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WEEK 1 
ACTS 11:1-18 
 
LEADER NOTES 

ICEBREAKER 

Is it fair to say that one sin leads to other sins? Why or why not? 

What about the way sin affects other people? Can anyone ever truly make decisions that only 
affect themselves? How have we seen this in our country around the issue of race? 

No one sins in a vacuum. Our wrong attitudes and actions affect others even if we don’t realize it. 
Because we are linked together with other people in our lives, our sin multiplies into the lives of 
others, potentially for generations down the line. In our country and across the globe, we have seen 
the truth of this with clarity in the issue of race. 

OPEN IN PRAYER 

Father God, thank you for your creativity that is on display through diversity in people. Jesus, we 
praise you for coming to earth to bring salvation to every person you created. Holy Spirit, open our 
hearts as we study your Word today, teach us how to treasure others who are different than we are, 
and move us to act in ways that bring reconciliation in the brokenness that has marked us for 
generations. We pray this in Jesus' name, Amen. 

WORSHIP 

If you’re looking for help with worship, head to https://vimeo.com/album/2977729 and choose a 
couple of the songs you find there. The password is wolsg. Worship is also available at the 
beginning of each teaching video on our YouTube channel at mywolgroup.com. 

INTRODUCTION 

Racial prejudice is nothing new, it was even present in the early days of the church. We will see in 
this study how believers had to face their own prejudices when God worked among those they 
despised. Our study will help us come to understand that our God is a God who celebrates diversity, 
and His salvation is for everyone. It will call each of us to action as we are reminded that we all play 
a part in breaking the chain of sin that has been handed down from generation to generation. 

  



DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic. 

1. READ ACTS 11:1-3 

a. Why did the apostles and brothers assume it was wrong for Peter to eat with the Gentiles? 

In the earliest days of the church, followers of Jesus were all Jews. Believing in Jesus as the 
Messiah was simply seen as part of Judaism. Although Jesus had already told His disciples the 
gospel was to go to all peoples and nations (Matt. 28:19-20), believers only shared the gospel with 
other Jews. The Jews showed great prejudice against Gentiles, those who were not Jews. To 
associate with Gentiles was frowned upon, and certainly to go into their homes and eat with them 
was a great infraction. 

b. Look up Matthew 15:1-20. In what ways do the Pharisees’ objections to Jesus’ teaching 
mirror the apostles’ reaction to Peter’s association with the Gentiles in Acts 11? 

c. In both of these passages, meals were shared. What does sharing a meal with someone 
communicate about the nature of your relationship? 

d. In what ways do the groups within both passages focus on externals rather than 
internals—what’s on the inside? 

e. Why is it easy to let differences divide us? Why does the fact that it’s easy not excuse it 
from being wrong? 

f. How is the God of the Bible a God of diversity? Give examples. 

2. READ ACTS 11:4-16. 

a. As Peter defended his actions, what information did he share? What captures your 
attention in Peter’s explanation? 

b. What did Peter’s vision mean (see Acts 10:9-16)? 

c. Can you think of a modern-day parallel to the Jewish food restrictions? 

3. READ ACTS 11:17-18. 

a. What is the message of verse 17? How does verse 17 call for humility on behalf of the 
believer? 

b. What is significant that those who had objected to Peter “quieted down” and “glorified 
God” (v. 18)? How are these two actions often interrelated? How does this idea relate to the 
issue of racial reconciliation? 

c. How did Peter’s step of sharing the gospel to non-Jews affect the history of Christianity?  

As Christians, we should acknowledge that the gospel is for everybody. Jesus saves people from all 
nations and ethnicities. Therefore, we stand together under the lordship of Christ. 



d. What are the implications of that truth toward seeking reconciliation between different 
groups? 

We can talk about the need for racial reconciliation among other people, but we must first deal with 
our own role in race relations. It’s natural—and easy—to simply be with people just like ourselves, 
but we should consider actions that take us out of our comfort zones and move us toward other 
people and groups in the love of Christ. 

PRAYER/MINISTRY TIME 

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives. 

What are some ways you can celebrate both your differences and your commonalities with 
others? 

How can you know when it's right to "quiet down" in order to glorify God, and when it's time 
to speak up to glorify God?  

How can you help bring about racial reconciliation in your place of work, family, or church 
this week? 

How might it change things if we saw racial situations and problems not just as political 
issues but as ministry opportunities? 

Humble yourself before God. Confess to Him any prejudice you may be holding in your heart. 
Repent for any prejudice or wrong thoughts you have about others. Ask God for the eyes to 
see people as He sees them. Ask Him to make you a channel of His love and acceptance to 
people of every race. 

GOING DEEPER / WEEKLY CHALLENGE 

REFLECT 
● Read John 17:21-23 

RESPOND 

● Commit to God and a trusted friend how you will help unify the body of Christ in love 

and seek peace. 

Also … subscribe to our e-devotionals by texting “edevotional” to 67076; or go to 
wolgroups.com and click on the eDevotional button for daily testimonies relating to this 
week’s theme. 

  



MEMORY VERSE 

James 2:1 New Living Translation (NLT) 

"My dear brothers and sisters, how can you claim to have faith in our glorious Lord Jesus 
Christ if you favor some people over others?" 

