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WEEK 3 
ROMANS 12:17-21 
 
LEADER NOTES 

ICE BREAKER 

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

How would you define social justice? 

How might a Christian approach the topic of social justice differently than a non-Christian? 

When we think of justice, we might think of it this way—someone who did something wrong is repaid 
for that wrong, as in, justice is served. To many, justice means wrongs are made right. A buzzword 
has evolved in our culture, however, in which the word “social” is put in front of “justice,” giving the 
word new emphasis altogether. In today’s study, we’ll discover what is God’s view of social justice 
and how that should impact the perspective and behavior of those who entrust their lives to Him. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Father God, we praise You for your all-encompassing justice and mercy. Jesus, we admit it is hard 
to respond to the injustice around us as you did. It is hard to entrust ourselves and others fully to 
Your care when our nature is to seek revenge for wrongs done against us. Let your Spirit fill us so 
that as we seek justice in this world, You are our hope and your eternal kingdom is our priority. In 
Jesus' name we pray, Amen. 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

Pastor asked the question, "Is there such a thing as correct or perfect justice?" Without God, there 
isn't! God, who promises to enact justice in the end, is the same God who went about accomplishing 
justice in His world by becoming a man and suffering injustice Himself. Indeed, Jesus did not judge 
us according to our sin as He had every right to do; instead, He took the penalty for our sin by going 
to the cross. As the Master goes, so go the disciples. Jesus sought to bring justice and 
righteousness to the people who needed it in His first-century world, and He became like them; He 



became like us—an object of human injustice. In the face of personal persecution, He entrusted 
Himself to the ultimate Judge. And so must we. 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ MATTHEW 5:9, 43-48. 

a. From what you know about Jesus’ life, in what ways was He a peacemaker? In what ways 
did He stir things up? For what purpose did He say and do those things? Explain. 

b. When might pursuing God’s peace cause trouble in the world? Why? 

Jesus’ emphasis in verse 9 is on helping others to come to spiritual peace with God. By extension, 
He included helping individuals or nations be at peace with each other. The ministry of peacemaking 
involves resolving conflict by making prompt apologies and acts of restitution, refusing to seek 
revenge, and humbly serving and loving one’s enemies.  

The command to hate your enemy was a twisted corollary of the command to love one’s neighbors. 
Yet because we find it easy to hate our enemies, we can understand why religious people of Jesus’ 
day thought it was the right thing to do. 

c. How did Jesus’ life demonstrate the teachings found in these verses? 

Jesus’ understanding of the command to love your neighbor was to put no limits on who our 
neighbors are. Neighbors include even our enemies and persecutors. Our Lord Himself is the 
ultimate model of this. While on the cross, Jesus prayed, “Father, forgive them” (Luke 23:34). He set 
the ultimate example for us when He showed love to His enemies by forgiving those who crucified 
Him. 

d. Why is it so hard for us to love our “enemies”? 

e. Read verse 48 again. How does the fact that God demands perfection from us, and yet 
when we can’t achieve that, He fulfills His own requirements in our place speak to us about 
the pursuit of justice? 

ASK A FEW VOLUNTEERS TO READ ROMANS 12:19-20, DEUTERONOMY 32:35, AND 
PROVERBS 25:21-22. 

a. How do these verses relate to God's command in Matthew 5:43-44? 

b. What do you think of the phrase, “leave room for God’s wrath” (Rom. 12:19)? Does this 
strike you as odd or intuitive? 

c. How does Proverbs 25:21-22 remind you of Jesus’ teaching in the Sermon on the Mount 
(see Matt. 5:39, 44)? 

This portion from Proverbs accords well with Paul’s words and with Jesus’ words in the Sermon on 
the Mount. We should seek to bless our enemies and trust God with the results. In blessing our 



enemies, we move them toward either shame or repentance—perhaps even both. In addition, God 
might have a purpose in our enemies becoming more hardened toward the truth as a result of our 
kind actions. 

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ ROMANS 12:21. 

a. How does verse 21 reiterate verse 17, while also expanding it? How do you see the 
command of verse 21 as an expression of gospel consistency? 

