
 

 

Water of Life Community Church 
YOUR FAMILY'S SPIRITUAL LIFE 
WEEK 3 
LUKE 15:11-32 
 
LEADER NOTES 

ICEBREAKER 

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

Who is your all-time favorite TV family? Why? 

Why do you think many people can be so good in other areas in their lives and yet struggle in 
their familial relationships? 

What is overwhelming to you when you think about dealing with your family's spiritual life in 
today's world? 

The goal for all of us is to impart life to our children. The question for us today is, "How?" What is our 
role in the spiritual lives of our children as they grow older and make decisions contrary to the 
example given to them in God's Word? If we do not constantly work to maintain a relationship with 
our adult children through communication, forgiveness, and grace, that relationship will decay. We 
must not give up, but continue to trust the Lord as we seek to honor Him in the way we relate to our 
adult children and pass on a legacy of faith in our families. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Father God, thank you for never giving up on us and for leading us throughout our lives, not just 
when we first come to faith in your Son Jesus. Help us now as we learn to serve our families with 
endurance, even when our adult children stray from You. Teach us how to simultaneously release 
our children to you and also impart a legacy of godliness to them over the course of their whole 
lives. We pray in Jesus' name. Amen. 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

As we've been learning what it means to invest well in the spiritual lives of our families, we've 
discovered that our own spiritual life is our very best tool. This is true when our children are young 



 

 

and also when they grow up. Mistakes will be made by us and by our children, and sometimes 
decisions will cause us great pain. However, the Lord calls us into endurance and sacrificial service 
in every relationship of our lives, including with our adult children with whom there is conflict and 
reconciliation is needed. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ LUKE 15:11-32. 

a. Jim Burns lists six reasons children's faith atrophies in his book, Doing Life With Your 
Adult Children: neglect, drifting, unbelief or lack of trust, disobedience or an act of the will, 
hardening of hearts, and forgetting spiritual destiny. Which of these causes do you find in 
Jesus' parable of the prodigal son? 

b. What are some reasons we go and search out a “better life”? How do you feel when you 
consider the prospect of one of your children embracing one of those reasons and turning 
away from God? How might it be beneficial for a parent to consider that possibility? 

c. Why did Jesus make the son realize his need, come to his senses, and head home instead 
of telling the story so that the father went and found the son and brought him home? 

d. What do you like about the way the father handled this “domestic crisis”? What would you 
have liked to see him do differently? 

The implication is that the father had been waiting and hoping to one day see his son return. There 
was no haughtiness of wounded pride, but only the welling up of pity, love, and joy. The son was 
immediately and unconditionally elevated to a position of honor and respect in the home. This 
picture presents an absolutely unique, staggering insight into the response of the Almighty Holy God 
to a repentant sinner, and serves as our example in dealing with the spiritual lives of our adult 
children. 

e. What are some things people tend to think they are missing out on if they fully commit to 
Jesus? How did session one of this series teach you is the best way to head off that line of 
thinking in your children? 

f. Some people see Jesus as merely a part of their lives instead of their whole life. What do 
we miss out on by compartmentalizing relationship with Him in this way? 

Reading a story like the prodigal son, it may be tempting to think, “My kids would never do that.” But 
at some point, we all doubt the love of our Father. The temptation for the far country exists for all of 
us. This story helps us see that no matter how far we roam, the best life is found in the love of the 
Father. As parents, we best teach our children—whether young or older— the truth in this by 
example. 

g. Why should this parable cultivate sympathy for people who have wandered away from faith 
in Jesus or never experienced it to begin with? It's easier to respond with compassion when 
it's not your own child who is the one that has wandered. Why do you think this is so often 
true? 



 

 

2. READ PROVERBS 22:6. 

a. This proverb is often taken as a promise, but do you know of any examples of a child 
departing from God’s way when he or she grew up? 

b. How, then, should we understand this proverb? 

c. When thinking about parenting your adult children, what encouragement can you take from 
this verse? 

Proverbs, as wisdom sayings, are general rules about the way God has created the world to 
operate. In this sense, teaching a child about God’s way will often result in a child following God’s 
will. But that is not always the case. We should not hold this proverb as a promise with which to 
berate others, or to heap guilt upon ourselves. Rather, we should be encouraged to train our children 
for the purpose of holiness because this way of life matches up with the way God wants His people 
to live. The child who is wise will learn these lessons and, even if they stray, return to walk in 
them to the glory of God the Creator. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

While those adult children who have caused pain to us or our loved ones may seem to 
deserve harsh judgment, how can we respond to them in a way that honors God? 

What is one way you can serve your adult child this week? How can you show your adult 
child that God loves him or her and so do you? 

Close your time by thanking God that He is not apathetic toward us nor does He ever give up on us. 
Pray that God would lead us into healthy and godly relationships with our adult children. Pray that 
those relationships would be characterized by love and reconciliation. 

GOING DEEPER 

Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to wolgroups.com and click 
on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this week’s theme. 

MEMORY VERSE 

Proverbs 22:6, English Standard Version (ESV) 

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is old he will not depart from it. 

  



 

 

COMMENTARY 

LUKE 15:11-32 

15:11-12. Jesus turned to the family setting for his concluding parable to illustrate why He 
associated with sinners. The story was told succinctly with only the points Jesus wanted to make 
elaborated. A younger son demanded his share of the estate and got it. There is no indication of why 
he wanted it or why the father so quickly gave it to him. Later we will see the older brother’s attitude 
and surmise sibling rivalry here, as in the Old Testament stories of Jacob and Esau and of Joseph 
and his brothers. The younger brother’s portion was only a third of the estate if the entire estate were 
divided. By law, the older brother got a double portion (Deut. 21:17). Although this well-known 
parable (vv. 11-32) is usually called the parable of the prodigal son, the other son and the father are 
also important characters. It was unusual, but not unheard of, for a father to settle his estate before 
his death. Since the older son got a double portion of his father’s estate, the younger son’s share 
would have been one-third of the estate. 

