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SESSION 1: THE BIBLE
For many people the Bible is an unknown book. What does it contain? What is it about? It is helpful 
to see the ‘big picture’ of what the Bible is about and how it is put together, so we don’t get lost in 
the details. Three ways of looking at the Bible are:

 1. Seeing it as a story.
 2. Hearing it as a witness.
 3. Receiving it as God’s love letter to you.

I. The Big Story
  The Bible is a superb storybook, full of exciting real life stories. But it is more than a collection of 

stories; there is one central story or theme told by the whole collection of the individual stories.

  At the center of the big story is God and what He is doing with the world and the human race. 
The Bible begins with God creating the heavens and the earth, and tells the story of His dealings 
with humankind all the way through to the day, yet to come, when He will wrap history up, and 
war, disease, death and pain will be no more. This story has six parts:

 1. Creation
 2. The ‘Fall’
 3. Israel
 4. Jesus
 5. Christ’s Followers
 6. The End Time

II. The Bible as a Witness
  The Bible does not simply tell this story in a detached way, as a historian might. It is written 

to invite those who hear its message to respond to Jesus, too. It is a testimony to what God 
has done in history and what God will yet do. It is written to persuade its readers to become 
followers of Jesus, and to help them understand how to follow Him in company with others. 
Reading the Bible is like receiving an invitation to a party; it seeks our response!

III. God’s Love Letter to You
  The Bible is God’s love letter to humankind, and His desire to have a living relationship with us. 

The Bible is a compilation of God’s interactions and relationships with both men and women. 
It expresses His desire to have a relationship with you and me. Jesus said in Revelation 3:20, 
“Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My voice and opens the door, I will come 
in to him and will dine with him, and he with Me.” 

  The Bible is an awesome and wonderful gift to us. Because it is such a wonderful gift, the 
church has too often made it an idol by allowing it to take the place of a living relationship with 
the Lord. It is our guide and our plumb line; however, the Bible was never intended to take the 
place of the Lord Himself, or the Spirit Whom He Sent. Jesus said, “You have your heads in your 
Bibles constantly because you think you’ll find eternal life there. But you miss the forest for the 
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trees. These Scriptures are all about Me And here I am, standing right before you, and you aren’t 
willing to receive from me the life you say you want.” John 5:39-40	(The	Message)	

  The Bible is God’s love letter to all those who trust in Christ. It makes sense then, that we should 
learn all we can about God’s Word, for it is one of His primary means of speaking to us. The 
purpose of this study is to help familiarize you with the Bible—how it is constructed and its 
different parts—so it will be easier for you to navigate your way through it as you read and study 
the Word of God.

IV. Getting to Know the Bible
  “Behind and beneath the Bible, above and beyond the Bible, is the God of the Bible.”  

—Henrietta Mears

 •  The Bible is God’s written revelation of His will to men.
 •  Its central theme is salvation through Jesus Christ.
 •  The Bible contains 66 books, written by 40 authors, covering a period of approximately 1600 

years.
	 •	 	The	Old	Testament	was	written	mostly	in	Hebrew	(a	few	short	passages	in	Aramaic).	About	

100	years	(or	more)	before	the	Christian	Era,	the	entire	Old	Testament	was	translated	into	the	
Greek language. The New Testament was written in Greek. Our English Bible is a translation 
from these original languages.

 • The word Bible comes from the Greek word biblos.
 •  The word testament means “covenant,” or agreement. The Old Testament is the covenant 

God made with man about His salvation before Christ came. The New Testament is the 
agreement God made with man about salvation after Christ came.

	 •	 	In	the	Old	Testament	we	find	the	covenant	of	law.	In	the	New	Testament	we	find	the	
covenant of grace, which came through Jesus Christ. One led into the other (Galatians 3:17).

 •  The authors were kings and princes, poets and philosophers, prophets and statesmen. Some 
were learned in all the arts of the times and others were shepherds, farmers, businessmen 
and	unschooled	fishermen.	

 •  The Old Testament begins with God (Genesis 1:1) and the New Testament begins with 
Christ (Matthew 1:1).

 •  From Adam to Abraham to Christ we have the history of the human race. From Abraham to 
Christ we have the history of the chosen race. And from Christ on we have the history of the 
church.

V. Notable Sayings about the Bible
 George Washington: “It is impossible to rightly govern the world without God and the Bible.”

  Abraham Lincoln: “I believe the Bible is the best gift God has ever given to man. All the good 
from the Savior of the world is communicated to us through this book.”

  Napoleon: “The Bible is no mere book, but a Living Creature, with a power that conquers all that 
oppose it.”

  Daniel Webster: “If there is anything in my thoughts or style to commend, the credit is due 
to my parents for instilling in me an early love of the Scriptures. If we abide by the principles 
taught in the Bible, our country will go on prospering and to prosper; but if we and our posterity 
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neglect its instructions and authority, no man can tell how sudden a catastrophe may overwhelm 
us and bury all our glory in profound obscurity.”

 U.S. Grant: “The Bible is the sheet-anchor of our liberties.”

 Andrew Jackson: “That book, sir, is the rock on which our republic rests.”

 Albert Einstein: “I want to know God’s thoughts; the rest are details.” 

VI. Facts About the Bible
 A. Old Testament Books
	 	 •	 There	are	39	Old	Testament	books:
   – Historical: 17
   – Poetical: 5
	 	 	 –	 Prophetical:	17	(4	Major	Prophets	and	12	Minor	Prophets)

17: Historical 5: Poetical 17: Prophetic
Genesis Job Isaiah
Exodus Psalms Jeremiah
Leviticus Proverbs Lamentations (neither)
Numbers Ecclesiastes Ezekiel
Deuteronomy Song of Solomon Daniel
Joshua Hosea
Judges Joel
Ruth Amos
I Samuel Obadiah
II Samuel Jonah
I Kings Micah
II Kings Nahum
I Chronicles Habakkuk
II Chronicles Zephaniah
Ezra Haggai
Nehemiah Zechariah
Esther Malachi

 B. New Testament Books
  • There are 27 New Testament books:
   – Gospels: 4
	 	 	 –	 Acts	(Historical):	1	
	 	 	 –	 Epistles	(Letters):	21
	 	 	 –	 Revelation	(Prophetic):	1
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4: Gospels 1: Acts 21: Epistles Revelation
Matthew Acts Romans Revelation
Mark I Corinthians
Luke II Corinthians
John Galatians

Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians
I Thessalonians
II Thessalonians
I Timothy
II Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James
I Peter
II Peter
I John
II John
III John
Jude

	 	 *		Christ	quotes	from	twenty-two	Old	Testament	books:	Matthew:	19	times,	Mark:	15	times,	
Luke: 25 times, and John: 11 times. The book of Hebrews quotes the Old Testament 85 
times and Revelation quotes the Old Testament 245 times.

