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LEADER NOTES 
Your Participants will only see text noted in bold.  
 

ICE BREAKER 

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

- Have you ever been involved in an event or a movement that was bigger than you (i.e. a 
large church event or outreach, a mission trip, church-wide campaign or fundraiser, or even 
playing a team sport, etc.)? If so, what was it like? How did it impact you? 

- When is the last time God did something unusual and unexpected in your life? Were you 
able to connect that event to God’s faithfulness? Explain. 

To understand the significance of Jesus’ birth, we must learn its historical context. In Luke's gospel, 
Luke uses a writing style that transports his reader into the ancient story of Israel. We are entered 
into an Old Testament-like narrative and are encouraged to get caught up in these events if we want 
to be introduced to Jesus properly. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Father God, thank you for your supernatural work in the world to restore relationship with us. Jesus, 
thank you for coming to earth to live as a man so that we might see God, know Him, and receive His 
forgiveness. Spirit, fall fresh on us as we read Luke's account of Jesus' earthly life in the weeks and 
months ahead. Teach us to truly follow you with our whole lives. We pray in Jesus' name. Amen. 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg.  

INTRODUCTION 

The Gospel of Luke begins with an angel promising the births of John the Baptist and Jesus. 
As we study, we’ll see a common theme develop—God’s use of the unexpected to bring 
Jesus into the world. Scripture from Genesis to Revelation shows that God often works in 
unexpected ways, just as He does in our lives today. 



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1.  READ LUKE 1:5-25. 

a. What characteristics of Zechariah and Elizabeth made them good candidates for a special 
gift from God? 

b. Why do you think Luke describes the circumstances surrounding John the Baptist’s birth 
before those of Jesus? 

In the introduction of his Gospel, Luke tells Theophilus that he will give an orderly account of the 
“things accomplished among us.” We see in Luke’s Gospel that the “things” he is talking about have 
to do with the Person and work of Jesus. Yet, when we begin reading Luke’s narrative, we are 
instead introduced to Zechariah and Elizabeth! We are told about the events surrounding a special 
birth, but it is that of their son John, not Jesus. Jesus is not mentioned by name until Luke 1:31. 
Luke's approach reveals that if we really want to know who Jesus is, we must first be placed in the 
story. We will not fully appreciate Jesus and all that God called Him to do if we do not first take into 
consideration the context of His birth and the foundations that were laid several years before His 
public ministry. 

2. READ LUKE 1:26-38. 

After Elizabeth and Zechariah received a message from God about His plans for them to have a 
child, the same angel visited a young girl in the town of Nazareth. While Elizabeth was from a 
priestly line (daughter of Aaron), Mary and Joseph were from the kingly line of the “house of David.” 
God had promised David that his offspring would rule the Kingdom; yet, in those days, to be a priest 
or a king was the result of pure politics and military might. Mary received news about her role in 
God’s plan to bring about the real King of the Jews. 

a. What does the angel tell Mary about her relationship with God? 

b. What do we learn about the Messiah, the promised child, from the angel’s comments to 
Mary in verses 31-33? 

c. Why do you think it was important for Luke to set up a comparison between Jesus and 
John the Baptist? How does that comparison affect the way you think about Jesus? 

The main way Luke shows us the absolute uniqueness of Jesus is through a comparison with John 
the Baptist. John is immensely important, a prophet like Elijah preparing the way for God’s people; 
yet, Jesus is the Son of God and will rule as the Davidic King being God’s Messiah. While John’s 
conception occurs in the conventional way, Jesus’ comes about through the creative work of the 
Holy Spirit. While John, like the Old Testament prophets before him, points to salvation, it is Jesus 
who actually brings salvation. John was great, but Jesus was absolutely unique. 

d. As great a guy as John the Baptist was, Scripture says he was not worthy to untie Jesus’ 
sandals. How does that impact your understanding of who Jesus was and is? 



Luke punctuates that Jesus did not arise out of a context-less situation—God didn’t just choose Him 
from any random family or random people; God didn’t just drop Jesus in out of nowhere. Jesus was 
connected intimately with what God had been doing with the storied people of Israel through ages 
past. Indeed, the story that Luke tells about Jesus is not a new story, but rather a culmination of a 
story that reaches back thousands of years. 

e. Though Mary felt her role in Jesus’ story was out of the blue, we know it was God’s plan all 
along. How does knowing that change the way you think about those people or situations in 
your life which seem to have just dropped in out of nowhere? 

3. READ LUKE 1:39–2:21. 

Mary was told that Jesus would have “the throne of His father David and He will reign over the house 
of Jacob forever” (v. 32). In response to this news, Mary connected the coming of her baby with 
God’s faithfulness to Israel: “He has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy, as He 
spoke to our fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever” (vv. 54-55). 

a. Knowing Jesus’ ministry was for the world, how does that change your perception of 
people around the globe? 

