘Into John’s baptism.’ The Paul said, 
‘John indeed baptized with a baptism of repentance, saying to the people that they 
should believe on Him who would come after him, that is, on Christ Jesus.’ When they 
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heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when Paul had laid 
hands on them the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and 
prophesied.” Acts 19:2-6

  2.  Just as for the Ephesians, there is a distinction between baptism with water, which is 
associated with conversion, and baptism in the Holy Spirit, which is associated with 
empowerment.

III.  Receiving the Fullness of the Holy Spirit (Review of MGHS I)
“Therefore let us leave the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to maturity, not laying again a 
foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, and of instruction about 
washings, the laying of hands…” Hebrews 6:1 (ESV)

“Do not neglect the spiritual gift you received through the prophecies spoken to you when the 
elders of the church laid their hands on you. Give complete attention to these matters. Throw 
yourself into your tasks so that everyone will see your progress.” I Timothy 4:14-15

Just as scripture instructs us, today we have asked some of our leaders and intercessors to come lay 
hands on you and pray for you. They will be praying for three areas: 

	 	 •	 the	baptism	or	infilling	of	the	Holy	Spirit	
  • the impartation of gifts 
  • prophesying into your destiny and calling

 A. How to Receive the Baptism of the Spirit

  1. Repentance	is	the	first	step,	because	the	Holy	Spirit	is	given	to	believers.

    “And I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, that He may be with you 
forever; that is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it does not 
behold Him or know Him but you know Him because He abides with you, and will be in 
you.” John 14:16-17

   Spend time in confession and allow the Spirit to search your heart.

    “Search me, O God, and know my heart; Try me and know my anxious thoughts; and see 
if there be any hurtful way in me, and lead me in the everlasting way.” Psalm 139:23-24

  2. Asking	is	the	second	condition	for	Spirit	filled	living.

    “For everyone who asks, receives; and he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it 
shall be opened…If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, 
how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” 
Luke 11:10, 13

   There must be a hunger and thirst.

SESSION 1
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    “Now in the last day, the great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried out saying, ‘If 
anyone is thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. He who believes in Me, as the Scripture 
said, “From his innermost being shall flow rivers of living water.”’ But this He spoke of the 
Spirit, whom those who believed in Him where to receive, for the Spirit, whom those who 
believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit was not given, because Jesus was not yet 
glorified.” John 7:37-39

    “As the deer pants for the water brooks, so pants my soul for You, O God. My soul thirsts 
for God, for the living God.” Psalm 42:1, 2a

    Receiving is not active, but passive. The Bible unequivocally declares, “Be filled with the 
Spirit” (Ephesians 5:18b).	The	verb	(for	“be	filled”)	is	in	the	passive	voice,	it	is	clear	that	
being	filled	with	the	Spirit	is	not	something	the	Christian	achieves	through	his/her	own	
efforts,	but	is	something	that	is	done	for	him/her	and	to	which	he/she	submits.	In	other	
words, the believer positions themselves to receive but Jesus is the Baptizer!

    “And I did not recognize Him, but He who sent me to baptize in water said to me, ‘He 
upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes 
with the Holy Spirit.’” John 1:33

  3.  Keep Asking: Everyone who asks receives, but clearly Scripture teaches us to be 
persistent in prayer.

    “And He said to them, ‘Suppose one of you shall have a friend and shall go to him at midnight, 
and say to him, “Friend, lend me three loaves; for a friend of mine has come to me from  
a journey, and I have nothing to set before him;” and from the inside he shall answer and 
say, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been shut and my children and I are in bed; 
I cannot get up and give you anything.” I tell you, even though he will not get up and give 
him anything because he is his friend, yet because of his persistence he will get up and 
give him as much as he needs. And say to you, ask, and it shall be given to you; seek, and 
you shall find; knock, and it shall be opened to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and 
he who seeks, finds; and to him who knocks, it shall be opened.’” Luke 11:5-10

    This principle of continued asking is called “importunity” and it is taught by Jesus in Luke 
18:1-7 as well as Mark 7:24-30. John 1:33 teaches that Jesus is the one who baptizes us 
in the Holy Spirit and He is also the one who said to be persistent…keep asking, this is 
“keep on keeping on.”

  4.  Invite Leadership	to	pray	for	you	specifically	in	regards	to	the	baptism	with	the	Holy	
Spirit. This often includes the laying on of hands as a means of impartation.

    “Now when the apostle in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, 
they sent them Peter and John, who came down and prayed for them, that they might 
receive the Holy Spirit.” Acts 8: 14-15

    “And when they heard this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. And when 
Paul had laid his hands upon them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they began 
speaking with tongues and prophesying.” Acts 19:5-6

SE
SS

IO
N 

1



GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT—SESSIONS 1-6 11

  5. Keep your heart filled with faith and anticipation

    “Therefore I say to you, all things for which you pray and ask, believe that you have 
received them, and they shall be granted you.” Mark 11:24

    “That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with 
power through His Spirit in the inner man.” Ephesians 3:16

Clinic: 
Students in this Class May Be at Different Places

This material is review of MGHS I. Call for the facilitators to join in this session. Ministry time shall 
consist	of	empowerment	and	prayer	for	the	filling	of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	the	following	areas:

  1.  Explanation should be given that there is an initial baptism in the Holy Spirit and  
several	fillings.	

  2. Prayer for the initial baptism of the Spirit for empowerment

  3. The release and activation of the gifts

SESSION 1
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SESSION 2

The Gifts of the Holy Spirit

• Introduction
• Importance of the Gifts
• Motivation for and Operation of the Gifts
• Three Categories of Gifts
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SESSION 2: THE GIFTS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT
Introduction
In lesson one, we spoke of the importance of the baptism of the Holy Spirit and encouraged you to 
seek this empowerment for service and to deepen your relationship with God. In this session, we are 
going to look at an overview of the gifts of the Holy Spirit found in 1 Corinthians 12 and understand 
their proper use in the life of the Church.