 C. Background on Canonization
  • The Old Testament Text

	 	 	 –	 	Scribe	Accuracy	–	after	a	particular	book	was	finished	being	copied,	he	would	count	
all of the words and letters that were contained. Then he would check the count 
against the manuscript he was copying. He also counted the number of times a 
particular word occurred in the book, and he noted the middle word and the middle 
letter in the book, comparing all of these with the original.

	 	 	 –	 	By	the	time	Jesus	was	born,	the	most	recent	Old	Testament	book	(Malachi)	had	been	
copied and recopied over a span of more than four hundred years.
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    –  Jesus accepted, quoted and made comments about the Old Testament. Jesus said, 
“One	jot	or	title	shall	in	no	way	pass	from	the	law,	till	all	be	fulfilled.”	Matthew 5:18

  • New Testament

   –  God moved the writers of the New Testament faithfully to record His Word as He did 
the Old Testament.

   –  Writers of the New Testament completed their work within about sixty years of Jesus’ 
crucifixion.	

   –  J.H. Greenlee estimates that we have altogether 15,000 complete manuscripts and 
quotations of the New Testament in our hands today.

 D. Different Translations
   The Bible has been translated into many different languages over the last 2,000 years since 

the Christian faith began. Many different English versions have been produced, especially in 
the 20th century. Today those who read in English have several to choose from. Below are 
samples	of	the	same	verse	in	different	translations	(versions).	

King James Version Matthew 5:38-39 38 Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an 
eye, and a tooth for a tooth: 
39	But	I	say	unto	you,	That	ye	resist	not	evil:	but	
whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to 
him the other also.

New King James 
Version

Matthew 5:38-39 38 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye 
and a tooth for a tooth.
	39	But	I	tell	you	not	to	resist	an	evil	person.	But	
whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other 
to him also.

New American 
Standard

Matthew 5:38-39 38 ”You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an eye, 
and a tooth for a tooth.’ 
39	”But	I	say	to	you,	do	not	resist	an	evil	person;	but	
whoever slaps you on your right cheek, turn the other 
to him also.

New International 
Version

Matthew 5:38-39 38 ”You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for eye, and 
tooth for tooth. 
39	But	I	tell	you,	Do	not	resist	an	evil	person.	If	
someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him 
the other also. 

The Message Matthew 5:38-39 38-39	”Here’s	another	old	saying	that	deserves	a	
second look: ‘Eye for eye, tooth for tooth.’ Is that going 
to get us anywhere? Here’s what I propose: ‘Don’t hit 
back at all.’ If someone strikes you, stand there and 
take it.
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 E. How Bible References Work
  Sections of the Bible are referred to using a system, which began in the 13th century AD.

	 	 •	 Each	book	within	the	Bible	has	a	name.	This	comes	first	in	a	reference.
  •  Each book is sub-divided into ‘chapters’ (sections between half a page and a page 

or so long). The chapter comes next in the reference.
  • Each chapter is then divided into numbered ‘verses’ (a sentence or two).

	 	 So,	the	typical	Bible	reference	gives	the	book,	chapter	and	verse(s).	For	example:	

  Genesis 2:26, John 1:1-3, I Corinthians 13: 1-8
 
   Note: Use the references to find your way around the Bible, but don’t let the chapters and 

verses dictate how you read a particular passage! They were not there in the original Hebrew 
and Greek, and sometimes there is a chapter break in the middle of an important story, or 
argument, spoiling the flow.

VII. Memory Verse

  • Psalm 119:105, “Your Word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.”
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How to Study the Bible

• Five Ways to Study the Bible
•  What Will God’s Word Do for Me?
• Methods to Study the Bible
•  Helps for Studying the Bible
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SESSION 2: HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE
I. Why Study the Bible?

 A. Five Ways to Study the Bible

  1. Hear (Romans 10:17)
   • What are some of the ways to hear God’s Word?

  2. Read (Revelation 1:3)
   • In what forms can you read God’s Word?

  3. Study (Acts 17:11)
   • What are some ways to study God’s Word?

  4. Memorize (Psalm 119:11)
	 	 	 •	 What	might	be	the	benefits	of	memorizing?

	 	 5.	 Meditate	(contemplate)	(Psalm 1:2-3)
   • What does it mean to meditate on God’s Word?

 B. What Will God’s Word Do for Me?

  1. It will help me grow spiritually. (I Peter 2:2)
   •  What parallels can you see between an infant and its food and a Christian and the 

Bible?

  2. It will help me be honest with myself. (Hebrews 4:12)
   • How does it feel to be “penetrated” by God’s truth?

  3. It equips me for good work. (II Timothy 3:16-17)
   • Who is the author of the Bible?
   • What are the Scriptures good for in the life of the Christian?

  4. It renews my mind. (Romans 12:2)
   • In what ways do you think God’s Word could renew your mind?

  5. It helps me be successful in life. (Joshua 1:8)
   • What is your view of success?

	 	 6.	 It	puts	truth	at	my	fingertips.	(II Timothy 2:15)
	 	 	 •	 	What	are	some	specific	parallels	between	a	workman	and	his	tools	and	the	Christian	

and his Bible?

  7. It protects us from attack. (Ephesians 6:17)
   •  How does the way a soldier uses a sword compare with how a Christian can use the 

Word?
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	 	 8.	 It	influences	others.	(Deuteronomy 6:6-7)
	 	 	 •	 How	does	the	Bible	help	you	to	have	a	spiritual	influence	on	your	family	or	others?

 C. Methods to Study the Bible

  1. Devotional Reading
   • Chapter-a-day
   • Proverb-a-day
   • Through the Bible in a year
   • Devotionals:
    a. My Utmost for His Highest
    b. Streams in the Desert
	 	 	 	 c.	 Pastor	Danny’s	(web	page)

  2. Topical Reading
   • All the verses relating to a subject

  3. Inductive Bible Study Method
   • Background
   • Read
   • Observe
   • Apply
   • Memorize

  4. Exegesis versus Eisegesis
   • What’s the context?
   • Original Languages
   • Cultural Settings
   • Let the Bible interpret the Bible.