Repaying evil for evil and sorting out vengeance for ourselves are ways of allowing evil to conquer 
us. As those who have repented of their sin and placed their faith in Christ, it would be hypocritical to 
employ evil methods to achieve “good.” Selfless acts of love and kindness are a fitting application of 
the gospel because it was in Christ’s selfless act on the cross that good ultimately conquered evil 
(Col. 2:13-15; 1 Pet. 3:18, 21). 

b. How did Jesus avoid being conquered by evil? In the context of social justice, how do we 
avoid being conquered by evil? 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

How does Paul’s exhortation for us to treat our enemies with kindness demonstrate the 
“upside-down” nature of the gospel and the kingdom of God? In what ways does this offer an 
alternative to the way the world thinks about justice and personal vindication? 

What practices can we implement in order to guard against a vengeful and spiteful mindset 
toward others? 

How would you explain to a non-Christian that God remains just even when forgiving 
sinners? 

Thank God for His justice that came at the cross, and for His justice to come on the Day of the Lord. 
Praise God for sparing us of His judgment through Christ. Ask the Holy Spirit to fill us with love, 
understanding, and wisdom in dealing with those who seek our harm. 

GOING DEEPER / WEEKLY CHALLENGE 

REFLECT 
● What is the difference between revenge and justice? 

RESPOND 

● Prayerfully release any desire for revenge. 

● Ask God to reveal your role in His desire for reconciliation. 



Also … subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies. 

MEMORY VERSE 

Matthew 5:43-44, New International Version (NIV) 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I tell you, 
love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you," 

COMMENTARY 

ROMANS 12:17-21 

12:17-21. Finally, Paul concludes the chapter with the most lengthy, and perhaps the most difficult to 
manifest, evidence of being a living sacrifice: loving when wronged. The clear command is, Do not 
repay anyone evil for evil— whether a fellow believer or an unbeliever outside the church. There are 
at least two reasons for not taking revenge into one’s own hand. First, it puts an individual, a part of 
the creation, in the place of judge over another part of creation. God has made it abundantly clear in 
Scripture, as Paul attests with his quote of Deuteronomy 32:35, that it is his prerogative and 
responsibility to avenge sin— and that he will do it: “For God will bring every act to judgment, 
everything which is hidden, whether it is good or evil” (Eccl. 12:14, NASB). 

The second reason not to seek revenge is that it could bring disrepute and harm to the cause of the 
gospel. When Paul told Timothy to lead the church in Ephesus in prayers for “kings and all those in 
authority,” it was so that those same subjects of prayer would not bring trouble to the church; so that 
believers could live “peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness” (1 Tim. 2:2). Since “God. . 
. wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth” (1 Tim. 2:3-4), any disruption of 
a quiet and peaceful society would hinder the spread of the gospel. 

To that same end, Paul tells the Roman believers, If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at 
peace with everyone. That would include peace with believers and nonbelievers, those in the church 
and outside the church. Since it takes two to fight, if the believers do not seek revenge, there will be 
no long-lasting disruption of peace. Doing what is right in the eyes of everybody includes not only 
“the eyes of the Lord but also. . . the eyes of men” (2 Cor. 8:21; cf. also 1 Thess. 5:15). 

What should they do when persecuted? In essence, the same thing that Paul has already said in 
verse 14: “Be a blessing.” The lengthy quotation from Proverbs 25:21-22 may represent an Egyptian 
ritual in which hot coals carried in a basin on the head would cause the guilty to repent. If that is the 
basis of the Proverbs quote, then the application would be that love—food and drink—will bring 
about shame and thus repentance in the enemy. But the admonition can be carried out simply as a 
gesture of kindness, as Elisha requested in the case of the Aramean army which, though trapped 
and primed for destruction, was given a feast and then sent home (2 Kgs. 6:21-23; cf. 2 Chr. 28:15). 
Even the law code in Israel commanded that an Israelite return to an enemy an ox or donkey that 
had wandered off, or give assistance to an enemy’s beast of burden (Exod. 23:4-5). 

The point of this last section is to do toward others what God has done toward us: forgive as we 
have been forgiven (Eph. 4:32). God loved us when we were enemies (Rom. 5:10; Col. 1:21). 



Though Israel is an enemy of the gospel still (Rom. 11:28), God loves her. And we are to love those 
who are our enemies. We are not to be overcome by evil but to overcome evil with good. 


