
 

PHASE 2 

 

REOPENING SMALL GROUPS 

 
Hello Leaders!  

 

Small Group leadership has been working in conjunction with Pastor Dan and the 

executive team to map out procedures for moving into Phase 2 of the reopening 

plan. Small Group leadership has crafted guidelines towards that end.  

 

Phase 2 allows for groups to meet in backyard/outdoor space gatherings. Water of 

Life encourages meeting outdoors in controlled environments such as restaurants, 

parks, outdoor museums.  

 

As a small group leader, you have the option to continue online or to start meeting 

outdoors. Below, we have outlined the parameters for gathering in outdoor spaces. 

At the end of the document you will find a place to check-off which option your 

group will take. Once you have read through the guidelines and checked off your 

intentions and signed, please also forward the document to your members and ask 

them to complete, sign and submit it to us for our records. Please keep in mind that 

this is an adult meeting and children are not allowed.  

 

Please contact the Small Group Ministry if you have any questions or if you need us 

to clarify any concerns at 909-463-0103 x4149 or smallgroups@wateroflifecc.org.  

 

Meeting Options  

 
100% Online  
 
You may want to continue to meet online. This option may be the best one for you and 

your group based on the needs of your group and the level of comfort you group 

members have with meeting in person. Please discuss with your group these options 

and find out what works for the majority.  

 
75% Online & 25% In-Person  
 

Think of this group option as once a month in-person and the rest of the month online. 

Groups can plan social gatherings while meeting all in-person outdoor guidelines to 

have fun while utilizing online for regular meetings. This option can bring consistency 

of meeting online while also a different connection in-person.  
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100% In-Person  
 
This option is for you if your group has chosen to hold all meetings in-person in an 

outdoor setting. Guidelines are provided below. A copy of the document should be 

emailed to each member before the meeting and emailed back to the Small Group 

Ministry.  

 

Before you decide  

 

Before you decide which option your group will take, please do the following first …  

 

 Find out how comfortable all of your members are with meeting outdoors in-

person, or would they prefer to continue online?  

 Try to accommodate those who are not comfortable with meeting in person. 

If all else fails, please let us help them connect to an online group. Please 

reach out to us with their name, phone and email address at 909- 463-0103 

x4149 or smallgroups@wateroflifecc.org.   

 

Phase 2 Reopening  

 
Outdoor Guidelines for Backyards  

 

 Please note any interaction with the general public poses an elevated risk of 

being exposed to COVID-19 and we cannot guarantee that you will not be 

exposed while in attendance at the small group meeting.  

 Temperature checks must be taken before members enter your backyard. 

Those who have a compromised immune system or are considered at a 

greater risk due to underlying health conditions should consider joining an 

online group for the time being.  

 Anyone with a temperature of 100.4 must be sent home.  

 Face Mask are required for all group members and should be worn at all 

times. You may want to have a few extras on hand should a member forget 

theirs.  

 Ask group members to refrain from shaking hands or hugging.  

 Hand Sanitizer—group members are encouraged to bring personal hand 

sanitizer. Small Group Leaders who welcome folks into their backyards are 

also asked to have hand sanitizer in restrooms and at the entrance to their 

yards.  

 Having side gates or doors to your backyard open in advance will eliminate 

repeated touching.  

 If you choose to allow group members to use your bathroom, you must 

disinfect after each use.  

 Any food and/or beverages should be brought by each member for 

personal consumption.  
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 We encourage you to have members bring their own Bible or device to 

avoid sharing.  

 Seating must be social distanced—6 feet apart. Seating can also be set up in 

your yard to accommodate couples and single individuals. You may want to 

encourage members to bring their own deck chair or beach chair. This will 

eliminate the need for you to provided additional seats, and it will eliminate 

having to disinfect after each meeting.  

 

Parks and Other Outdoor Spaces 

  

 Please note any interaction with the general public poses an elevated risk of 

being exposed to COVID-19 and we cannot guarantee that you will not be 

exposed while in attendance at the small group meeting.  

 Follow the same guidelines as stated for backyard use.  

 Keep in mind bathrooms may or may not be available at parks or other 

public areas.  

 

Restaurants  

 

Restaurants have protocols in place based on the government and CDC 

guidelines. With that in mind, remind members of the follow . . .  

 

 Please note any interaction with the general public poses an elevated risk of 

being exposed to COVID-19 and we cannot guarantee that you will not be 

exposed while in attendance at the small group meeting.  

 Wear a mask. Most restaurants require a mask before and after the meal. 

Take precautions—like wearing a mask as much as possible when not eating 

and maintaining a proper social distance if you are dining with others who 

don’t live with you.  

 Maintain a social distance of 6 feet or more in any entryway, hallway, or 

waiting area.  

 When possible, sit outside at tables spaced at least 6 feet apart from other 

people.  

 When possible, choose food and drink options that are not self-serve to limit 

the use of shared serving utensils, handles, buttons, or touchscreens. 

 Wash your hands for at least 20 seconds when entering and exiting the 

restaurant. If soap and water are not readily available, use a hand sanitizer 

that contains at least 60% alcohol. Cover all surfaces of your hands and rub 

them together until they feel dry.  

 Before using the restroom, make sure there is adequate soap and paper 

towels or hand sanitizer containing at least 60% alcohol.  
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If I or Someone in my Group Contracts COVID-19  
If you or some in your group contracts COVID-19, begins to show symptoms of the 

virus or comes into close contact with someone who has contracted the virus, 

please notify your group; the Small Group Ministry at smallgroups@wateroflifecc.org  

or 909.463.0103; and follow the guidelines provided at 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html.   

 

Please complete, sign and submit: COVID-19 – Small Group Intent. 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/steps-when-sick.html
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/7e6bjVXvt3a2spJ07

