
 

 

Water of Life Community Church 
THE WONDER OF GOD 
WEEK 5 
LUKE 7:1-23 
 
LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see the text noted in bold. 
 

ICEBREAKER 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

- Have you ever gone through a season of doubt in your relationship with Jesus? What do you 
think were the motivating factors behind that season? 

- How did you respond to that season? What did you learn from it? 

As we go through seasons of doubt, let us remember what God has done and continues to do in our 
lives. Let us face our doubts head-on by the Spirit of God within us so that God might work in our 
hearts to strengthen our faith and increase our understanding of who Jesus is and why He came. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 
Father God, we confess you are worthy of our full trust. Help us demonstrate that trust in our day to 
day lives. Jesus, we want to know you more and walk worthy of the calling we have received in your 
name. Spirit, lead us to deeper faith. In Jesus' name, amen. 

WORSHIP 
If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 
We all have to believe for ourselves whether Jesus is the Messiah or not. As we'll see in Luke 
7, the way we demonstrate that belief will play out in the way we respond to the 
circumstances of our lives. 

  



 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ LUKE 7:1-10. 

a. The definition of faith in Hebrews 11:1, “Now faith is the reality of what is hoped for, the 
proof of what is not seen.” How was the centurion’s faith revealed in this story? 

b. What types of power did the centurion believe Jesus had? 

c. What reasons might the centurion have had to doubt Jesus' power? 

d. Describe a time when you put your faith and trust in God and let Him work out His 
purposes in a desperate situation you were facing. What was the outcome? How was your 
relationship with Him impacted? 

The centurion responded to Jesus with great humility, and with great faith. An amazing thing about 
the centurion’s insight into Jesus was that he intuitively recognized Jesus’ power despite having 
never met Jesus before. The centurion had only heard about Jesus; yet based on that testimony, he 
had enough to know what kind of person Jesus was and that He was someone he could trust. The 
response of the centurion is a great reminder to the modern reader that responding to Jesus is not 
based on complete revelation or having every possible question about Him answered; rather, it is 
based on having the right questions answered about Him in the power of God. 

2. READ LUKE 7:11-17. 

a. Why do you think Jesus went out of His way to perform this miracle? What did He reveal 
about Himself? 

b. How do you think the widow felt in the moment when she realized what Jesus had done? 

c. In what ways is this story similar to what Jesus did in your life when He saved you? Read 
Ephesians 2:4-7 to help you answer. 

In verse 16, the scene shifted from the widow, her son, and the pallbearers to the crowd that had 
gathered and watched the miracle unfold before their eyes. Because all of them beheld Jesus bring 
a corpse back to life, no one could ever doubt that He had absolute authority over death. 
Furthermore, no one would ever be able to say that Jesus lacked compassion for hurting people. 

d. How did the people react to Jesus? What do you think your response would have been if 
you witnessed this miracle? 

e. What miracles has God performed in or through Water of Life Community Church lately? 
How might we see more and more miracles, signs and wonders? 

After the miracle, countless eyewitnesses went their ways telling the story about Jesus and His 
authority over death. The miracle showed them that God had come to help them and that Jesus was 
sent from Him. Not everyone approved of Jesus’ work, though. Many Pharisees openly opposed 
Jesus and condemned His actions, particularly His behavior on the Sabbath. Interestingly, one 



 

 

member of this sect invited Jesus to a meal at his home. The scene that unfolded likely surprised 
everyone. 

3. READ LUKE 7:18-23. 

a. From Matthew’s parallel account of this encounter between Jesus and John the Baptist, we 
learn that John was in prison when he approached Jesus through messengers (Matt. 11:1-6). 
Read Matthew 14:1-5. How did John land in prison? Why might prison have raised doubts for 
John about Jesus’ identity? 