I. Importance of the Gifts
The Apostle Paul emphasized the importance of the gifts of the Spirit when he wrote the following to 
the church at Corinth: “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant.”  
I Corinthians 12:1

 A. Nine Gifts of the Spirit

  1.  Paul taught about the varieties of gifts, ministries and effects of the Godhead which he 
calls manifestations.

  2.  “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there are varieties of ministries, 
and the same Lord. There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in 
all persons. But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 
For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another 
gifts of healing by the one Spirit, and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another 
prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, 
and to another the interpretation of tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all 
these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.” I Corinthians 12:4-11

 B. The Gifts Are Intended for All Believers

  1.  Notice that Paul taught in I Corinthians 12:7 that manifestation of the Spirit was given for 
the common good.

   •  The body of Christ will not be built up and thrive to the extent that God intends, 
unless all of the gifts are in operation.

  2.  It is clear from these verses that God has intended that all believers are to be empowered 
by Holy Spirit and should operate as directed by the Holy Spirit in the use of the gifts for 
the building up of others.

 C. Instructions for Public Gatherings

  1.  Each believer is to be involved in operating in the gifts when believers come together in 
a meeting.

   •  As each part of the human body functions as guided by signals from the brain, even 
so, every believer is to operate in the gifts as directed by the Holy Spirit.
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  2.  “But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually 
as He wills. For as the body is one and has many members, but all the members of that 
one body, being many, are one body, so also is Christ.” I Corinthians 12: 11-12

  3.  It is important we learn how to yield to the Holy Spirit and to partner with Him in the 
ministry to people.

II. Motivation for and Operation of the Gifts

 A. For Edification of the Church

  1.  We are to be zealous and earnestly desire that each one of us excel in the operation of all 
these	gifts,	not	so	that	we	look	good,	but	rather	that	the	whole	Church	will	be	edified.

    “So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek to abound for the edification of 
the church.” I Corinthians 14:12

  2. Jesus said that He would build His Church.

	 	 	 a.	 His	Church	is	edified,	or	built	up,	when	these	gifts	are	exercised.

   b.  Instead of being ignorant of these gifts, we must study, practice, and train ourselves 
in their use until we come to a standard of excellence in the working of each and 
every gift.

  3.  When a need exists in people’s lives, or in the body of Christ, we should seek to exercise 
the gift that will most effectively meet that need.

   a.  “As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards of the 
manifold grace of God.” I Peter 4:10

   b. We must always be motivated by God’s love for others and not by our own pride.

 B. Kindle Afresh the Gifts
 
  1.  “For this reason I remind you to kindle afresh the gift of God which is in you through the 

laying on of my hands.” II Timothy 1:6

   •  The operation of these gifts was imparted and activated in Timothy’s life by the laying 
on of Paul’s hands. Now, it was up to Timothy to kindle afresh these gifts and to keep 
them	fanned	into	flame	in	his	own	life	and	ministry.

  2.  “For I long to see you so that I may impart some spiritual gift to you, that you may be 
established.” Romans 1:11

  3. “If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.” Galatians 5:25

   • By so doing, we also will be living and walking in the Spirit (Romans 1:11)

SESSION 2
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III.  Three Categories of Gifts
The nine gifts of the Holy Spirit mentioned in I Corinthians 12:4-11 are important ministry tools  
for every believer. To better understand their functions and how they are to operate in each of our 
lives, we have divided them into three categories, with three gifts in each category. These three 
categories are:

 A. Vocal Gifts (Speaking)

  1.  The vocal gifts are manifestations of the Holy Spirit speaking supernaturally to or through 
us. When this happens, believers are strengthened, encouraged, and comforted, but 
never put under condemnation. 

  2. The Three gifts of vocal inspiration are:

   a. Tongues

   b.  Interpretation of Tongues

   c. Prophecy

 B. Revelation Gifts (Hearing)

  1.  The revelation gifts are manifested as God supernaturally reveals the identity, nature,  
or activity of spirits, or when He supernaturally reveals knowledge or wisdom to His 
people. This revelation comes into our minds through our spirits in the form of a thought, 
impression, feeling, dream or vision. 

  2. The three revelation gifts are: 

	 	 	 •	 The	discerning	of	spirits	(or	distinguishing	between	spirits)

   • The word of knowledge

   • The word of wisdom

 C. Power Gifts (Doing)

	 	 1.	 	The	power	gifts	are	manifested	by	God	releasing	His	supernatural	power	to	work	or	flow	
through us. 

  2. The three power gifts 

   • The gift of faith

   • The gifts of healings

   • The working of miracles
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Clinic
Break Out Session:
 1. Read Romans 1:11 and II Timothy 1:6. How can you stir up the gift of God in you?