15:13-16. The younger son had no intention of returning to his family. It is impossible to know 
whether his foolish living included “prostitutes” (v. 30), or if that was just an angry accusation made 
by the older brother. The irony of the penniless younger son’s new job was that pigs were unclean 
animals to Jews (Lev. 11:7). He was at rock bottom in his new life. 

15:17-19. It took extreme poverty and hunger to prompt the younger son to come to his senses and 
realize that, in spite of all he had done, the correct course of action was to return and become one of 
his father’s hired hands. To do so, however, it would be necessary to confess that he had sinned 
greatly and was not worthy to be called his son. This is a vivid picture of a person “hitting bottom” 
and finally realizing the magnitude of his sin. The younger brother came to his senses: The day 
laborers on his dad’s farm had enough to eat. Note how this ties the story back to the beginning of 
the chapter and the theme of sinners. No longer are we using animals or objects to talk about the 
lost. Now we have gotten down to basic facts. People are lost. People need to realize their lost 
condition and admit it. The younger son’s first step is saying, “I am a sinner.” 

What is a sinner? An unworthy person. One who deserves nothing. Yet a sinner wants something. 
So the sinner searches for someone who loves the unworthy, who is willing to help the undeserving. 
The sinful younger brother had forfeited his position as son. He had no more claims on his father, so 
he applied for a new job—day laborer. Humans have the capacity to change. We do not have to 
remain in the pigpen. We do not have to continue to live as sinners. We can become responsible for 
our lives. We can quit our riotous living. We can come home. 

15:20-23. Focus shifts from son to father. That the father saw his son coming from a long way off 
indicates that he habitually looked for his return. Perhaps the normal parental reaction to the 
younger son’s return would be anger or at least deep disappointment, but this father’s response 
displayed: (1) compassion, (2) love (threw his arms around his neck and kissed him), (3) celebration 
(a feast), and (4) joyful restoration of status for his son (a robe of distinction, signet ring of family 
authority, sandals worn by a son, in contrast to barefoot slaves). Even the joyful welcome did not 
deter the son from his determined course. He repeated the plea he had rehearsed. Somehow the 
last line never came out; the job application as a day laborer was never made. 

15:24. This is the point at which the parable ties in to the two previous stories about God’s joy in 
saving the lost. The father’s celebratory attitude depicts the way in which God the Father receives 
repentant sinners. This contrasts with the contempt the Pharisees and scribes displayed for sinners 
who came to Jesus (v. 2). How could the father act like this? Did he not know what the son had 



 

 

done? Of course, but the son had been given up for dead. This was resurrection time. He was lost. 
We found the precious treasure for which we have hunted. The lost sheep is back. Certainly a lost 
and found son is worth much more than a coin or a sheep. What a picture of the Father in heaven. 
How He does celebrate when the lost are found, when sinners repent. What compassion and love 
He shows. Why does Jesus associate with sinners? Because heaven loves them and waits patiently 
for them to return and repent so the celebration can begin. Heaven’s citizens are repentant sinners. 

15:25-30. Instead of the story ending on a note of joy and celebration, as might be expected, the 
spotlight shifts to the older brother. Unlike the father’s positive attitude, the older brother (1) was 
surprised at the return of his sinning brother, (2) was offended and jealous at the father’s celebration, 
(3) became angry at the father’s forgiving love, (4) declared his own self-righteousness, and (5) 
focused on his brother’s sinfulness rather than his newfound repentance. Jesus’ representation of 
the religious leaders in the character of the older brother was a scathing rebuke of their self-
righteousness. 

15:31-32. The rebuke of the religious leaders continues. They did not understand (1) the opportunity 
for a close relationship with God, (2) the generosity of His grace, (3) His joy at the salvation of 
sinners, or (4) the profound transformation of conversion. Perhaps most crucial of all, however, is the 
reminder of kinship to the sinners intended in the phrase this brother of yours. The religious leaders 
refused to accept their Jewish brethren, the “sinners,” as the older brother in this story. 

PROVERBS 22:6 

Discipline for Children (22:6). 22:6 This verse is popularly debated on two fronts. Some take v. 6a to 
mean, “Train a child in accordance with his nature,” meaning that the teacher must take into account 
the idiosyncrasies of the child and customize the method of training accordingly. Others, including 
the NIV, take it to mean simply that one should train a child in the way he should go. A better 
interpretation is, loosely rendered, “Train a child in a manner befitting a child.” In other words, one 
should train a child using vocabulary, concepts, and illustrations a child can understand. It does not 
mean that instruction should be tailor-made for each individual child (however valid that concept may 
be) but that one should begin instructing a child in elementary principles of right and wrong as soon 
as possible. 

Another contention is whether “and when he is old” implies he will come back to the right way in later 
years after a period of straying or whether it simply means that he will faithfully persevere in the right 
way. “Old” here does not mean after he is “elderly,” however; the point, after v. 6a, is that he will 
build on the fundamental principles as he grows up and persevere in the right way. The whole could 
be translated, “Train a child in a manner befitting a child, and even as he grows old he will not turn 
from it.” 