While Jesus’ ministry was unfolding and all of these miracles and teachings were taking place, John 
the Baptist was in prison. John was the prophet whom God appointed to prepare the way for Jesus’ 
earthly ministry, and he of all people should have known Jesus was the Messiah. However, while in 
prison, John was dependent on other people to relay Jesus’ actions to him, and the reports he 
received confused him as to whether or not Jesus really was the Messiah, so he took his question to 
Jesus. 

b. What kinds of “prisons” tend to bring up doubts for you regarding Jesus? In those periods 
of discouragement and doubt, what most renews your belief and faith? 

c. In response, Jesus listed six aspects of His ministry (v. 22). How did these aspects point to 
His role as Messiah? 

Jesus never chastised John for asking the question; instead, He held up John as a model prophet 
and follower. John thus serves as a model for us as we grow in our faith and join in Jesus’ ministry. 
To ease John’s doubts, Jesus pointed to the work He had done since His ministry began, work that 
fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy about the coming Messiah. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 
Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

When did you come to the place in your life where you knew Jesus was the Messiah, the Son 
of God and your Savior? How did you come to this understanding? What difference has it 
made in your life? 

Does trusting God come naturally for you, or are you someone who tries to control situations 
yourself? What is one step toward trust you can take this week? 

What are some practical ways we can help one another deal honestly with our doubts over 
Jesus’ messiahship and the implications it has on our lives? 

Thank God for sending Jesus to die for doubters like us. Pray for the strength to trust God in the 
midst of all life’s joys and trials. Pray also that as we face seasons of doubt, we would fight the 
temptation to look inward and isolate ourselves and instead look outward to Christ, Scripture, and 
the community of faith around us. 

  



 

 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE 
REFLECT 
  

- Take a moment to think about: What do you normally do or how do you normally 
react when you feel discouraged? 

RESPOND 
 

- Use a journal or notepad or your phone to write out the things that you have been 
feeling hopeless or doubtful about. Allow God into those places and see how you feel 
encouraged! 

 Also … Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme. 

MEMORY VERSE 
Luke 7:23, New International Version (NIV) 

"Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me." 

COMMENTARY 
LUKE 7:1-23 

7:1-3 Capernaum was Jesus’ headquarters for His ministry in Galilee (4:14–9:50). A centurion was a 
commander of 100 men in the Roman army. This centurion was apparently a compassionate man, 
deeply concerned about the illness of his servant. He reached out to Jesus through some local 
Jewish elders (either recognized leaders in the community or respected older men). In the parallel 
passage in Matt. 8:5-10, the centurion approached Jesus directly. 

7:4-8 The Jewish elders were willing to intervene with Jesus because they considered the centurion 
a truly worthy man. Though he was a Gentile, he loved Israel and had spent time and money 
constructing a synagogue in Capernaum. The centurion did not consider himself worthy of being in 
Jesus’ presence, but he had faith that Jesus could heal his servant, even at a distance. He 
understood the spiritual authority Jesus commanded because he understood military authority. 

7:9-10 Jesus was amazed that the faith of the Gentile centurion was greater than the faith of any He 
had found in Israel. The centurion’s faith was rewarded; his slave was restored to good health by 
Jesus. 



 

 

7:13-15 Jesus acted out of compassion for the widow in bringing her son back from the dead. By 
custom Jewish funerals included an open coffin, but anyone who touched the corpse became 
ceremonially unclean (Num 19:11). This is the first of several times that Jesus raised a person from 
the dead (Lk 8:40-56; Jn 11:38-44). 

7:16-17 The phrase “a great prophet has risen” probably refers to Elijah (1Ki 17:17-24) and Elisha 
(2Ki 4:18-37) raising people from the dead. “God has visited His people” does not necessarily mean 
that the people at this early date believed that God had become a man in the person of Jesus (Jn 
1:14). It can mean simply that the power of God had been experienced among His people. The fact 
that the report about this miracle reached Judea looks ahead to Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem (9:51–
19:44). 

7:21-23 Verse 21 is a summary of the miracles Jesus was doing in His ministry, serving as a lead-in 
to His response to the question from John the Baptist’s disciples. The things Jesus told John’s 
disciples to report that they had seen and heard went beyond the prophecy of the Messiah in Isa. 
61:1-2 (e.g., the dead are raised). Blessed looks back to Luke 6:22. 