	 2.	 Write	your	own	definition	of	each	of	the	nine	gifts	of	the	Spirit	found	in	I Corinthians 12:4-11.

  a. Tongues

  b. Interpretation of Tongues

  c. Prophecy

  d. Distinguishing of Spirits

  e. Word of Knowledge

  f. Word of Wisdom

  g. Gift of Faith

  h. Gifts of Healings

  i. Working of Miracles

SESSION 2
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SESSION 3

Gift of Tongues &  
Gift of Interpretation

• Introduction
•	Gift	of	Tongues	Defined
• Distinctions of the Gift of Tongues 
• Tongues: Man Speaking to God
• Tongues: God Speaking to Men
• Interpretation of Tongues
•  Instructions for Operating in the Gift of Tongues 

& the Gift of Interpretation in Church
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SESSION 3: GIFT OF TONGUES & THE GIFT OF 
INTERPRETATION
Introduction
In this session, we are going to learn how to operate in the vocal gifts of the Holy Spirit. These are 
the gifts of tongues, interpretation of tongues, and prophecy. 

I.	 Gift	of	Tongues	Defined

 A.  The gift of tongues is a supernatural vocal expression of an inspiration given by the 
Holy Spirit, using our natural voice.

  •  This is a spontaneously inspired vocal expression by the Holy Spirit where the normal 
voice is used, but the conscious mind plays no part. The languages spoken or sung are 
entirely unlearned by the speaker. 

II. Distinctions of the Gift of Tongues
A distinction is made in Scriptures between the manifestation of tongues that continues as a form of 
prayer, and the gift of tongues where a message is given supernaturally to believers in order to edify 
the church. One is a language of praise or prayer to God; the other is a message from God to man.

 A.  Speaking in tongues or “praying in the Spirit” is what happens when a Christian 
believer allows the Spirit to guide the form of words he/she speaks. It is cooperation 
with the Spirit of God which enables the believer to pray and sing in an unknown language. 

  “All of them...began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” Acts 2:4

 B.  God speaks to believers through this gift when used with the gift of interpretation. This 
becomes much like gift of prophecy which is intended to edify those who hear.

III.  Tongues: Man Speaking To God 

 A. Tongues of Angels or a Human Language

  1.  The manifestation of tongues could either be the tongues of angels, or it could be 
spoken supernaturally in a human language that is not known by the one who is 
speaking, but may be understood by someone who is listening.

   a.  “If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but do not have love, I have 
become a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal.” I Corinthians 13:1

   b.  “And when this sound occurred, the crowd came together, and were bewildered 
because each one of them was hearing them speak in his own language.
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     They were amazed and astonished, saying, “Why, are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? And how is it that we each hear them in our own language to which we 
were born?...we hear them in our own tongues speaking of the mighty deeds of God.”  
Acts 2:6-8, 11b

 B. Tongues as Prayer and Praise to God

	 	 1.	 	All	Spirit-filled	believers	who	have	had	a	manifestation	of	speaking	in	spiritual	language	
after receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit are to continue daily speaking or singing to 
God in their supernatural language of praise.

   a.  “For one who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God.”  
I Corinthians 14:2a

   b.  “What is the outcome then? I will pray with the spirit and I will pray with the mind also; 
I will sing with the spirit and I will pray with the mind also.” I Corinthians 14:15

  2.  We are built up by speaking in tongues. Paul said, “He who speaks in a tongue edifies 
himself…” I Corinthians 14:4a

  3.  When I pray in a tongue which is in the Spirit, I enter an exciting, powerful, and unlimited 
realm of prayer.

   a. My prayer is no longer limited by my lack of understanding.

   b.  When I pray, the Holy Spirit prays through my spirit in perfect agreement with the will, 
knowledge, understanding, and wisdom of God.

   c.  We are taking the sword of the Spirit, which is the Word of God, and are praying 
always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit. (Ephesians 6:17b-18a)

 C. The Holy Spirit Helps Us in Our Prayer Life

   “Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray 
for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groaning which cannot 
be uttered. Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because 
He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.” Romans 8:26-27

  • When we pray in the Spirit, we can be sure that we are not asking for the wrong things.

 D. Paul Emphasized the Importance of Speaking in Tongues (Spiritual Language).

  1. Paul wrote, “I thank my God I speak with tongues more than you all...” I Corinthians 14:18

  2. Paul also wrote, “I wish you all spoke with tongues…” I Corinthians 14:5a

  3. In I Corinthians 14:39, Paul said “…forbid not to speak with tongues.”

SESSION 3
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IV.  Tongues: God Speaking to Men

 A. The Gift of Tongues for Public Edification

  1.  Paul wrote, “Therefore let one who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret. For if I 
pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful” I Corinthians 14:13-14

  2.  When the gift of tongues is in operation along with the gift of interpretation, the two gifts 
combined	have	an	outcome	much	like	prophecy	which	is	for	the	edification	of	the	church.	