  5. Scripture Meditation 
   • What does the verse mean?
   • How can I apply it to my life?
   • What is God showing me?

  6. Scripture Memorization
   • Hide the Word in your heart.
   • Topical 
   • Hope, strength, comfort

 D. Helps for Studying the Bible

  1. Bibles with Reference Notes and Concordances
   • Various Types of Study Bibles
   • Jack Hayford’s Spirit-Filled Bible

  2. Bible Handbooks
   • Hayford’s Bible Handbook
   • Zondervan Handbook of the Bible
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   • Halley’s Bible Handbook
   • Unger’s Bible Hand Book

  3. Concordances
   • Strong’s
   • Young
   • Other’s

  4. Topical Bible / Reference Books
   • Zondervan Topical Bible
   • All the … in the Bible

  5. Commentaries
   • Single Volume vs. Multiple Volumes
	 	 	 •	 Wycliffe	Bible	Commentary	(Single	Volume)
	 	 	 •	 Mathew	Henry	Commentary	(Single	Volume)

  6. On Line Helps – Websites
   • http://www.biblegateway.com/
   • http://www.blueletterbible.org/
   • http://www.e-sword.net/
   • http://bible.crosswalk.com/
   • http://www.pastors.com

  7. Software
   • Logo’s Scholar’s Library
	 	 	 •	 Quick	Verse	(version	8	or	higher)

II. Memory Verse

  II Timothy 3:16, “All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for 
correction, for training in righteousness.” 
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(Baptism/Infilling)	of	the	Holy	Spirit?

•  Maintaining Our Relationship with the Holy Spirit
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SESSION 3: THE SPIRIT & THE BELIEVER—
SUPERNATURAL LIVING
There are thousands of promises recorded in the Word of God that apply to every Christian. These 
promises include: assurance of God’s love (John 3:16); eternal life (Romans 6:23); forgiveness  
of sin (1 John 1:9); provision for material needs (Philippians 4:19); the ordering of one’s steps 
(Psalms 37:23); the secret of successful prayer (John 15:7); promise of an abundant life (John 
10:10b); God’s promise to honor a holy life (I Chronicles 16:9); assurance that everything that 
happens is for our own good (Romans 8:28); deliverance from temptation (I Corinthians 10:13); 
victory over fear (I John 4:18); as well as thousands of others.

One of the greatest promises in the Word of God is His promise of the Holy Spirit to every believer. 
In	the	following	verses	Jesus	describes	the	promise,	how	the	Holy	Spirit	(the	Promise)	will	help	us	as	
Christians and empower us to live and experience the Christian life at its fullest:

I. Who is the Holy Spirit?
 Read John 14:16-26.

 • Who does Jesus promise that He will send? (John 14:16-17)  

 • Who is this Helper and who sent Him? (John 14:26a)

 • Why can’t the world accept the Spirit? (John 14:26b)

 • What is the promise to those who do accept Jesus? (Acts 2:38-39)

II. What is the Role of the Holy Spirit?

 • In what way does the Holy Spirit convict us? (John 16:7-11)

 • In what way is the Holy Spirit like a deposit? (Ephesians 1:13-14)
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 •  What did John the Baptist and Jesus say about the role of the Holy Spirit and the believer? 
(Matthew 3:11; Acts 1:5,8)

   1. Strength power, ability 
    a.  Inherent power, power residing in a thing by virtue of its nature, or which a 

person or thing exerts and puts forth
    b.  Power for performing miracles 
    c.  Moral power and excellence of soul 
	 	 	 	 d.	 The	power	and	influence,	which	belong	to	riches	and	wealth	
    e. Power and resources arising from numbers 
    f. Power consisting in or resting upon armies, forces, hosts  
 
   2.  To be witnesses (greek = martus {mar’-toos} literally Martyrs, those who after 

his example have proved the strength and genuineness of their faith in Christ by 
undergoing a violent death.

 • How does the Holy Spirit guide us? (John 16:12-15) 

 • In what way does the Holy Spirit teach us? (John 14:26)

 • How does the Holy Spirit help us when we pray? (Romans 8:26)

 •  In what way does the Holy Spirit empower us? (Hebrews 2:4; I Corinthians 12:1; Romans 
12:6; I Peter 4:10)

III.	How	can	I	experience	the	fullness	(baptism/infilling)	of	the	Holy	Spirit?

 A. Surrender to Christ 

 B. Obey Christ

	 	 Once	you	have	surrendered	(an	inward	change)	the	next	step	is	to	obey	(an	outward	change).

	 C.	 Ask	for	the	Holy	Spirit	to	fill	you.

   Dear Father, I need You. I acknowledge that I have been in control of my life and 
that, as a result, I have sinned against You. I thank You that You have forgiven my sins 
through Christ’s death on the cross for me. I now invite Christ to take control of my life.
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	 	 	Lord	Jesus,	Baptize	and	fill	me	with	the	Holy	Spirit	as	You	commanded	and	as	You	
promised in Your Word that You would if I asked in faith.

	 	 	Dear	Holy	Spirit,	come	empower	me	to	live	a	Christ	centered	life,	a	holy,	separated	
life, lead me, guide me, teach me about Jesus’ love and forgiveness and enable me to 
express these same things to others. Impart to me Your gifts that I might serve others 
with them. Thank you for the fullness of Your Spirit, I invite You to control my life 
moment by moment.

  It’s in the name of Jesus I ask these things. Amen!

 D. Abide in Christ

  The last step is to abide in Christ—abide means to continue or remain in Him. 

IV. Maintaining Our Relationship with the Holy Spirit

 • What is grieving the Holy Spirit?

 • Ways We Grieve the Holy Spirit

	 	 1.	 Active	disobedience	(sins	of	commission)
	 	 	 Passive	disobedience	(sins	of	omission)

  2. Being ashamed of Christ

  3. Lack of faith in Christ

   • What to do if you know you have grieved the Holy Spirit
    – Acknowledge and confess what you did.
    – Ask the Holy Spirit for forgiveness.
	 	 	 	 –	 Then	ask	the	Holy	Spirit	to	fill	you	afresh	and	a	new.

V. Memory Verse

  Romans 8:15, “For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the 
Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, Abba, Father.”
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SESSION 4: JESUS CHRIST—HIS PERSON & WORK
Worship is praising and magnifying God by focusing on His nature and His actions. It is adoring Him 
for who He is and loving Him as our wonderful Father. He is worthy of all praise and all glory, from 
all His creation. Worship involves our total life; what we express in formal ways must be borne in our 
daily lives. 