COMMENTARY 

ACTS 11:1-18 

11:1-3. Numerous texts in the New Testament deal with the issue of criticism among Christians. 
Here we have one of the best. Quite possibly Peter was accosted by this group of Jewish Christians 
when he least expected it. We have no difficulty picturing Peter returning to Jerusalem on a spiritual 
high. He had no time to go back to Joppa or Lydda but came right back to headquarters to tell the 
brothers and sisters what God had done in Caesarea. 

We dare not confuse these people with the Pharisees or some other group outside the church. They 
clearly represented a conservative minority within the church, a group dedicated to protecting a 
Jewish perspective on Christianity. This “circumcision group” was so known not because of their own 
status (which would be a foregone conclusion), but because they expected any Gentiles coming to 
Christ would have to go through the corridor of Judaism first, and that would include circumcision. 

Luke does not tell us how this news reached Jerusalem before Peter arrived. Quite possibly while he 
stayed in Caesarea for a few days (10:48), some of the ones who joined him headed to Jerusalem 
rather than back to Joppa. In any case, Peter’s reputation as one who eats with Gentiles had 
preceded him, and the trap had been set. 

What issue did they raise? Not the proclamation of the gospel. Not the giving of the Holy Spirit. Not 
baptism in the name of Jesus. Such weighty theological matters were pushed aside in order to 
protect a tradition of the Jews—don’t ever eat with a Gentile. They basically asked, “Whatever 
happened to the concept of the chosen people?” They didn’t care about the particulars. They didn’t 
want the evidence. They simply knew that a prominent church leader had done something to offend 
them, and they wanted to be sure he heard about it the moment he stepped into town. This group 
persisted in the church, and we will later find them harassing Paul and Barnabas (Acts 15:5). 

11:4-14. The old Peter would have been tempted to cut off an ear or two at this point; but this is the 
Spirit-filled version, the man who had argued with the Lord about this very mission in question and 
finally submitted to God’s grace. Excited as he might have been about the conversion of Cornelius, 
Peter was mature enough to understand why these brothers struggled with the same clean/unclean 
problems which plagued him in that horrible sheet. 

Now Luke tells us how a mature Christian handles criticism—Peter began and explained everything 
to them precisely as it had happened. We need not comb this section in detail but merely notice the 
differences or perhaps the additions which Luke did not record in chapter 10. 

Luke sprinkled the name of Cornelius all over the last chapter, but it does not appear here. The 
identity of the man was not the issue, only his race. We also learn about the six witnesses (v. 12). 



Then Peter moves quite quickly to the real issue in verse 14: He will bring you a message through 
which you and all your household will be saved. 

One subtle difference here in chapter 11 is the matter of style. Scholars suggest that while Peter 
spoke to Cornelius in a version of “Jewish Greek,” back home, now he is likely speaking Aramaic so 
the rather stilted third person style of chapter 10 turns into a fresh personal testimony in chapter 11. 
Of course, we have to account for Luke’s literary handling of the material, but any who have taught 
theological matters in a second language not commonly used can certainly understand how different 
it would sound from the same information communicated in one’s native tongue. 

We have already mentioned how to handle criticism when one least expects it. Here we might add 
that Peter dealt with criticism when he didn’t deserve it. He demonstrated a wonderful openness and 
vulnerability in simply stating what had happened with no defense whatsoever. His basic position 
rests in the clarity of God’s will and the purity of his own motives—he acted only out of concern for 
the gospel and the church, and only in direct obedience to what God told him to do. 

11:15-18. Beginning in verse 15 can only mean the beginning of the church at Pentecost, especially 
in view of the context in which Peter explained how the Holy Spirit came on the household of 
Cornelius. 

The warmth of verse 16 ought to make us smile. We reflect with Peter on what he felt when he saw 
the Holy Spirit come at Caesarea even before he finished his sermon. He tells us, Then I 
remembered what the Lord had said. That, by the way, is always a good idea. In this case he refers 
specifically to Acts 1:5, though this promise commonly came from the lips of John the Baptist himself 
(Mark 1:4-8; Luke 3:15-18). 

Then the clinching argument—Peter surmised that since God was doing all of this and he has 
chosen to deal with Gentiles the same way he treated us Jews, who was I to think that I could 
oppose God. The argument is clear: opposition to Gentile baptism is opposition to God. Peter 
handled criticism when he least expected it, when he didn’t deserve it, and perhaps, when he 
couldn’t understand it. He trusted the Lord, he trusted his call, and he trusted the experiences God 
brought into his life. 

The result? An immediate response of acceptance, though Acts 11:18 hardly solves this problem 
among New Testament Christians. In fact three nagging questions remained to be bantered about 
for years and then brought before the Council at Jerusalem in chapter 15: 1. What lifestyle was 
appropriate for Gentiles coming to Christ out of raw paganism? 2. How do these Gentile believers 
relate to Jewish Christians? 3. How should the Jerusalem church handle people like this? 
Nevertheless, let us give these conservative brothers credit. When they heard the evidence, they 
offered no further objection. They not only went away silenced, but rather praised God and affirmed 
precisely what Peter had told them—God has granted even the Gentiles repentance unto life. The 
human and divine elements of salvation couple in this half verse: believers repented, and God 
granted the Spirit. 

So for the moment the issue is settled. What do Gentiles have to do to become Christians? Believe 
in the Lord Jesus Christ—and nothing more. 

Sometimes, if we respond biblically in the face of criticism, God changes people. We commend the 
“circumcision group” and hope that we ourselves and others in our churches will always listen to the 
evidence and acknowledge God’s hand whenever we have questions about the behavior of other 
Christians. 