  3.  “But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification and exhortation and consolation.”  
I Corinthians 14:3

 B. Prophecies Must Be Judged

  1.  The messages that come through this gift are subject to the fallibility of a human vessel, 
and are never to be considered to have the same authority as Scripture.

  2. “Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge.” I Corinthians 14:29

V. Interpretation of Tongues
Definition	of	the	gift	of	interpretation	of	tongues:	this	gift	is	a	supernatural	revelation	through	the	
Holy Spirit which enables the Christian believer to communicate in the language of the listeners—
the dynamic equivalent of that which was spoken “in tongues.”

 A. The Gift of Tongues Requires an Interpretation

  1.  When God is speaking to believers through the operation of the gift of tongues, it needs 
to be interpreted, either by the one who has given the message in tongues or by another.

    “Therefore let him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret.” I Corinthians 14:13

  2.  The gift of the interpretation of tongues is the explanation or meaning of a message 
given in tongues in the hearer’s own language.

   a.  It is not an operation of understanding of the mind of the interpreter but of the mind 
of God.

   b. It is given by the Spirit of God.

 B.  The Interpretation of Tongues may come to a believer whom God wants to operate in 
this gift at the time with an impression, a vision, or with just the beginning words.

	 	 •	 	As	we	step	out	in	faith	and	begin	to	speak,	God	will	fill	our	mouths	with	additional	words	
until the whole interpretation of the message in tongues has been delivered.
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VI.  Instructions for Operating in the Gift of Tongues and the Gift of 
Interpretation in Church

 A. Instruction of the Vocal Gifts Used in a Public Setting

  1.  There was confusion regarding the order and operation of the vocal gifts in the church  
at Corinth.

   a.  It is apparent from Paul’s writings that many were speaking in tongues at the same 
time without giving time for the interpretation of tongues to operate.

   b.  This resulted in confusion, prompting Paul to give clear instructions for the use of the 
vocal gifts in a church service.

     “If anyone speaks in a tongue, let there be two or at the most three, each in turn, and 
let one interpret.” I Corinthians 14:27

  2.  “…yet in the Church I would rather speak five words with my understanding, that I may 
teach others also, than ten thousand words in a tongue…But if there is no interpreter, let 
him keep silent in church, and let him speak to himself and to God.” I Corinthians 14:19, 28

 B. There Must Be an Interpretation

  1. If a message is given in tongues, and there is no interpretation, the result will be confusion.

  2.  If no one is going to operate in the gift of the interpretation of tongues, the person 
speaking in a tongue should ask the Lord for the interpretation. I Corinthian 14:13

    “I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he who 
prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, that 
the Church may receive edification.” I Corinthians 14:5

Clinic
An important aspect in the learning process is modeling. At this time we are going to demonstrate 
and model the exercise of a prayer language in the areas of personal prayer and worship. We also 
will give an opportunity for students to receive prayer for the receiving of tongues. Ministry will be 
provided by the facilitators. 
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SESSION 4: THE VOCAL GIFTS
Introduction
The gift of prophecy is the special ability that God gives to believers in Christ to receive and 
communicate an immediate message of God to His gathered people, a group among them or any 
individual person through a divinely anointed vocal expression. The vocal expression is given with 
the intention of building up the body of Christ. 

In this session, we are going to continue our discussion on the vocal gifts of the Holy Spirit. We will 
explore the use of the gift of prophecy in the context of the Church. 

I. Gift of Prophecy

 A.  Definition of Prophesy: The gift of prophecy is a spontaneous, supernatural vocal 
expression of inspiration in a known language which strengthens, encourages, and comforts 
the body of Christ.

  1. It is a direct message from God that will edify an individual or the whole church.

  2.  Through prophecy, we speak only part and not the whole knowledge of God on that 
subject. 

   “For we know in part and we prophesy in part.” I Corinthians 13:9

 B. General Comments

  1. In its general sense prophecy encompasses a spiritual ministry by the believer.

   •  In the Old Testament, prophets were preachers, seers and miracle workers—a wide 
ranging ministry. 

	 	 2.	 	In	the	New	Testament	the	gift	of	prophecy	is	not	confined	to	recognized	prophets	 
(Ephesians 4:11),	but	is	more	widely	distributed	in	the	church	in	fulfillment	of	Joel 2:28. 

   “For you can all prophesy in turn.“ I Corinthians 14:31

	 	 3.	 In	its	more	specific	sense	‘prophecy’	covers	two	areas:	forth-telling	and	foretelling:

   a.  Forth telling, such as preaching, teaching and evangelism, which could be through 
speaking, writing, drama, and music, etc. It usually emanates from, and appeals to, 
both the intellect and compassion of man. 

	 	 	 b.	 	Foretelling	some	event(s)	of	the	future	such	a	John	did	broadly	in	the	book	of	
Revelation	or	Agabus	did	specifically	and	personally	(Acts 21:10-11). Such foretelling 
emanates from the Spirit (Revelation 1:10).
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 B. Biblical Basis

  1.  “And it shall come to pass afterward that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy...” Joel 2:28

  2.  Peter quotes this passage from the prophet Joel in Acts, “And it shall be in the last days, 
‘that I will pour forth of My Spirit on all mankind; and your sons and daughters shall 
prophesy’…” Acts 2:17

 C. The Purpose of Prophecy

  1. Prophecy brings glory to Jesus Christ (Revelation 19:10)

	 	 2.	 	Prophecy	builds	up,	encourages	(this	could	include	warnings)	and	consoles	 
(I Corinthians 14:3).

	 	 3.	 	Prophecy	is	not	the	equivalent	of	Scripture.	Prophecy	is	a	specific	word	for	a	specific	
congregation	at	a	specific	time	through	a	specific	person.	Scripture	is	for	all	Christians	at	
all places at all times. That is the difference.