Luke shows us that to understand Jesus, we must see Him in light of the activity of God in the 
ancient city of Israel. However, Luke not only situates Jesus within the history of God’s people, but 
he also situates Jesus firmly within world history. As Luke notes, these events happened “in the days 
of Herod, king of Judea” and during the rule of “Caesar Augustus . . . when Quirinius was governor 
of Syria” (2:1-2). 

4. READ LUKE 2:22-38. 

a. How would you describe Simeon? What was Simeon waiting for? 

b. What is the relationship between Simeon’s righteousness and devotion and his recognition 
of the Savior? 

What we learn from Simeon is that an intimate, personal relationship with God enables us to 
respond to God’s leading. Simeon was walking in a right relationship with God. He was anticipating 
the Messiah’s coming, which indicates he took God’s promises seriously. In addition, he was “moved 
by the Holy Spirit” (v. 27). Finally, Simeon was worshiping God in the temple. God used Simeon’s 
worship time to communicate Jesus’ identity and mission. 

c. What does it mean that Jesus is “a light for revelation to the Gentiles”? 

d. How is Jesus still the cause of the rising and falling of people today? Why are some people 
threatened by Jesus? 

The word translated “Gentiles” in verse 32 is from the Greek word ethnos, meaning “nations.” It’s the 
same word Jesus used in the Great Commission, “go and make disciples of all nations” (Matt. 
28:19). The coming of Jesus was more than a fulfillment of Israel’s messianic hopes. Jesus is the 
light revealing and providing God’s way of salvation for all people. Though Israel has always had a 
special place in God’s plan, God’s plan of redemption includes both Jews and Gentiles. (See Isa. 
40:5; 42:6; 49:6; 52:9-10.) 

  



e. How does Luke describe Anna? How was she anticipating the Messiah? 

Ancient Israel and Rome were male dominated cultures and yet, Luke included this episode of a 
female prophet worshiping Jesus. Including this story would not have impressed anyone in Luke’s 
day. This further illustrates the truth of verses 29-32, that Jesus has come to be savior to all people. 
In addition to race, Anna’s inclusion reminds us that Jesus’ sacrifice is for all regardless of sex or 
social status. Anna shines as an example of what it means to delight in Christ. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

In this week's message, Pastor said that we should live in the promises of God, "believing 
and seeing them come to pass and then praising Him for His faithfulness." What would it look 
like for you to live in the promises of Jesus the Messiah this week? 

Pastor also made this point of application: "God speaks to people who want His way, are 
humble enough to listen, wise enough to believe it, and who act on it." In what situation does 
that truth speak to you personally? How? 

In Luke 2:41-52 we learn that Jesus "must" do His Father's work. What does this teach you 
about Jesus? About yourself? 

Pray that God would show you the uniqueness of Jesus. Invite the Spirit to compel you to do the 
Father's work this week, living and speaking in such a way that shows Jesus to be truly matchless. 

GOING DEEPER/WEEKLY CHALLENGE 

REFLECT 

- Where have you seen the power of God move in your life?  

RESPOND 

- Take this week to slow down and get quiet before God. Take a few minutes in silence 
to listen to his voice.  

Also … Subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme. 

  



MEMORY VERSE 

Luke 2:30-32, New International Version (NIV) 

For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a 
light for revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel. 

COMMENTARY 

LUKE 1–2 

After a crucial preface in which Luke explained his task, the author launched into a unique 
comparison of John and Jesus by showing how both represent the fulfillment of promises made by 
God. John was like Elijah, but Jesus had Davidic roles to fulfill and possessed a unique supernatural 
origin. John was forerunner, but Jesus was fulfillment. Everything in Luke 1 points to the superiority 
of Jesus over John, who obediently prepared the way. 

Mary's hymn praises the faithfulness of God to His promise and His blessing of those who are 
humble before Him, setting up a major Lukan theme. Her praise is personal in tone. Zechariah 
reiterated the hope in national, Davidic terms and set forth the superior relationship of Jesus to John. 
In doing so, Zechariah links spiritual promises and national promises to Davidic hope, another theme 
Luke would develop in the Gospel. The goal of salvation is to free God's people to serve Him without 
fear and to enable them to walk in God's path of peace. In these accounts Mary pictures the one 
who trusts God, Elizabeth is the one who rejoices in God, while Zechariah learns to trust God. 

Jesus' birth took place in humble circumstances, but all the figures surrounding His birth were pious 
and responsive to the hope of God. Jesus was praised by a priest, by a humble virgin, by shepherds, 
and by a prophet and prophetess at the temple. All reflect high expectation from people who are 
portrayed as walking with God. Only the word of Simeon to Mary gives an ominous ring. The old 
man noted that Jesus would be a "light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to ... Israel." In 
fact, Jesus would be a cause of grief for Mary and division in Israel. Jesus is the "salvation" of God, 
but in the midst of hope is the reality that fulfillment comes mixed with pain and suffering. 