The word “worship” is derived from the old English word weorthscipe and means to ascribe worth 
unto a being or object.

I. Why We Worship:

 A.  It is a natural response to the evidence of His manifest presence. (Psalm 89:11; Ezekiel 1:28; 
Acts 3:6-8; Luke 17:12-16)

  •  What has God done in your life, in the lives of those around you or in nature that would 
elicit this kind of response?

 B.  It prepares the way for an intimate relationship with Him. (Romans 8:15; Ephesians 1:5;  
I Peter 2:9)

  • What do these verses say about our relationship with God?

 C. It connects us with the power of God. (Acts 2:4-6; 16:25-26)

  • Why would God want to share His power with us?

 D.  From the very beginning God has asked people to gather to worship Him. (Exodus 3:12; 
Colossians 3:16; Hebrews 10:24-25)

  • Why is corporate worship important? 

II. Who We Worship:

 A. God is not insecure. (Acts 17:24-25; Deuteronomy 10:14)

  • Does God need our worship?
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 B. He alone is worthy of praise.

O come, let us sing for joy to the LORD,
Let us shout joyfully to the rock of our salvation.

Let	us	come	before	His	presence	with	thanksgiving,
Let	us	shout	joyfully	to	Him	with	psalms.

For the LORD is a great God
And a great King above all gods,

In whose hand are the depths of the earth,
The	peaks	of	the	mountains	are	His	also.
The	sea	is	His,	for	it	was	He	who	made	it,
And	His	hands	formed	the	dry	land.

Come, let us worship and bow down,
Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker.

(Psalm 95:1-6)

  • What makes Him worthy of our worship and praise? 

  •  In groups of 2-4, take a few minutes to list the attributes that make God worthy to receive 
praise. Feel free to add to the list any attributes not listed in Psalm 95:1-6.

 C. Jesus also receives praise and worship in the Bible. (Matthew 14:33; John 9:35-38)

  • Why did Jesus allow His followers to worship Him?

III. Where and When to Worship

 A. We are to worship unceasingly. (Hebrews 13:15)

  • How is this possible?

 B.  Temples and sanctuaries do not make worship more holy, pleasing or acceptable to God. 
(John 4:20-23)

  • Where is the best place to worship?
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IV. How We Worship

  “Worship that starts with a proper internal attitude 
will lead to an external expression of worship.”

 A.  God is looking for people with humble hearts and attitudes who will worship Him.  
(II Chronicles 7:14; John 4:23)

  •  What part does humility play in worship and maintaining and/or restoring a right 
relationship with God?

    The Bible gives us a number of examples of how we should respond to The Creator 
of the universe. First and foremost is the total loss of the ability to physically stand 
in the presence of God as demonstrated by Daniel 8:17; 10:9, 10, 15 and John in 
Revelation 1:17

 B.  Besides singing, the bible gives us a number of examples for the physical expression of 
worship.

  Read the following passages:

  1. Daniel 8:17; Revelation 1:17
  2. Nehemiah 8:6; Philippians
  3. Psalm 63:4; I Timothy 2:8
  4. Psalm 47:1, 98:8
  5. Psalm 27:6; Mark 11:9
  6. II Samuel 6:14-21; Psalm 149:3

   In small groups or as a class, use the above scripture verses to list 6 of the most common 
physical expressions of worship.

  1.  _______________________________________________________

  2.  _______________________________________________________

  3.  _______________________________________________________

  4.  _______________________________________________________

  5.  _______________________________________________________

  6.  _______________________________________________________
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 C.  God wants us to worship Him with total child-like abandonment and freedom. (Matthew 
21:15-16)

  • Does that mean that anything goes in worship no matter what?

    Jack Hayford puts it like this, “[The Bible] calls us to a standard of conduct—to principles 
that balance the involvement of the congregation in response to God’s presence, under 
the leadership of elders who are conscientious to keep a focus on both edifying values 
and evangelistic sensitivity.”

V. Memory Verse:

  Hebrews 13:15, “Through Him then, let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that 
is, the fruit of lips that give thanks to His name.”
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SESSION 5: EVANGELISM

Evangelism is not a not a New Testament phenomenon. God gave the prophets of the Old 
Testament a glimpse into the heavenly realms and spoke of a future imperishable kingdom under 
the reign of a rescuing king who would bring peace to those with repentant hearts and destruction 
to those who rebel against God. Of course, we now know that the king or Messiah is none other 
than Jesus Christ.

Just	as	God	enlisted	God-focused	people	as	prophets	of	old	to	foretell	of	Jesus’	first	coming,	God	
has	also	enlisted	us,	the	ones	whose	faith	in	Christ	is	built	on	the	foundation	of	the	fulfillment	of	the	
Old Testament prophecies, to continue to spread the good news. And this is the good news, “For 
God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish, but have eternal life.” John 3:16

Definitions

 •  The Greek word euaggelion/yoo-ang-ghel-ion is translated Gospel, which means good news 
or good tidings. In the New Testament it is used especially of the glad tidings of the coming 
Kingdom of God, and of the salvation to be obtained in it through Christ, and of what relates 
to this salvation. We also get the English words evangelist	(one	who	brings	the	good	news)	
and	evangelism	(the	systems/methods	we	use	to	preach	the	good	news)	from	the	same	
Greek root word.

Two Types of Evangelists:

 1.  Evangelist—the	office:	Ephesians 4:11,	Where	the	office	of	‘evangelist’	is	mentioned	after	
‘apostle’ and ‘prophet,’ and before ‘pastor’ and ‘teacher.’ From this passage it is plain that 
the gift of evangelist is a distinct gift within the Christian church.

 2.  Evangelist—all believers: Acts 8:4, All Christians are called to carry out this sacred task, as 
opportunity is given, regardless of our position in the church.

Types of Evangelism

 •  Relational Evangelism—usually through naturally formed relationships: family, friends, 
neighbors, coworkers, and classmates. (Matthew 13:57)

 •  Divine Appointment Evangelism—This is the method Jesus used with the woman at the 
well in John 4 and Zaccheus in Luke 19.