  4. Prophecy serves as a sign for unbelievers to convince them 

 D. Desire to Prophesy

  1.  Paul wrote, “Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you may 
prophesy… I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more that you prophesied; for he 
who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless indeed he interprets, 
that the Church may receive edification… Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to 
prophesy…” I Corinthians 14:1, 5, 39a

  2.  The supernatural revelation behind the message may come to one prophesying through 
meditating on scripture, visions (Acts 18:9), dreams (Matthew 2:13), trances (Acts 22:17), 
or even angelic visitation. 

   a.  The words or vision for a prophecy are most likely to come in an atmosphere of 
prayer and adoration (Acts 13:2).

   b. The prophecy may be spoken loudly or quietly in song, poetry, prose or statement. 

  3.  Having asked for the gift, while consciously seeking to maintain a right and open 
relationship to the Lord, one may sense an anointing for the speaking of the prophecy—a 
witness of the Spirit in one’s own heart.

 E. Prophecy Must Be Judged

  •  “Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. But if anything is revealed to 
another who sits by, let the first keep silent. For you can all prophesy one by one, that all 
may learn and all may be encouraged. And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the 
prophets.” I Corinthians 14:29-32
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II. All Prophecy should be carefully weighed

 A. Does it Agree with Scripture?

  •  “But even if we, or an angel from heaven preach any other gospel to you than what we 
have preached to you, let him be accursed.” Galatians 1:8

 B. What Are the Fruits in the Deliver’s Life?

  •  “Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are 
ravenous wolves. You will know them by their fruits...” Matthew 7:15-16a

 C. Does it Glorify God?

  •  “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth…He will 
glorify Me, for He will take of what is Mine and declare it to you.” John 16:13-14

 D. Does it Bring Liberty or Bondage?

  • “For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear…” Romans 8:15a

 E. What Is the Inner Witness of the Spirit?

  1. If the message is from God, there will be an inner witness of the Spirit.

   “But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and you know all these things…” I John 2:20

	 	 2.	 	If	the	message	does	not	confirm	what	God	has	already	been	speaking	to	your	spirit,	
before	taking	action,	wait	until	that	confirmation	comes.

  3.  Do not let someone that is not known by your spiritual leaders to prophesy over you 
without a leader being with you to judge the prophecy.

III. Conclusion

 A. Giving a Prophecy

  • Wait until you know that you have heard from God.

  • Wait for God’s timing to give the prophecy.

  • Wait until a spiritual leader can judge the prophecy.

  • Give it in a natural voice, in contemporary language.

  • Avoid extreme emotions and nervous repetition.

   “And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets.” I Corinthians 14:32
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 B. Edification, Exhortation, and Comfort

  1. Above all, only receive the prophecy if it witnesses to your spirit.

  2.  Remember Paul’s words: “But he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and 
comfort to men...” I Corinthians 14:3

   God is still speaking to His people today through the vocal gifts of the Holy Spirit!

Clinic
Close with reading Acts 2:17-18. Explain that we are a prophetic generation. Activate them in a 
prophetic exercise. Have Students pair off, men with men and woman with woman, and give a word 
from the Lord that encourages, consoles or exhorts.
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SESSION 5: THE REVELATION GIFTS
Introduction
God brings revelation to His people through one of the three revelation gifts of the Holy Spirit. The 
gifts	of	discerning/	distinguishing	of	spirits,	the	word	of	knowledge,	and	the	word	of	wisdom	are	
important ministry tools needed in the daily lives of all believers.

In this session, we will be learning about the revelation gifts. God is speaking and revealing things to 
His people today.

I. Distinguishing of Spirits
This is a supernatural gift of perception given sovereignly by God to enable individuals in the church 
to distinguish the motivating spirit behind certain words and deeds. 

 A. Avoiding Deception

  1. This is probably the most needed but neglected of the gifts of the Holy Spirit. 

  2.  Jesus warned, “For false Christs and false prophets will arise and show great signs and 
wonders, so as to deceive, if possible, even the elect.” Matthew 24:24

  3.  We will not be deceived if we learn how to operate in this important gift of the Holy Spirit.

   a.  The word “discerning” or “distinguishing of spirits” here has often been confused 
with the word “discernment” and this gift has been erroneously called by some “the 
gift of discernment.” 

   b.  Human discernment is an activity of the mind, or part of the soul. In contrast, this gift 
is a supernatural gift that comes through our spirits by the revelation of the Holy 
Spirit.

 B.  Definition: The Greek word “diakrisis” translated means “a clear discrimination” the ability to 
distinguish.

   •  Perhaps a more accurate description of this gift is the term used in the New 
International Version of the Bible: “distinguishing between spirits.”

