
 

 

Water of Life Community Church 
YOUR FAMILY'S SPIRITUAL LIFE 
WEEK 1 
LUKE 6:39-45; 2 TIMOTHY 4:2 
 
LEADER NOTES 

ICEBREAKER 

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

Is there anything tangible that has been handed down through your family? What is it? 

Why do you think passing on things like this is an important part of family life? 

What about faith? Do you think families typically pay enough attention to how their faith will 
be passed down from generation to generation? 

Legacies are built one moment at a time, but they’re not built by accident. Instead, through careful 
and intentional actions, families can pass on the important parts of their family dynamic to the next 
generation. Though we might typically think of things like a set of dishes or some other antique being 
passed from generation to generation, nothing that we can pass down is more important than faith. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Father God, thank you for the gift of family, best revealed and demonstrated to us through our 
adoption as Your sons and daughters. Jesus, help us learn from You. As we learn and grow as 
disciples, Holy Spirit, move in our families to establish legacies of faith. In Jesus' name, amen. 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

Parenting is hard and there's no one formula that fits every circumstance. However, parents who 
truly want to leave a legacy of spiritual health in following the Lord must take personal responsibility. 
It's not up to the student pastor or children's minister to impart a spiritual legacy for your 
family. Rather, your own personal spiritual walk is your most important tool in building and passing 
along faith in your family. 



 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ LUKE 6:39-45 

a. What stands out to you the most personally in this passage?  

b. In your own words, what general truth is Jesus communicating here? 

c. How have you seen verse 42 played out in a parent-child relationship—either when you 
were growing up or as you've parented your own children? 

d. Is "do as I say, not as I do" ever an effective parenting strategy? Explain. 

Jesus delved into His disciples’ inner character. The speck denoted a small object. The log, 
however, represented a huge piece of wood that obviously would cause blindness. In parenting as in 
all our relationships, we must remember that we’re all sinners who deserve God’s judgment but are 
offered His grace (Romans 3:19-24). God holds all of us to the same standard, and we all fall short 
of it. As we parent and correct our children, we must be aware of our own sin and remember God's 
wisdom and authority. 

e. What are some key characteristics of “good fruit” (vv. 43-45) in the life of a parent wanting 
to pass on a legacy of faith? Why is it important that our lives bear good fruit? 

f. What quality of fruit would your family say you are producing? Why? What would Jesus 
need to do to make it better? 

Jesus compared us to fruit-bearing trees. The type of fruit a person’s life produces is determined by 
the type of tree that produces it. In this context, good fruit can be understood as a life consistent with 
the righteous standards Jesus taught. It is through our actions and our character—the fruit we 
produce—that our children see Jesus in us.  

2. READ 2 TIMOTHY 4:2. 

a. What stands out to you as especially instructive for parents in this verse? What are the 
specific ways Paul teaches here for us to invest in the kingdom of God? 

To “preach” includes more than standing behind a pulpit to deliver a sermon. We all have 
opportunities to make known the truth of God’s Word. In the remainder of verse 2, Paul pointed out 
how Timothy was to do this. He was to persist in it “in season and out of season.” This phrase may 
also be translated “whether it’s convenient or not.” As Christian parents, we need to speak up for the 
truth of God not only when the situation seems convenient or when our children are asking us 
questions, but when it is inconvenient and they aren't necessarily looking to us for answers. We must 
live the faith and be available as witnesses to the truth all the time. 

b. "Be ready to tell stories" was a point of application made in the message. What hang-ups 
might some parents have about sharing their own personal stories with their children? 



 

 

c. Why are personal testimonies shared in the right context always such strong teaching 
tools? 

d. "Keep up with culture" is a second point of application that was made. Why do you think 
so many parents make it their business to know what is going on with their young children, 
but then give up or bury their heads in the sand when their kids enter the teenage years?  

e. What is a current cultural issue any parent who wants to lead their children to love and 
follow Jesus should proactively address? Why? 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

Of the four "not so obvious" ways we were challenged to build our families spiritually, which 
stands out to you the most as something to apply in the days ahead: 1. Be ready to share 
stories. 2. Keep up with culture. 3. Beware of where your family invests time. 4. Invest in the 
kingdom of God. Explain. 

What advice would you give to a parent who has not spiritually led his or her family well in 
the past, but wants to begin doing so now? 

Close your time by thanking God for the opportunity to impart a spiritual legacy. Ask God to help you 
and your group members to commit to growing in ways that will enable them to do so, living in a way 
that points the generations coming after us to abundant life in Christ. 

GOING DEEPER 

Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to wolgroups.com and click 
on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this week’s theme. 

MEMORY VERSE 

2 Timothy 4:2, New Living Translation (NLT) 

Preach the word of God. Be prepared, whether the time is favorable or not. Patiently correct, rebuke, 
and encourage your people with good teaching. 

COMMENTARY 

LUKE 6:39-45 

6:39-40. This parable is a warning about following the wrong person. Spiritually blind leaders 
mislead disciples. 



 

 

6:41-42. A person is a hypocrite (Gk hupokrites; “one who pretends to be someone else”) if he 
harshly criticizes a small weakness (a speck) in another person’s life while overlooking a large fault 
(a log) in his own. We are in no position to criticize another person until we have dealt with our own 
shortcomings. 

6:43-45. The type of fruit produced is determined by the type of tree that produces it. A person’s 
actions and words come from the heart, whether good or evil. 

2 TIMOTHY 4:2 

In verse 2 are five verbs that detail what Paul wanted Timothy to do. The first is “proclaim the 
message,” which is the basis of the other four actions. Timothy’s central function as Christ’s minister 
was to preach the gospel. Believers can help others avoid being misled by persistently finding ways 
to declare God’s truth to them. 

By using the phrase “in season and out of season” Paul may have been emphasizing that Timothy 
should stay with the task whether or not he felt like it. Paul also may have meant that Timothy should 
continue to teach God’s Word whether or not his hearers felt it a convenient time to listen. 

  