FOUNDATIONS II 29

SESSIO
N

 5

 •  Mass Evangelism—Very direct and focused on the non-believer. They can range from 
hundreds to tens-of-thousands in stadium-type events. (Acts 2:41, 8:4-6)

 •  Power Evangelism—This involves approaching groups of people on the street or at non-
religious events and proclaiming the kingdom of God in their midst and offering to bring the 
power of God’s kingdom for healing and salvation. (Luke 9:1-6)

 •  Group Evangelism—You	guessed	it…small	groups.	A	home	group	or	affinity	group	invites	
friends, relatives or acquaintances to a home group or to a home group sponsored activity 
(BBQ,	picnic,	ballgame,	fishing/camping	etc.)	This	is	a	very	intentional	and	relationship-
oriented model.

 •  It is important to say that there is no wrong or better way to do evangelism. Each 
individual’s calling, presenting opportunity, preparedness and ultimately, God’s Holy 
Spirit will determine the end results of any evangelistic effort. (Mark 9:38-40) 

Taking it to the Streets

 1.  Evangelism is the responsibility of every believer—there are no exclusionary clauses. 
(Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-18; II Timothy 4:5)

	 	 •	 	In	the	above	verses,	it	is	clear	that	specific	individuals	or	groups	are	being	addressed	i.e.,	
the eleven disciples. How then can we say that it is the responsibility of every believer to 
“preach” the Gospel?

	 2.	 	The	most	important	qualification	of	an	aspiring	evangelist	is	a	willing	heart.	 
(I Corinthians 1:26-29)

  • Why did God choose to use simple people like us to spread the Gospel?

 3.  Read Jeremiah 20:9b—Whether we go out as part of an evangelistic team or talk to our 
friends or family, sharing our faith does not have to be burdensome. It should be a joyous 
response to what God has done for us through Christ. (Sounds a bit like worship doesn’t it?) 

  •  Have you ever had to keep secret about a special gift or surprise? What does Jeremiah 
know about God that makes him feel this way? 
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 4. “The Gospel does not fall from the clouds like rain” – John Calvin

  • How do people come to the saving knowledge of Jesus Christ?

 5.  As far as I know the death rate for humans has always been, and will always be, 100%.  
(Psalm 103:15)

  • With this in mind, how urgent is the message of the Cross?

Three B’s of Evangelism

 • Be Ready

  –  Pray continuously especially when you know an evangelistic opportunity is approaching. 
Each one of us came to Christ through a chain of prayers and obedience of people who 
have faithfully obeyed the command “to go” that goes all the way back to Jesus.

  –  Read, study and memorize the Word that you might be ready at any time to share the 
Word. (II Timothy 4:2)

  –  Be able to share simply and directly the good news of Jesus and how it has changed your 
life. (Ephesians 6:14-16)

 • Be Willing

  –  “With it He touched my mouth and said, ‘See, this has touched your lips; your guilt is 
taken away and your sin atoned for.’ Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, ‘Whom 
shall I send? And who will go for us?’ And I said, ‘Here am I. Send me!’” Isaiah 6:7-8

 • Be Intentional

  –  “I do all things for the sake of the Gospel, so that I may become a fellow partaker of it. 
Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run 
in such a way that you may win…Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim.”  
I Corinthians 9:23-24

Writing Your Testimony

  Your personal testimony is your strongest evangelistic tool. No one can refute your personal 
experience. They can brush it off, but they cannot argue with it.
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 • Three-Part Testimony

  1. The Old Me
   a. Build up picture of yourself - “who, what, where, when, why”
   b. Don’t start off immediately by talking about God, or your conversion.
   c. Create an interesting picture of your pre-conversion life and problems.

  2. The New Me
   a. What changes God has made in my relationships with others?
   b. What areas of my old life are gone and how have they changed?
   c. How has my walk with God Improved/changed?
	 	 	 d.	 What	are	some	of	the	great	benefits	that	I	have	received	from	studying	God’s	Word?

  3. Outreach (You can have what I Have!)
   a. What encouragement can I give a newcomer?

Time to Get in the Game—Role-playing

  Evangelism, as it is commonly understood, sounds intimidating and certainly seems as if it is 
much easier for the “Billy Graham’s” of this world than for most of us, but simply put, it is as easy 
as	“one	beggar	telling	another	beggar	where	to	find	bread.”

Memory Verse

  “How will they preach unless they are sent? Just as it is written, ‘HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE 
FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!’” Romans 10:15

GO!



32



SESSION 6

Stewardship, Responsibility 
and the Believer 

• Stewardship of Our Time
• Stewardship of Our Gifts and Talents
• Stewardship of Our Resources
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SESSION 6: STEWARDSHIP, RESPONSIBILITY AND 
THE BELIEVER 
What is a Steward? The word “steward” is not a word we hear often in our culture anymore. In many 
places it has been replaced with other words or titles; i.e. we used to have “airline stewards” and 
“stewardesses,”	now	we	have	“flight	attendants.”	

The word “steward” means to manage or to be the guardian. The Greek word Oikonomos (oikos 
= house; nemo	=	arrange)	primarily	denoted	the	manager	of	a	household	or	estate.	Webster’s	
dictionary	defines	the	word	this	way:	One	employed	in	a	large	household	or	estate	to	manage	
domestic	concerns	(as	a	supervision	of	servants,	collection	of	rents,	and	keeping	accounts).	

There are a number of places in the Bible were Jesus and His Apostles used either the word 
“steward”	or	“stewardship.”	So	let’s	briefly	look	at	these	passages	and	the	context	of	how	they	used	
the concept of steward to apply to us, Jesus’ followers. 

 • Read Luke 12:35-48. What is the context of Jesus’ story or teaching? 

 • Who does Jesus relate this story to?

 • What was Jesus’ response to Peter, when He asked whom this parable was directed to?

 • Read Luke 16:1. What is the context of Jesus’ teaching?

 • Where did this steward go wrong?
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 • What did this steward do that impressed Jesus?

 • What point did Jesus want His disciples to understand about stewardship?

 •  The Word of God tells us that God owns everything and He is the creator and sustainer of 
the universe. Look at these verses for a minute:

   Psalm 24:1-2, “The earth is the Lord’s and all its fullness. The world and those who dwell 
therein. And He has founded it upon the seas, and established it upon the waters.”

   Genesis 1:28,	Then	God	blessed	them	and	God	said	to	them,	“Be	fruitful	and	multiply;	fill	
the	earth	and	subdue	it;	have	dominion	over	the	fish	of	the	sea,	over	the	birds	of	the	air,	and	
every living thing that moves on the earth.”