  1.  The gift of distinguishing between spirits is a supernatural insight into the realm of the 
spirit world.

   a.  It reveals the type of spirit, or spirits, behind a person, a situation, an action, or a 
message.

   b.  It is a knowing in your spirit, which comes by supernatural revelation, concerning the 
source, nature, and activity of any spirit.
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  2.  It will make a clear distinction and identify the presences of a spirit. By the operation of 
this gift, we will identify: 

   • The presence of God 
   • The presence and function of holy angels
   • The nature of a human spirit  
   • The presence of Satan 
	 	 	 •	 The	presence	and	function	of	evil	spirits	(demons).

 C. The Purpose of the Gift of Discerning of Spirits

	 	 1.	 Those	who	are	influenced	and	oppressed	by	the	works	of	the	enemy	may	be	set	free.

  2. The plans and strategies of the enemy can be discerned.

  3. Expose sin that exists in the midst of the believing community.

  4. False doctrine and revelation can be detected.

 D. Satan, an Angel of Light, and His False Apostles 

   Paul warned, “For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves into 
the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is transformed into an angel of light. 
Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers of 
righteousness, whose end shall be according to their works.” II Corinthians 11:13-15

  1. Example: fortune telling slave girl

   •  When the fortune-telling slave girl followed Paul saying good things about him, he 
operated in the gift of the distinguishing between spirits, recognized the “spirit of 
divination,” in her, and turned and said to the spirit, “I command you in the name of 
Jesus Christ to come out of her.” Acts 16:16-18

  2. The Authority of the Believer

   a. Jesus said we, as believers, would cast out demons (Mark 16:17).

   b.  According to Luke 10:19, Jesus gave us the authority to trample on serpents and 
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall by any means hurt us.

II. Word of Knowledge

 A.  Definition: The word of knowledge is a supernatural revelation by the Holy Spirit of certain 
facts, present or past, about a person or situation, which was not learned through the  
natural mind.

  1. This knowledge comes into our minds from our spirits.
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  2. It will often interrupt the natural thoughts of our minds.

   a.  It will come as a thought, a word, a name, a feeling, an impression, a vision, or as an 
“inner knowing.”

   b.  Even as a word is a small part of a sentence, the word of knowledge is a small part of 
God’s total knowledge of a situation.

 B. The Purpose of a Word of Knowledge

  1.  This inner knowing when revealed to believers, will aid and assist in perfecting the 
purposes of God in the midst of His people.

  2. It is to bring glory to God and not to man.

  3.  It will warn of danger, bring encouragement, disclose sin, and keep us “on track” in our 
daily life and ministry.

 C. Jesus Operated in Words of Knowledge 

   “Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do 
nothing of Himself, unless it is something He sees the Father doing; for whatever the Father 
does, these things the Son also does in like manner. For the Father loves the Son, and shows 
Him all things that He Himself is doing; and the Father will show Him greater works than 
these, so that you will marvel.’” John 5:19-20

   “Truly, truly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do, he will do also; and 
greater works than these he will do, because I go to the Father.” John 14:12

  1. How can we do greater works than Jesus?

  2. The key is to learn to operate in the revelation gifts.

 D. Example of Paul

  1.  Paul operated in the word of knowledge when he “saw” in the spirit that the crippled 
man at Lystra had faith to be healed.

   •  Paul, observing him intently and seeing that he had faith to be healed, said with a loud 
voice, “Stand up straight on your feet!” And he leaped and walked. Acts 14:9b-10

  2.  Often the word of knowledge regarding an individual will come to us when we look into 
their eyes or touch that person.

SE
SS

IO
N 

5



GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT—SESSIONS 1-6 35

III.  Word of Wisdom

 A.  Definition: The gift of the word of wisdom is a supernatural revelation by the Holy Spirit, 
giving the believer God’s wisdom to proceed on a course of action based on natural or 
supernatural knowledge.

  1. It reveals God’s plan and purpose for our life and ministry.

   a.  It reveals when God’s purposes are to be done: immediately, in a short while, in the 
near future or in the distant future.

   b.  It reveals what an individual or corporate gathering should do and how to proceed in 
God’s will.

	 	 2.	 The	word	of	wisdom	often	operates	and	flows	with	the	word	of	knowledge.

  3. The word of wisdom isn’t a natural gift of wisdom.

   a. It is a word or phrase.

   b. It is a part, not the whole.

   “For we know in part and we prophesy in part.” I Corinthians 13:9

  4.  Like the word of knowledge, the word of wisdom will often interrupt our natural thoughts 
as it comes through our spirits.

   •  It will come as an impression or a vision in which we will see ourselves, in the spirit, 
doing something in a certain way before we do it.

 B. The Word of Knowledge and Word of Wisdom Work Together

  1.  The gifts of the word of knowledge and the word of wisdom operate so closely with one 
another	that	it	is	sometimes	difficult	to	separate	them	from	one	another.

  2. One reveals the facts, the other gives wisdom about what to do with these facts.

 C. Examples of Word of Knowledge and Word of Wisdom Working Together

  1. Jesus with woman at the well

    “The women said to Him, Sir, give me this water, so I will not be thirsty nor come all the 
way here to draw.” He said to her, “Go, call your husband and come here.” The woman 
answered and said, “I have no husband.” Jesus said to her, “You have correctly said, ‘I 
have no husband’; for you have had five husbands, and the one whom you now have is 
not your husband; this you have said truly.” John 4:15-18
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   a.  When Jesus was ministering to the woman at the well, He knew by the word of 
knowledge	that	she	had	five	husbands	and	that	the	man	she	was	now	living	with	was	
not her husband.

   b.  The natural mind would have called for her to be stoned; however, Jesus also 
received a word of wisdom on how to effectively minister to her in such a way that 
she and many others were saved. 

  2. Peter

   a.  Peter was prepared to go to Cornelius’ house, even though he was a Gentile, because 
of a word of knowledge that came as a vision when he was on Simon the tanner’s 
rooftop in Joppa.

   b.  He received another word of knowledge when the Spirit said to him, “Behold, three 
men are seeking you.” This revelation continued as a word of wisdom with the words, 
“Arise therefore, go down and go with them, doubting nothing; for I have sent them.” 
Acts 10:19-20

  3. Examples through the word wisdom:

   a.  Ananias was sent to the house of Judas, on Straight Street, to lay his hands on Paul. 
(Acts 9:11)

   b.  Agabus was warned of the coming famine and of Paul’s imprisonment. (Acts 11:28, 
Acts 21:10-14)

   c. Paul was warned of the coming storm and shipwreck. (Acts 27:10, 22-26)

IV.  Conclusion
The revelation gifts prepare us for effective ministry. They prepare us for things to come and can 
save our lives. 

In the coming lessons on the power gifts, we will see how the revelation gifts release the gift of faith 
and the working of miracles and how they work together in the gifts of healing.

Clinic
Discussion Questions:
 1. Do you see the value of the revelation gifts in a ministry context? Explain?

 2.  Have you exercised any of the revelation gifts? Share how God has used you to minister to 
others by exercising the revelation gifts.

 3. Which of the revelation gifts would you like to operate in right now? Why?

 4. Pray together. 
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SESSION 6: THE POWER GIFTS 
Introduction
The power gifts are the manifestations of God’s power working through the believer. They are the 
gift of faith, the working of miracles, and the gifts of healing.

Both the vocal gifts and the power gifts work closely with the revelation gifts of the Holy Spirit, as 
these	gifts	flow	and	operate	with	one	another.	For	this	reason,	it	is	important	that	every	believer	is	
trained and activated to operate in all nine gifts of the Holy Spirit.

I. Gift of Faith

 A.  Definition:	The	gift	of	faith	is	a	supernatural	surge	of	confidence	from	the	Spirit	of	God	which	
arises	within	a	person	faced	with	a	specific	situation	or	need	whereby	that	person	receives	a	
trans-rational certainty and assurance that God is about to act through a word or action. 

	 	 1.	 The	gift	of	faith	is	a	supernatural	faith	for	a	specific	time	and	purpose.

  2.  It is a gift of power to accomplish a certain task, in whatever situation you are in, at that 
particular time.

	 	 3.	 This	gift	is	given	when	needed	for	a	specific	task	immediately	or	in	the	very	near	future.

   •  When the word of wisdom is given, telling us how a task should be done, it will spark 
the gift of faith into operation to boldly carry out the task, according to what God has 
already planned.

 B. General Comments
 
  1. There are four kinds of faith in the New Testament

   a.  There is faith which is a creed—the doctrine we profess to believe (Ephesians 4:13; 1 
Timothy	6:20-21;	Jude	3).

   b.  There is faith which is the basic trust which one has in God for salvation (John 3:16; 
Ephesians	2:8;	Hebrews	11:1-4,	6).

   c.  There is fruit of the Spirit – a loyalty which is produced by the Holy Spirit and 
cultivated	by	the	believer,	i.e.	faithfulness	(Galatians	5:22).	

   d.  There is faith which is a gift of the Spirit, a mountain moving surge to which both 
Jesus	and	Paul	refer	(Matthew	17:20;	Matthew	21:21	and	1	Corinthians	13:2).

 C. Gift of Faith Demonstrated

  1.  Often the gift of faith is involved in the operation of the gifts of healings and the working 
of miracles.
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   a. It may be displayed by making a powerful command.

   b. Jesus said to the storm, “Peace, be still!”

   c. Jesus spoke with a loud voice at the tomb of his friend, “Lazarus come forth!”

  2.  Upon receiving a revelation of what God wants done through the word of wisdom, the 
gift	of	faith	will	come	upon	the	believer	to	finish	the	task.

   a.  This special faith releases the believer to act boldly on what has been given to him  
by God.

   b.  When the gift of faith comes, there is no struggle to believe. We know what God’s 
Word says, and we know His will regarding this situation.

   c.  We know that the power of God within us is about to be demonstrated in a release  
of that power.

   d.  We boldly speak and release this supernatural gift of faith through the working of 
miracles, or the gifts of healing.

 D. Gift of Faith Releases Boldness

  • Often the gift of faith will release us to make bold declarations by supernatural revelation.