   Colossians 1:15-17,	“Christ,	who	is	the	image	of	the	invisible	God,	the	firstborn	of	every	
creature; for by Him were all things created whether they be thrones, or dominions, or 
principalities, or powers: all things were created by Him and for Him; and He is before all 
things and by Him all things consist.” 

   I Peter 4:10, “As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another as good stewards of 
the manifold grace of God.”

 •  There is just one thing that God does not, strictly speaking, own—you and me. In creating 
the human being He allowed us to have the moral choice of whether we would subject 
ourselves to Him. Initially all of us made the wrong choice: “All have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23). By this choice we forfeited our love relationship with 
God. But, praise be to God, we who have accepted Christ “are not our own, but are bought 
with a price.” The price is God’s Son.

 •  A Christian steward is one who realizes that as Christians “we live, and move, and have our 
being” in Christ. The Christian steward recognizes God as his preeminent master, and lives 
for	Him.	The	whole	of	the	Christian	life	–	his	personality,	time,	talent,	influence,	material	
substance, everything – is dedicated to Christ. This is true Christian stewardship. “Each one 
of us shall give account of himself to God” (Romans 14:12).

 •  So we see that God really does own everything. Therefore we own nothing and are only 
stewards of what He gives us. God holds the key to every material and spiritual thing, and 
the only reason that we have anything, or have it now, or will have it, is that God loves us 
enough to give it to us. God owns it all and He has made us stewards of His household.
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   Lord, I want to surrender everything I have to You. I acknowledge that You do own 
everything, so I want to now recognize my rightful position as a steward of the things 
that You have given me. Amen! 

 •  We are going to look at three Biblical areas that we need to acknowledge our responsibilities 
of stewardship: time, talent and resources. 

 
Stewardship of our Time

 Memory Verse: Galatians 2:20
 
 • Read Romans 12 and discuss: 

  What should be our prayer concerning the use of time that God gives us?

  _______________________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________

  _______________________________________________________________________________________

 • Having a right attitude about time:

  – As good stewards, what will we do (Ephesians 5:16)?

  – Why is the proper use of our time today so important (James 4:14)?

  – What does God demand of us in the stewardship of our time (Psalm 62:8)?

  –  What does God admonish us to do as stewards of time until He comes again  
(Mark 13:33-37)?

  –  If we are wise stewards and heed the commands of our Master, how will we use our time 
(Ephesians 5:15, 16)?
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Life Application

The following chart can be a great value in stewardship of your time. Fill in the hours spent on work/
class, sleep, Christian service, business, recreation, television watching, etc. Place the total hours per 
week used in each activity at the bottom of the chart. By listing the totals, you can discover if you 
have achieved the balanced use of time required of a good steward.

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday
6:00a
7:00a
8:00a
9:00a

10:00a
11:00a
12:00p
1:00p
2:00p
3:00p
4:00p
5:00p
6:00p
7:00p
8:00p
9:00p

10:00p
11:00p
12:00a

Work Studying Devotion Service Resting

TV Recreation Sports Devotion Misc.
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Stewardship of our Gifts and Talents

 • Memory Verse: I Peter 4:10

 • Read I Corinthians 12

 •  God created man with a great variety of talents. The Christian church is composed of 
people endowed with different gifts and abilities. All that the Christian possesses should be 
dedicated fully to God to be used as He directs.

 •  The Scriptures refer to the church as the body of Christ. Christ is its Head (I Corinthians 
12:27; Ephesians 5:23). Just as your body has many specialized parts, each having its own 
function, so the church is composed of many individuals, each with his own special function 
to perform—and contribution to make—to the rest of the body.

 •  Every Christian possesses both natural and spiritual gifts. All people have natural gifts 
(abilities	and	talents)	that	come	to	us	at	physical	birth	or	develop	throughout	life.	Spiritual	
gifts are special abilities imparted by the Holy Spirit to Christians to enable them to minister 
to others on behalf of Christ.

 • Natural Gifts

  – What talents and natural abilities do you have? 

  – How did you acquire them? 

  – According to I Corinthians 4:6-7, what should your attitude be about them? 

  – How would you apply Colossians 3:17 to the stewardship of your natural gifts?

 
 • Spiritual Gifts 

  – Major passages on spiritual gifts in the Bible are:

   • Romans 12:3-8

   • I Corinthians 12:1-31

   • Ephesians 4:4-16

   • I Peter 4:10-11
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  – List the gifts found in these verses here:

  – List additional spiritual gifts you can think of that might be included:

  –  What are some reasons God has given gifted men/women to the church  
(Ephesians 4:11-16)?
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Gift Definition
Wisdom

Knowledge

Faith

Healings

Miracles

Prophecy

Discernment

Tongues

Interpretation

Perceiver

Serving

Teaching

Exhortation

Giving

Administration

Mercy

Apostle

Prophet

Evangelist

Pastor

Teacher
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  –  Why will two people not exercise the same gift in the same manner  
(I Corinthians 12:4-6)?

  –  Though some spiritual gifts seem to be of greater value than others (I Corinthians 12:28-
31), what ideas does Paul stress to keep Christians from personal pride because of those 
they may posses (Romans 12:4-5; I Corinthians 12:12-26; I Corinthians 13; Ephesians 
4:11-16)?

  –  List the principles concerning what your attitude and responsibilities are to be toward 
your spiritual gifts (Romans 12:3-8).

 • Life Application

  –  Realizing that you have at least one spiritual gift and probably more (I Corinthians 12:11), 
list what you feel might be your spiritual gifts.

Stewardship of our Resources

 • Memory Verse: Luke 16:13.

 • Read: II Corinthians 9; Mathew 6:19-34; 25:14-30; Luke 12:15-21. 

 • Money – The Old Standard

  – What did God command those under the Law of Moses to do (Malachi 3:8-10)?

  – What would you say the “storehouse” is (Deuteronomy 16:11; 12:5-6)?

  – How much is a tithe (Hebrews 7:2)?

 • Money – The New Standard

  –  As believers in Christ, we are under grace, rather than law. Whereas the law in itself did 
not provide eternal life for those who attempted to keep it (Galatians 2:16; 3:21-22), 
we have received life by the favor of God—though we do not deserve it and could not 
possibly earn it. Therefore, do we have a higher or lower motivation and standard for 
stewardship of our possessions, than those under the law?

  –  How did Jesus regard a person’s responsibility in that area (Matthew 22:21)?

  –  Read II Corinthians 2:9. In this passage, Paul attempts to encourage the Corinthian 
church	to	give	financially	to	help	needy	Christians.	He	first	points	them	to	the	example	of	
the Macedonian church. What did the Macedonians do before they gave their money to 
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God (II Corinthians 8:5)?

  – In light of this, what do you think God is interested in?

  –  Nevertheless, why is giving of money an important part of our Christian life (II 
Corinthians 8:7)?

  – Who is the great example of giving (II Corinthians 8:9)?

	 	 –	 	In	what	sense	does	the	one	who	“sows”	(gives)	sparingly	reap	sparingly	(II Corinthians 9:6)?

 • Other Possessions

  – To whom do you and your passions belong (I Corinthians 6:19-20)?

  – What should be your motive in the use of whatever you possess (I Corinthians 10:31)?

 Life Application

 1.  Consider your income and possessions. What should you keep for yourself as God’s steward?

	 2.	 	List	some	Christian	groups	or	churches,	in	which	you	would	like	to	invest	financially,	that	are	
working to expand the Kingdom of God and take care of the poor.

 3. Ask yourself, “Is my heart attitude one of joy and gratefulness as I give?”
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SESSION 7

The Believer as Servant 

• Are You Talking to Me?
• Serving Is Essential
•	Servants	with	(the	Right)	Attitude
• Serving with Purpose
• Using Your Gifts and Calling
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SESSION 7: THE BELIEVER AS SERVANT 
“To serve; To give. That’s at the heart of it all. We are to be engaged in a lifestyle that is 
characterized	by	authentic	selflessness—one	in	which	being	preoccupied	with	the	other	person’s	
needs	and	welfare	leads	us	to	experience	genuine	happiness	and	fulfillment.	This	was	the	lifestyle	of	
our	Lord	and	Master,	who	is	the	supreme	model	of	the	unselfish	life.”	–	Charles	Swindoll

Servant—another word for Christian?

“You’ve observed how godless rulers throw their weight around,” he said, “and when people get a 
little power how quickly it goes to their heads. It’s not going to be that way with you. Whoever wants 
to be great must become a servant.	Whoever	wants	to	be	first	among	you	must	be	your	slave. That 
is what the Son of Man has done: He came to serve, not to be served—and then to give away His 
life in exchange for many who are held hostage.” Mark 10:42-45	(MSG,	emphasis	added)

Jesus told His disciples that anyone who wants to be great in the kingdom must be a servant to 
others. In this passage, Jesus uses the Greek word Diakonos (dee-ak’-on-os), which is where we get 
our word for deacon. The literal translation, servant, is just that; one who executes the commands of 
another, esp. of a master, a servant, attendant, minister. But what Jesus was really inferring here was 
the attitude of a bondservant or bondslave, which means one who gives himself up to another’s 
will or is devoted to another to the disregard of one’s own interests. 

 
Are You Talking to Me?

By	now,	most	of	us	have	reached	a	point	where	we	have	accepted	Jesus’	sacrifice	for	the	forgiveness	
of our sins. He is our Savior. Now the hard part; is He our Lord? If we want to follow Jesus’ example 
and	become	servants,	we	must	first	become	His	servant.	In	order	for	Him	to	take	His	position	as	
Lord	of	our	lives,	we	must	first	surrender	lordship	(control)	of	our	own	lives	to	His	will—serve	Him.	
According to Matthew 16:24, this is a daily endeavor.

 1. Based on Matthew 22:38-39, what is His will for all believers?

 2.  The “love God, love Jesus” part seems relatively easy. Read Philippians 2:21. Why is the 
“loving others”	part	so	difficult	for	most	us?

 3. Isn’t it enough to love God?

  a. Read John 13:35
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Serving is Essential

 1.  We live in a world that is rapidly falling victim to what can be termed Self-Isolation Syndrome 
(SIS) the need to keep others at a distance so that I don’t have to know others and their 
needs—and I don’t have to get real about my own needs. Shallow relationships set us up for 
defeat.

  a. Pair off and make a list of examples that support this trend.

 2. Read Acts 2:42-46, what is the Biblical antidote for SIS? 

	 3.	 The	above	passage	identifies	a	key	principle	of	serving,	can	you	identify	it?

Servants with (the Right) Attitude

 1. Read Mark 10:42-45 again. Jesus said it is not to be like this among you.

  a. What is the “this” He was referring to?

  b. Who was He talking to?

 2. Read Philippians 2:1-4—What is the proper attitude of a servant’s heart?

 
  •  Humility has nothing to do with feeling like a worm or feeling bad about yourself—that‘s 

humiliation.	Here	we	are	talking	about	having	the	confidence	to	know	“who	I	am”	in	Christ	
so that I don’t have to be #1! Rather, I can get underneath others and help them realize 
their potential in Christ. There is no room for one-upmanship in Christ.
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 3. A servant is…

  • Someone who makes life better for someone else

  • Is a freedom agent—provides freedom for others

  • Is others-centered

	 4.	 The	disciples	hadn’t	quite	figured	this	out	yet.	Read	Matthew 20:20-24.

  •  Identify the characters/groups of characters in this section; discuss the motives/attitudes 
of each character or group of characters.

 5. Jesus, our Teacher and Example

  • Read Matthew 20:25-28

  • Read Philippians 2:5-8

   a. What two words, in Philippians 2:8, describe the “right” attitude?

 6. According to I Corinthians 13:3, what is a servant’s primary motivation to be?

Serving with Purpose

 1. We all have the same purpose in our Christian walks.

  a. Read Ephesians 2:10.

  b. What is our purpose?

	 2.	 Jesus	fulfilled	His	purpose	(John 17:4). How did He accomplish this?

  a. Read John 5:19; 12:49
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 3. Read Matthew 14:13; Luke 22:41; John 6:15. What was the key to Jesus’ success?

 
Using Your Gifts and Calling

 1. Two Types of Gifts:

	 	 a.		 Read	Romans	11:29

  b. Read I Corinthians 12

 2.  Our natural gifts must be surrendered to the will of the Father in order for them to bring  
Him glory; otherwise, we tend to glorify ourselves. With this in mind, read Romans 15:1-2;  
I Corinthians 14:26.

  a. How should we handle our strengths?

 3. Read I Corinthians 1:20-31.

  a. Why is it important to surrender your gifts to God?

 4. Read II Corinthians 12:9.

  a. Why is it important to surrender our weaknesses to God?
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 5.  Take a moment to list 2-3 of your personal strengths, skills, gifts or talents. Have you 
surrendered them to the Lord?