	 	 •	 Jesus	said	to	the	fig	tree,	“Let no fruit grow on you ever again.” Matthew 21:19b

  •  Peter said to Sapphira, “…Look, the feet of those who have buried your husband are at 
the door, and they will carry you out’. Then immediately she fell down at his feet and 
breathed her last.” Acts 5:9-11

  •  Paul said to Elymas the sorcerer, “O full of all deceit and all fraud, you son of the devil, 
you enemy of all righteousness, will you not cease perverting the straight ways of the 
Lord? And now, indeed, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you shall be blind, not 
seeing the sun for a time’. And immediately a dark mist fell on him, and he went around 
seeking someone to lead him by the hand.” Acts 13:10-11

II. Working of Miracles

 A.  Definition: The working of miracles is a supernatural intervention in the ordinary course of 
nature; a supernatural demonstration of the power of God by which the laws of nature are 
altered, suspended or controlled.

 B. Working of Miracles in Operation

  1.  Working of miracles begins with knowledge that often comes supernaturally through the 
word of knowledge.
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  2.  Next we receive a word of wisdom, whereby we supernaturally see ourselves working a 
miracle before it happens.

  3.  A gift of faith is thereby released and we boldly begin to do what we saw ourselves doing 
when we received the word of wisdom

   a.  It is called the “working of miracles” because we are an active participant in the 
miracle.

   b.  What we “saw” ourselves doing by the word of wisdom, which released the gift of 
faith, we boldly begin to “work out” as we minister in that situation.

 C. Miracles of Jesus

	 	 1.	 	The	first	miracle	of	Jesus	was	at	Cana,	where	Jesus	turned	the	water	into	wine.	Before	
Jesus	gave	instructions	to	the	servants	to	fill	the	water	pots	with	water,	they	had	received	
instruction from Mary, the mother of Jesus: “Whatever He says to you, do.” John 2:5

	 	 2.	 	If	we	are	to	operate	in	the	supernatural	gift	of	the	working	of	miracles,	we	must	first	hear	
Him speak and then simply obey what He has spoken.

   • The working of miracles is an act of obedience to what we have heard from God.

  3. By the working of miracles: 
   • Jesus raised the widow’s son from the dead (Luke 7:11-17)
	 	 	 •	 Jesus	fed	the	five	thousand	with	the	five	loaves	and	two	fish	(Matthew 14:13-21)
   • Jesus walked on the water (Matthew 14:22-33)

	 	 4.	 	When	Jesus	raised	Lazarus	from	the	dead,	He	first	received	knowledge	that	Lazarus	had	
already died. (John 11: 11-15)

   a.  Next, He received a word of wisdom on when and how to raise him from the dead. 
This word of wisdom released the gift of faith into bold action. Jesus stood before 
the tomb and began to “work out” what He had seen Himself doing through the 
word of wisdom.

   b.  He told them to roll the stone away and then spoke boldly in a loud voice, “Lazarus 
come forth!” (John 11:43)

III.  Examples of the Working of Miracles

 A. Walking on Water

  1.  “When the disciples saw Jesus walking on the water, the disciples were afraid. But 
immediately Jesus spoke to them, assaying, ‘Be of good cheer! It is I; do not be afraid.’ 
And Peter answered Him and said, ‘Lord, if it is You, command me to come to You on the 
water’. So He said, ‘Come’. And when Peter had come down out of the boat, he walked 
on the water to go to Jesus.” Matthew 14:26-29

SE
SS

IO
N 

6



GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT—SESSIONS 1-6 41

  2.  If we are going to operate in the working of miracles, we must overcome our fear of 
failure and our fear of looking foolish.

   a. We must step out of the comfort zone of our traditional boat.

	 	 	 b.	 	Note	that	Peter	first	eagerly	desired	to	walk	in	the	supernatural	gifts	when	he	said,	 
“…command me to come to you on the water.”

   c.  Peter received the word of wisdom and the gift of faith when he heard the voice of 
Jesus saying, “Come!”

   d.  Peter instantly obeyed, stepped out of his boat, and began to operate in the working 
of miracles as he walked on the water.

 
 B. Great Catch of Fish 

  1.  “When He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, ‘Put out into deep water, and let 
down the nets for a catch.’ Simon answered, ‘Master, we’ve worked hard all night and 
haven’t caught anything, but because you say so, I will let down the nets.’ When they had 
done so, they caught such a large number of fish that their nets began to break; so they 
signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them, and they came and 
filled both boats so full that they began to sink.” Luke 5:4-7

	 	 	 a.	 Peter	had	fished	all	night	without	any	results.

   b. Many have, like Peter, been trying to operate according to their own knowledge.

  2. We must say, as Peter said, “Nevertheless, at Your word…” Luke 5:5b

   a.  We must take time to hear Him speak; to receive His Word through the revelation 
gifts of the discerning of spirits, the word of knowledge, and the word of wisdom.

   b.  Faith will come, and we must be quick to obey and step out into the supernatural gift 
of the working of miracles.

Clinic
1. Discuss how the gift of faith operates in believers today.

2. Discuss the relationship between the gift of faith and the working of miracles.

3. Give testimonies of miracles you witnessed recently, either in you own life or in others’ lives.

4. Do you believe God still performs miracles today through believers?

5. Do you have need of miracles in your life and situation?
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