 6.  Now, write down one or two weaknesses that you are aware of and are willing to share with 
the class. Have you surrendered your weaknesses? (I Corinthians 1:27)

 7.  In small groups, take time to pray for one another. Prayerfully thank God for your strengths 
and weaknesses; lay them all at the foot of the cross.

  a. Ask for the Holy Spirit to supernaturally increase your natural gifts for His glory.

  b. Ask for the Holy Spirit to supernaturally strengthen you in your weaknesses.

Memory Verse:

“Do	nothing	from	selfishness	or	empty	conceit,	but	with	humility	of	mind	regard	one	another	as	
more important than yourselves; do not merely look out for your own personal interests, but also for 
the interests of others.” Philippians 2:3-4



SESSION 8

Knowing the Will of God  
for My Life

• Where to Begin…?
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SESSION 8: KNOWING THE WILL OF GOD FOR 
MY LIFE 
Knowing the will of God for our individual lives requires the understanding of two basic immutable 
aspects of His will:

 •  God has a sovereign will which determines everything that will happen in the 
universe—and encompasses all He has purposed or planned to accomplish in, through 
and with all of creation.

 •  God has a moral will that teaches us how we ought to believe and live—completely 
revealed in the Bible.

Our own freedom to choose, our free individual will, operates within the parameters set by 
God’s sovereign will and His moral will. More on this later…

Where to Begin…?

 1. Aligning our will with the will of God involves knowing God the Father. 

   Deuteronomy 6:5
  “I am the way the truth and the life; no one comes to the Father but through me.” John 14:6

	 	 “You	will	seek	Me	and	find	Me	when	you	search	for	Me	with	all	your	heart.”	Jeremiah 29:13

  • Read: Psalm 46:10; Luke 5:16; Acts:10:9 

   – What is the common theme in these verses?

 
 2. His will for how we should believe and live is prescribed in His Word, The Bible.

  • Read: Psalm 119:98, 165; Psalm 19:7; Proverbs 7:2 

	 	 	 –	 What	are	some	of	the	benefits	of	knowing	and	keeping	God’s	commandments?

  • Read Romans chapter 12
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 3. Free to choose
 
   Any decision that lies within the moral will of God is acceptable to God. Where God is silent 

on an issue such as, where to live, where to go to school, where to work or whom we should 
marry, we are free to make our own decisions. Wisdom in making those choices should be 
based on the following:

  • Principle of spiritual expediency 

  • Read: Philippians 2:25-26; I Corinthians 16:3-4; Acts 6:2-4

   –  In these examples, would any decision, other than the one Paul made, have been 
wrong or more pleasing to God?

   –  He may have made an uniformed or unwise decision, but it would not have been out 
of God’s moral will for Paul.

   –  Paul’s purpose was to be spiritually expedient, to seek the end—glorify God—as 
quickly	and	efficiently	as	possible.

   – In short, do what works the best and the quickest without violating God’s moral will.

  • Acquire wisdom through:

    “Wisdom is the power to see, and the inclination to choose, the best and highest goal, 
together with the surest means of attaining it.” – J. I. Packard

 4. Wisdom through supernatural revelation—Holy Spirit

  • Read: James 1:5-6, I Corinthians 2:9-11; 12:8; 14:39

   – How do we get wisdom from the Holy Spirit?
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  • Read: Daniel 9:2-3, 21, 22; Acts 10:9-10

   – What role does fasting play in seeking the will of God?

 5. Possible Pitfalls

  • Lack of obedience—Proverbs 28:9; 66:18, James 5:16

  • Open/Closed doors

	 	 	 –	 Read:	Acts	14:27;	I	Corinthians	16:8-9;	Colossians	4:3;	II	Corinthians	2:12-13

   –  Based on these passages, we can make the following conclusions concerning the 
place of “open doors” in guidance and decision-making: 

    •  The term “door” refers to an opportunity, usually related to the effective ministry 
of the Word.

    •  Opportunities, like everything else, come through God’s sovereignty.

    •  The nature of such opportunities, as well as the common practice of Paul, indicate 
that most of the time, “open doors” should be utilized as part of wise resourceful 
living for the Lord (Ephesians 5:15-16).

    •  If a greater opportunity or more pressing work is at hand, it is acceptable and 
proper to pass by the open door.

 
    •  An “open door” is not a direct providential sign form God telling the believer to 

go in a certain direction. II Corinthians 2:12-13

    •  It is ok to pray for God to open doors, but just because a door is open or opens 
up does not mean we should bolt right through it. 

  • Closed doors

   –  The Bible does talk about open doors; it does not talk about closed doors. The 
implication	is	there,	but	it	does	not	specifically	address	closed	doors.

   – Read: Romans 1:10-13

  • Feelings/Emotions

	 	 	 –	 	Our	feelings	can’t	always	be	trusted,	they	can	be	greatly	influenced	by	a	host	of	
things—our health, our upbringing, fatigue, medication, the weather, our diet, our 
hormonal balance, a news report, the feelings of others—in short, everything that 
influences	our	immediate	perception	of	reality.
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Conclusion

It is important to remember that God will have His way with the universe and everything in it. However, 
we get to make our own choices within His sovereign will and His moral will. He has given us everything 
we need to know what His good and perfect will is for our lives. Our day-to-day decisions should be 
guided by His moral will and based on spiritual expediency so that whatever we do might bring glory 
to God. In every important situation that we face, God has given us His Holy Spirit as a guide. Through 
prayer and fasting, we can position ourselves to receive a supernatural gift of revelation.
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APPENDIX A: CHECKLIST FOR CHRISTIAN LIVING

Romans 12
 • Do not be conformed to the world.

 • Be transformed by the renewing or your mind.

 • Do not think more highly of yourself than you ought. 

 • Love without hypocrisy.

 • Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.

 • Be devoted to one another in brotherly love.

 • Give preference to one another in honor.

 • Diligently/fervently serve the Lord.

 • Rejoice in hope.

 • Persevere in tribulation.

 • Be devoted to prayer.

 • Contribute to the needs of the saints; practice hospitality.

 • Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse.

 • Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.

 • Be of the same mind toward one another.

 • Do not be arrogant, but associate with the lowly.

 • Do not be wise in your own estimation.

 • Never pay back evil for evil to anyone.

 • Respect what is right in the sight of all men.

 • If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men.

 • Never take your own revenge, leave room for the wrath of God.

 • Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 
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